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ADDRESa 

I iiitimatificl an intention of exhorting' my feIIow^citixei|t 
against parodyipg Scripture or the forms of wor9hip established 
by law. I am glad to find that the intimation bad the effect I 
wished. Had the Parodies been re-publisbed in the way I antf* 
cipatedy the Ministers of the Crown might perhaps have essayed 
another alarum to the weakr minded ; and— as there is no caU 
culating iipon the movements of folly — have asked Parliament 
for another suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act« They are 
laughed out of Court; but instead of arising and putting their 
house in order, and going forth- — like sensible men-^and doing 
as one of old did, they still seek unrefresbing slumbers upon 
the bed of o^ieef The solemn bigotry of one of my Proseco* 
tors, the noble Secretfiry of jState for the Home Department^ 
reposes benefith the upblushing hypocrisy of another of my 
Prosecutorsr^my brother parodistr— the Right Honourable Pre- 
tsident of the Board of Control. Hence, if they keep their 
places during the year, we may expect four New lA)tteries, at 
least, with improved Schemes, and an increased number of 
Bible Societies and Executions^ 



It is my wish and intention, beciiuse I trust I shall be efi« 
abled, to commence business as a Bookseller, upon a more 
respectable footing than hitherto^ I should be wanting hi 
justice to my femily, and in gratitude to my friends, if I did not 
take this opportunity of making my purpose known. 

I shall prepare at leisure, and with care, an enlarged Report 
6f my three Trials, in a form more permanent than this, and 
wpr^ acceptable to th^ librjiry. Of course there will be gretit 



IV 

additiont. I have ja^4)hljdDed^0bort-liaiid verbatim Report 
of my third day's Defence, with the Attorney-General's Reply, 
and the Chief Justice's Charg^e ; and am procuring what els« 
I can, respecting the other Trials, from other sources. Thus 
.assisted, I shall be enabled to complete the Report agreeabjy 
to luy own wishes, and perhaps the desire of the ^Public. 
The work will be preceded by a narrative of every imaterial 
fact connected with the Prosecutions, from the time I stopped 
the sale of the Parodies, until the close of the Public Sub* 
scription now open in my behalf — it will conclude with a List pf 
the Subscribers, properly arranged. The Notes and Appendix 
will possess much interest, on .account of )he curious matter 
they will include, from sources of reading, aqd. ipforpiation, to 
which few take the pains to resort. It will have correct <;opies 
of the Parodies I read and referred to in Court, with, several 
others of remarkable interest ; and 1 yhall give it all the le^l> 
political, and literary elucidation in my power. It will likewjse 
be illustrated by reduced ^ac-^mt7e engravings of. every print 
jexhibited and referred to on the Trials. These will be executed 
with great care, and faithfully coloujred jn the same manner as 
the originals. The book will be liandsoinely printed ju rpy^ 
octavo, and I shall omit no pain&i to render it worthy a plac* 
-in the best collections. In prefixing ny portrait, to it, and 
publishing it by subscription, I follow the advice of the Gea* 
liilenien with' whom the idea of the Work originated. I sboU 
•issue a; Prospectus as soon as I correctly fuscertiQD the extent 
and cost of the undertaking, and I purpatse it to }ie my first 
' Pi^blication on commencing my new career in vBusjness^ 

WILUAM IIONB, 

. Junuarif 23, 1818. 
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SUBSCRIPTION FOR MR. HONE. 

At a MEETING of the FRIENDS of the LIBERTY of the PRESS 
and TRIAL ^y JURY, held at the City of Loudou Tavern, on Mon- 
day, December 29, 1817, 

Mr. WAITHMAN in the Chair, 
Resolved ananimously^ 

1. That the Liberty of (he Press is one of the dearest rights and proudest dis* 
tinctions of Englishmen) and is inseparably connected Mith, and wholly de- 
pendent on ihe purity of the Trial by Jury. 

% That the inestimable importance of the sacred and constitutional right of 
'Xrial hy Jiiry, has never been more demonstratively ()ro*ed than by the recent 
j^rosedutiohs'SLtid honourable acquittals of Mi . William Hone. 

3. That Parodies on Scripture having been written and published by Martin 
Luther, the Father of the Reformation, by Dignitaries of the Church, and by 
other eminent and learned personages down to the present time, we are per- 
suaded that the exception taken to the parodies of Mr. Hone by the present 
Ministers of the Crown was to answer political purposes against the Liberty of 
the Press. 

4. That a hypMjrilical prostif'utioo of Religion, and a pretended zeal for its 
defence, when 4iMdl>y corrapt Statesmen as a aiask for political persecution, 
must ever be held by all sincere Christians as the worst profanation of its sacred 
name. 

§. That it is evident from the manner in which those prosecutions were com- 
menced and conducted, that the real «1hjeet of Ministers was not to protect Re- 
ligion; but to crush an apparently defenceless individual who had exposed their 
political delinquencies, to stifle public discu^ion, to destroy the Liberty of the 
fress, and to uphold exii^ting abuse. 

6. That tbe extenriye knowledge; the varied talents; the manlyjintrepidity; 
the energy of mind ; and the unshaken perseverance which enabled Mr. Wil- 
liam Hone so dauntlessly to resist the reiterated assaults of Ministerial persecu- 
tion, entitle him to the gratitude and support of every friend to constitutional 
freedom. 

7. That a Subscription be now opened, and that the money which may be sub- 
scribed, be placed m the hands of a Committee to be used in such way as shall 
app^r in them Ifest^Galcalattd to piromote the permanent' welfare of Mr. ^oiie 
ana his Family.' ' ^ ' 

8. That the following Gentlemen be of the Committee — Alderman Goodbe- 
bere. Alderman Thorp, Robert Waithman, Joseph Hurcombe, William Starch. 
Samuel Brooks, William WilUams, WiUiam Teasdale. .,, . 

9. That Robert Waithman, be the Treasurer. 

10. That the Thahks of this Meeting are due to Sir Francis Burdett, Bart, for 
his spontaneous offers of co-operation with the Gentlemen originating theSub- 
ccriptioa^in strict conforoiity with a life of pure patriotism and love of country. 

iL Tkat the Thanks of this Meeting are hereby cbrdially/gi^h to Mr. Charles 
Pearson, for his manly and successful struggle in correcting the corrupt system 
of packing Juries, which has contributed so essentially toward the present 
triumph ( and especiaUy for the gratHitous advice and assistance given to Mr. 
Hone throughout the whole of the protecutions, affording'a rare example to his 
profession of zeal, independence, and disinterestedness. 

12. That the Thanks of this Meeting be given to Lord Cochrane, for his zeal- 
ous endeavours on the present occasion. 

ROBERT WAITHMAN, Chairman. 

13. That the Thanks of this Meeting be given to Mr. Waithman, for his con- 
duct in the Chair, and Ydr bis exertions iipon all occasions to support the cause 
of Liberty. W. STURCH. 

Subscriptions will be received by Robert Waithman, the Treasurer, Bridge- 
street, Blackfriars; Alderman Thorp, Aldgate, High-street; Robert Carter, 
Minories ; Joseph Hurcombe, St. Paul's Church-yard; Samuel Brooks, Strand ; 
and Alexander Galloway, High Holborn. 

%♦ 77ie' Prapriet^n of Independent Ccuntty Newtpapers at Liverpool 
mnd other places^ considering that the Liberty of the Public Pi ess has 
been essentially promoted by Mri Hone's ext^tumt, have most hand* 
somely opened Books for Subscriptions at their respective Offices, and 
voluntarily in their Jonrn^ls promoted the object which the Committee 
hare in view. Sums so subsctik^dy as well as those procured by the 
spontaneous kindneas of other individuals in the country, who are <ic- 
^rous of contributing by their exertions to the future welfare of Mr. 
Howe and his Family, ate respectfully req^issied to transmit the amounts 
received by them, as often as convenient, to Mr, Waithman, the Trta* 
wwrer^ in London, 



TRIAL. 

THE KING against WILLIAM HONE, 

ON AN EX-OFFICIO INFORMATION FOR PUBLISHING THE LA^TJi 

JOHN WILKES'S CATECHISM. 



Tyied tn Guildhall^ London, on Thursday , December 18^ 181 7^ atth$. 
London Sittings after Miehaelmag Term, 



B£FOR£ MR. JUSTICE ABBOTT AND A SPECIAL JURY. 



The Trial of this issue excited considerable interest. So early as 
eight o'clock the avenues leading to the Court became crowded ; the 
doors were thrown open shortly after, and the Court immediately 
filled. About twenty minutes after nine o'clock, Mr. Hone entered, 
attended by a youth, his brother, who placed oh the table of the 
Court several parcels ol books and papers, which nearly covered .the 
table. About half^past nine o'clock Mr. Justice Abbott took his 
seat on the fiendi, and the following Special Jury were immediately 
sworn : 



John Godwiw Bowrinc, Leadenhall- 

street 
WiLUAM Syme, Fencbarch-buildings 
JoHif WooLLETT, Gould-square ' 
JovN O'Brien, Broad-street-buildlngs 
William Noakes, Little Kastcheap, 

South-side, wine merchant 



John Gardiner, Old Broad*8treet ' 
Nicholas Hilton, Ironmonger-laiie 
Samuel Brook, Old Jewry 
Jame8 Hunter, Barge-yard 
William TeoMP80N,^Queen-8treet 
Thomas Lewis, Queen-street 
Thomas Edwards, Colemau-street 



. Mr. Shepherd (son to the Attorney -General) stated, that this 
.was an information filed by his Majesty's Attorney -General against 
the defendant, for printing and publishing a certain Impious, profane, 
and scandalous libel on that part of our church service called the 
Catechism, with intent to excite impiety and irreligion in the minds 
of his Majesty's liege subjects, to ridicule and scandalize the Chris- 
tian religion, and to bring into contempt the Catechism. 

The ATToRNKVrGfiNERAL (Sir Samuel Shepherd) addressed the 
Court as follows ; — 

My Lord, and Gentlemen of the Jury, — You have understood 

..from my young friend the nature of this cause. It is an information 

filed by me, as Attorney-General, against the defendant, William 

Hone, for printing and publishing an impious and profane libel, 

upon The Catef^iam, The Lord's Prayer; and The Ten Command* 

»2 
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mmU9, and thereby bringitti^ into contempt the Christian Religion. 
I n^on't occupy your time long, Gentlemen, in shewing this to be the 
#iiectof the publication, for it seems impossible for me to hear it 
read without feeling one's-«elf compelled to apply to it this language. 
It is diarged, and, as I think,, justly charged, with being a profane, 
blaspliemous, and imjnous libel, it has nothing of a political 
tendency about it, but it is avowedly set off against the religion and 
ifTorship of the Church of £ngland, as established by Act of Parlia- 
ment. It has been over and over again said b^ the most eminent 
Judges, and particularly by one who was the most learned man 
that ever adorned the bench — the most even man that ever blessed 
domestic life — the most eminent man that ever advanced the pro- 
gress of science-*and also one of the best and most purely religious 
men that ever lived. I speak of Sir Matthew Hale. It was by him 
' In one sentence said, that ^^ the Christian Religion is parcel of the 
Common Law of England.'^ The service of the Church of England 
it also part of the statute law of England ; for in the reign of Charles 
the Second, for securing uniformity of public prayer in the Church 
of England, a bodk, commonly called The Book of Common Prayer , 
was not composed, but collected, and annexed to an Act of Parlia* 
m^it then framed, as part of the enacted form of the Liturgy of the 
Church of England. If to revile that — if to bring it into contempt, 
be not a libel, then Christianity no longer is what Sir Matthew Hale 
described it — ^^ parcel of the Common Law of England," nor this 
Saciied Book a part of the Statute Law of the land, because in such 
an event the law must declare its inability to support its own pro- 
visions. In that book there is a Catechism, the object of which is 
most 'important, because it is that part which is peculiarly destined 
ts^ forming in the minds of the younger classes of the community that 

Sop%r foundation for religious belief which is to influence their Ai- 
re conduct It is that part which the Ministers of the Church of 
England are peculiarly bound to teach to those between the infant 
and ad^t state at certain periods of time ; it is that part which all 
who are initiated into Christianity through baptism must be epn- 
firmed before they come to their pastor in an adult state. To 
procure this important object, it consists of three parts : — 1st, 
The Service of the Church of England J 2nd, The Apostles 
Creed (which is professed by every class of Christians, no mat- 
ter what be their particular form of worship); and 3d, The Ten 
Commardments, which were of divine origin, communicated origi- 
nally from the mouth of God through Moses to the Jews. These 
l^urm the foundation of all our religious and moral duties ; they are 
.those which, if men would but obeyi there would be an end to ^ine ; 
nothing but peace and happiness could then be found in human so- 
mety. This Book (The Book of Common Prayer) has also the 
Lord's Prayer, as in his sacred and blessed Sermoh on the Mount. 
If these works be not what ought to be held sacred from ridicule, what 
-is there whii:h can be called so in the mind of a Christian? I take 
this to be a proposition of law, that he who attempts to parody these 
Areesacred parts of Christian belief, and presents them to the mind 
in a ridiculous shape, does that which is calculated to brjng them inte 
contempt^ and is therefore^ by the law^f the land^ guUty of a libel. 



il taiiial to wm9UJ t« Chriniaa mui4« t^ reMQ^ pm tb« b^i^lMI 
•Act of •ttcii a publieatioaai tfa« D^feadaiit's. If any of you, G^niifii 
Men, bo fatfaeri^ and wiih your children to hold in reverence tht 
sacred subjects of Christian belief, read these publications of the I)«k 
lendant, and say if you wciuld put them into the hands of thos# 
•hildren you love. If you would not put theoot into their hs^nds, wouM 
you into those of the lower classes of society, which are not £t t# 
«optt with the sort of topics which are artfully raised for them 1 I Mk 
youy if it be possible, that after such publications are thus cheap]/ 
thrown among this class, of people, they can> with the same deginit 
of reverence that becomes the subject, look at the contents of tii# 
Sacred Book of our belief? Nay, even in better cultivated mindi^ 
Ihe firmness of moral rectitude is shaken, and it often becomes noi- 
«essary to make greal mental exertion to shake (^ the influence of 
iMiese productions,' and recal ihe mind to a true feeling towards sacred 
truths. They are inevitably calculated to weaken the reverence ff^ 
for the Christian iaith. It may be said that the Defendant's object 
was not to produce this effect — I believe that he meant it, in 0n# 
manse, as a political squib, but his responsibility is not the less, for 
ke has parodied The Catechism in terms which it is impossible to be- 
lieve can have any other effect than that of bringing it into oonr 
tempt. The jpublication is called ^* ^ Catechum ; that is to sajF^ 
an Instruction to be learned of every person before he be brou^t to 
be confirmed a Placeman or Pensioner by the Minister." The Jurjr 
will see these ane the very words of the original in parody. Again, 
Tbe.^^9Ues Creed is also in complete parody. . We say, ^^ I believe 
io God," &c. &c.; here he says, '^I believe in George, the Reg^it 
Almighty, Maker of New Streets, and Knights of the Bath; and iU 
the present Ministry, his only choice, who were conceived of To- 
ryism, brought forth of Wm. Pitt, suffered loss of place under Charifli 
James Fox ; were execrated, dead, and buried. In a few months 
they rose again from their Minority ; they re-ascended the Tre|sur]r 
Benches, and sit at the right hand of a little man in a large wig; 
<ipom whence they laugh at the petitions of the people who pray for 
Reform, and that the sweat of their brow may procure \hem bread.'* 
The Ten Commandments are also parodied, and divided precisely in 
the same manner as the rest of the publication, for the purpose of- 
keeping the whole resemblance more complete. The child is sup- 
posed to be examined precisely as it is laid down in the 2d chapter of 
Exodiis^ of course parodied. He answers, as to the promise of bo- 
lief his sponsors made for him — 

*' The same to which the Minister for the time being always oblige 
all his creatures to swear. I, the Minister, am the Lord thy liege, wh» 
brought ihee out of want and beggary into the House of Commonf." 

[Here an expression of feeling was manifested by some individuals 
•f the crowd in the Hall of the Court.] 

Mr. Justice Abbott — If there is any body present of so light a 
disposition as to think that a matter of this kind should be made a sidb* 
ject of laughter, at least he shall lei^rn that he shall not come here to 
interrupt tlxwe who are of a graver disposition, and in the discharga 
of an important duty. 

The Attornb v-GBi«SRAi<-^My Lord, if there b« any penQns hoiy 



>vli^ t«n raistt a flmile at the reading of the Defendant'li pubjjcatfony 
It is the ftillest proof of the baneful eflect it has had, and with which 
i charge it. It is for that very reason I charge it as a libel on the 
Law of England. I am not sorry for the taint smile just uttered in 
Court. It establishes the baneful tendency of the work If there 
l>e any here who are not Christians of seme sect or other, Cod forbid 
that I should have their applauding support. 1'heir approbation or 
^Ksajpprobation is alike indifferent to me. When 1 allude thus to 
Christians, let me be supposed as only alluding to those who have 
liad the opportunity of having the light of Christianity shed upon 
them — Cod forbid I should be supposed te denounce those who had 
net had that opportunity. The next Cpmmandment in this Parody is, 
' Thou shait have no other Patron but me.' At last comes that part 
where a young man is desired to recite the Lord's Prayer, and this 
is parodied in the same manner. I know, Centlemen of the Jury^ 
that by the Law of England, it is your province to decide on the mat- 
4er of the libel, and to sa> if it be such or no. I am not sorry that 
this is the case, for I think it impossible that any twelve men who 
understand the Law of England, and the precepts of Christianity, 
which are part and parcel of that Law, can read this production of 
the Defendant's without being decidedly of opinion that it is impos- 
aible to read it without seeing that its necessary and obvious conse- 
i|uence must be to bring into contempt the Liturgy of the Church of 
England. I forbear, Gentlemen, from reading any more of this pro- 
duction, as it will shortly be read by the Clerk. ^ I shall now go to 
prove the publication by the Defendant; it will be for you to take it 
fairly and fully under your investigation, and, according to the so- 
lemn obligation you have taken — that obligation of an eath which is 
£»unded on religion, or it is no oath at all — decide upon it; and so 
help you God. 

The Attorney General then called witnesses to prove the publi- 
cation of the Parodies by the Defendant. 

Griffin Swanson, examined hy Mr. Topping. 

He held in his hand a pamphlet, called Wilkes* fi Catechism^ which 
he bought on the 17th of Febraary last, at Mr. Hone's shop. No. 55, 
Fleet-street. He bought it from a boy or a girt in this shop, which 
then bad Mr. Hone's name over the door. The girl, he believed, said 
?he was Mr. Hone's daughter. Two-pence was the price of it. He 
bought pamphlets afterwards at the same place, and marked them at 
the time. He observed bills in the window, that a publication by the 
name o^ this Catechism was sold there, but he could not recollect 
whether there were posting bills advertising it. 

Heri(ry Hutchings, examined hy Mr. Richardson. 

On the 7th of February last, he was the landlord of a shop. No. 55, 
Fleet street, and Mr. Hone, now, in Court, was then his tenant, and 
up to Midsummer. He used to sell books and pamphlets. The pa- 
rish was situate ia St. Dunstan's in the West, and he believed in the 
City of London. 

Thomas White, examined by Mr. SHEPiiERD. 

Was Clerk of the Inner Treasury at the King's Bench, and pro- 
daced The Booh oj Common Pra^^^ry and the Seal. He pointed out 



In tbe Bodk the Churcli Catechism, signed by the CdrntniMioner?, iiad 
asemplified by the Great S^^al. It corresponded to the publications b|S 
the Kina;*s Printers and the Universities. 

Mr. Justice Abbott. — It would be a highly penal offence to pub* 
lish as Irom authority any other than the real authenticated form. 

Mr. Thomas White. — Certainly, my Lord. 

Here the printed Catechism, with the publication of which the De» 
fendant stood charged, was put in, and read by the Clerk. It was aft 
follows : — 

The late John Wilkes^s Catechism of a Ministerial Member ; takea. 
from an Orij^inal Manuscript in Mr. Wilkes's Uandwridng, neyei^ 
. before printed, and adapted to the Present Occasion. — With 
Permission. — London: Printed for one of the Candidates for 
the Office of Print^T jto tht* King's Most Excellent Majesty, and 
Sold by William Hone, 65, Fleet Street, and 67, Old Baileji, 
Three, Doors from Liidgate Hill. 1817. Price Two-pence. 

A Catechism, that is to say, Am Instruction, to be learned of eyery 
person before he be brought to be con^rmed a Placeman or 
Pensioner by th^ Minister. 

Question, What is your natae ? 

Answer". Lick Spittle. ' ' . 

Q. Who gave you this name? 

A. My Sureties to the Ministry, in iwy Political Change, wherein 
I was made a Member of the Majority, the Child of Corruption^ and 
a Locust to devour the good Things of this Kingdom. 

Q. What did your Sureties then for yon ? ' 

A. They did proniise and vow three thirigs in ray Name. Firpt^ 
that I should renounce the Reformists and all their Works, the pompt 
and vanity of jPopular Favour, and all the sinful lusts of Indopen- 
dence. Secondly, that I should believe all the Articles of the Cotirt 
Faith. And thirdly^ that I should keep the Minister's sole Will aiid 
Commandments, and walk in the same, all the days of my life. 

Q. Dost thou not think that thou art bound to believe and to d(| 
as they have promised for thee ? 

A. Yes, eerily, and for my own sake, so I will ; and I heartily 
thank our heaven-born Ministry, that they have called me to thia 
state of elevation, through my own flattery, cringing, and bribery; 
and (shall pray io their successors to give me their assistance, that I 
may coniinne the same unto my life's end. 
. Q. Rehearse the Articles of thy Belief. 

A. I believe in Georoe, the R^tgent Almighty, Maker of New 
Streets, and Knights of the Bath, 

And in the present Ministry, his only choice, who were conceived 
of Toryism, brought forth ot William Pitt, suffered loss of Plae« 
under Charles James Fox, were execrated, dead, and buried. In a 
few months they rose again from their minority ; they re-ascended tQ 
the Treasury bi nches, and sit at the right hand of a little man with a 
large wig ; ifrom whence they laugh at the Petitions of the People who 
may pray for Reform, and £hat the sweat of their brow may procnre 
them Bread. 



1 beliere tliat King Jamel the Second ihA k lagtliMte Sof^frfj^^ 
nd that King William the Third was not; that the Pretender w» 
•f the right line; and that George the Third'n grandfather wbIB 
not; that the dynasty of Bourbon h immortal $ a^ that the glasa 
tn the eye of Lord James Murray was n6t Betty Martin. IMierii 
In the immaculate purity of the Committee of Finance, in the inde* 
^pendente of the Committee of Secresy, and that the Pitt System la 
•rerlast'Rg. Amen. 

Q. What dost thou chiefly learn in these Articles of thy Belief? 

A. Firsr, I learn to forswear all conscience, which was nerer 
Aeant to trouble me, nor the rest of the tribe of Courtiers. Se- 
condly, to swear black is white, or white black, according to the 
^bbd pl(>asure of th#^ Ministers. Thirdly, to put on the helmet of Im- 
^ndenre, the only armour against the shafts of Patriotism. 

Q. You Said that your Sureties did promise for you, that yon 
irtiould keep the Minister's Commandments : tell me how many thert 
be? 

A. Ten, » 

Q. Which b^ they ? 

A. The same to which the Minister fbr the tiMlB being Atwaya 
obliges all his creatures to swpar, 1 the Minister am the Lord thy 
liege, who brought thee out of Want and Beggary, into the Bouse of 
Commons. 

I. Thou shalt have no other Patron but me. 

It. Thou shait not support any measure but. inine, nor shalt thou 
ilrattie clauses of any bill in its progress to the House abofe» or in thU 
Committee beneath, or when the mace is under the table, except it be 
nine. Thou shalt not bow to Lord Cochrakb, nor sbake hands i^ith 
bftn, nor any other of my real opponents ; for I thy Lord am a jeklons 
Minister, and forbid familiarity of the Majority, with the Friends of 
fbe People, unto the third and fourth cousins of them that divide 
(gainst me; and giVe places, and thousands and tens of thousands^ i6 
uein that divide with me, and keep my Commandments. 

III. Thou shalt not take the Pension of thy Lord the Minister la 
Wit ; for I the Minister will force him to accept the Chilternd that 
iaketh my Pension in vain. 

I V. Remember that thon attend the Minister's Levee day ; on other 
i^ys thou shalt speak for him in the House, and fetch and carry, and 
86 all that he commandeth thee to do ; but the L6v^ day is for the 
llorification of the Minister thy Lord: In It thou shalt do ho work lii 
hke House, but shalt wait upon him, thou, and thy daughter, and thy 

J rife, and the Members that are within his influence; for on othier 
ays the Minister is inaccessible, but delighteth in the Levee day; 
Sherefore the Minister appointed the liCvee day, and chatteth thereoli 
iiiBiliarly, and is amused with it. 

V. Honour the Regent and the helmets of the Life Guards, that 
thy staiy may be long in the Plaee, which the Lord thy Minister gitlith 

VI. iTboM shalt riot call starving to death murder. 
Tlf. thon shaji not call Royal gallivknting adultery. 
Tllt. Thou shalt not say, that to rob the Pubttc is to ^ptA 
IX. Thon ihalt bear false witness against the people. 



X. Thou shalt not covet the People^s applause, tbou slialt n6t 
covet tke People's praise, nor their good name, nor their esteem, nor 
their reverence, nor any reward that is theirs. 

Q. What dost thou chiefly learn by these Commandments ? 

A. I learn two things — my duty towards the Minister, and my duty 
towards myself. 

Q. What is thy duty towards the Minister ? 

A. My duty towards the Minister is, to trust him as much as I 
can; to fear him; to honour him with all my words, with all my 
bows, with all my scrapes, and all my cringes ; to flatter him ; to ^ve 
him thanks ; to give up my whole soul to him ; to idolize his name, 
and obey his word ; and serve him blindly all the days of his poli- 
tical life. 

Q. What is thy duty towards thyself? 

A. My duty towards myself is to love nobody but myself, and to 
do unto most men what I would not that they should do unto me ; to 
sacrifice unto my own interest even my father and mother; to pay 
little reverence to the^King, but*to compensate that omission by my 
servility to all that are put in authority under him; to lick the dust 
under the feet of my superiors, and to shake a rod of iron over the 
backs of my inferiors; to spare the People by neither word nor deed; 
to observe neither truth nor justice in my dealings with them ; to bear 
them malice and hatred in my heart; and where their wives and pro- 
perties are concerned, to keep my body neither in temperance, sober- 
ness, nor chastity, but to give my hands to picking and stealing, and 
nay tongue to evil speaking and lying, and slander of their efforts to 
defend their liberties and recover their rights; never failing to envy 
their privileges, and to learn to get the Pensions of myself and my 
colleagues out of the People's labour, and to do my duty in that de* 
partment of public plunder unto which it shall please the Minister to 
call me. 

Q. My good Courtier, know this, that thou art not able of thyself 
ta preserve the Minister's favour, nor to walk in his Commandments, . 
nor to serve him, without his special protection ; which thou must at 
all times learn to obtain by diligent application. Let me hear, there- 
fore, if thou canst rehearse the Minister's Memorial. 

Answer. 

Our Lord who art in the Treasury, whatsoever be thy name, thy ^ 
power be prolonged, thy will be done throughout the empire, as it is 
in each session. Give us our usual sops, and forgive us our occasional 
absences on divisions ; as we promise not to forgive them that divide 
against thee. Turn us not out of our places; but keep us in the. 
House of Commons, the land of Pensions and Plenty ; and deliver us 
from the People. Amen. 

Q. What desirest thou of the Minister in this Memorial ? 

A. 1 desire the Minister, our Patron, who is the disposer of the 
Nation's overstrained Taxation, to give his protection unto me and 
to all Pensioners and Placemen, that we may vote for him, serve him, 
and obey him, as far as we find it convenient; and I beseech the Mi- 
nister that he will give us all things that be needful, both for our repu- 
tation and appearance in the House and out of it ; that he will be 
fareurable to us, jind forgive us our negligences ; that it will please 
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him to sare and defeDd us, in all dangers of life and tlmb^ from the 
People, our natural enemies ; and that he will help us in fleecing and 
grinding them ; and this I trus.t he will do out of care iot himself, and 
our support of him through our corruption and influence; and there- 
fore I say Amen. So be it. 

Q. How many Tests hath the Minister ordained ? 

A. Two only, as generally necessary to eleyation ; (that is to say) 
Passive Obedience and Bribery. 

Q. What meanest thou by this word Test ? 

A. I mean an outward visible sign of an inward intellectual mean- 
ness, ordained by the Minister himself as a pledge to assure him 
thereof. 

Q. How many parts are there in this Test ? 

A. Two ; the outward visible sign, and the intellectual meanness. 

Q. What is the outward visible si^n or form of Passiye Obedience ? 

A. Dangling at the Minister's heels, whereby the person is degrad- 
ed beneath the baseness of a slave, in the character of a Pensioner, 
Placeman, Expectant Parasite, Toadeater, or Lord of the Bedchamber. 

Q. What is the inward intellectual meanness ? 

A. A death unto Freedom, a subjection unto perpetual Thraldom: 
for being by nature born free, and the children of Independence, we 
are hereby made children of Slavery. 

Q. What is required of persons- submitting to the Test of Passire 
Obedience ? 

A. Apostacy, whereby they forsake Liberty ; and faith, wherebj 
tkey stedfastly believe the promises of the Minister, made to them 
upon submitting to that Test. 

Q. Why was the Test of Bribery ordained ? 

A. For the continual support of tlie Minister's influence, and the 
feeding of us, his needy creatures and sycophants. 

Q. What is the outward part or sign in the Test of Bribery ? 

A. Bank notes, which the Minister hath commanded to be offered 
by his dependants. 

Q. Why then are beggars submitted to this Test, when by reason 
of their poverty they are not able to go throuf^h the necessary forms ? 

A. Because they promise them by their Sureties; which promise, 
when they come to lucrative offices, they themselves are bound to 
perform. 

Q. What is the inward part, or thing signifled ? 

A. The industry and wealth of the People, which are verily and 
indeed taken and had by Pensioners and SinecurisCs, in their Cor- 
ruption. 

Q. What are the benefits whereof you are partakers thereby ? 

A. The weakening and impoverishing the People, through the lost 
of their Liberty and Property, while our wealth becomes enormous, 
and our pride intolerable. 

Q. What is required of them who submit to the Test of Bribery and 
Corruption ? 

A. To examine themselves, whether they repent them truly of any 
signs ef former honour and patriotism, stedfastly purposing hence- 
forward to be faithful towards the Minister ; to draw cm and off like 
his glove; to crouch to him like a spaniel ; to purvey for him like a 
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jsckall; te be as supple to him as Alderman Sir William Turtle; 
to haye the most lively faith in the Funds, especially in the Sinking 
J^und ; to beliere the words of Lford Castlereagh alone; to have 
remembrance of nothing but what is in the Courier ; to hate Matthew 
Wood, the present Lord Mayor, and his second Mayoralty ; with 
all our heart, with all our mind, with ail our soul, and with all out 
strength; to admire Sir John Silvester, the Recorder, and Mr. 
John Langlet; and to be in charity with those only who have some^^ 
thing to give. 

[Here endeth the Catechism,'] 

This being the whole of the case on the part of the prosecution, 
Mr. Hone rose, and addressed the Court to the following pur- 
port : — He called upon the jury, as earnestly and as solemnly as the 
Attoi Dey-General had done, to decide upon this case according to 
their oaths. If he felt any embarrassment on this occasion, and be 
felt a great deal, it was because he was not in the habit of addressing 
an assembly like that : he had never, indeed, addressed any assem- 
h\y whatever; and, therefore, he hoped that they and the Court 
would show their indulgence to him, standing there ais he did, 
unassisted by counsel, to make his own defence. If he were really 
guilty of this libel, as the Attorney-General had called it, he should 
not have stood there this day. So far back as May, he was 
arrested under a warrant by the Lord Chief Justice of that Court, 
Loid £llenborough, and brought suddenly to plead to informations 
filed against him. He did not plead, because he conceived the pro- 
ceeding by information to be unconstitutional, and he thought so 
still. However ancient this mode of proceeding might be, he was 
satisfied that it was never intended to be exercised in the way that it 
had been of late years. By this process, every man in the kingdom, 
however innocent he might be, was entirely at the mercy of the Attor- 
ney-General, and of the Government. There was no security for 
lionour, integrity, and virtue ; no presentment to a jury, no previous 
inquiry ; the victim was taken in a summary way by warrants, and 
brought to answer suddenly to informations of which he was wholly 
ignorant. Another objection which he had to plead on that occasion 
was, the enormous expense that must have been incurred. He had 
been given to understand, that making his defence in the usual way, 
by solicitor and counsel, would cost 100/. Which would have been ut- 
ter ruin to him. He applied to the Court for copies of the informa- 
tions, but the Court did not grant him those copies. He was sorry 
for this, because if they had been granted, he should have known what 
he was specifically charged with. On Friday last, he applied for 
Copies at the Crown-office, and upon paying the customary charges, 
he procured them. When he was placed on the floor of the Court of 
King's Bench, the late Attorney-General, Sir William Garrow, stated, 
that the informations charged him with blasphemous publications. 
Now he found, that this information did not charge him with blasphe- 
mous publications ; it charged, that he, being an impious and wickedly 
disposed person, and intending to excite impiety and irreligion, did 
publish that which was stated in the information. And here he must 
beg leave to call to their attention the great prejudice which bad beep 
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raised againsi him throughout the country by this circumaltance, an^ 
the injury which he had sustained by misrepresentations coming from 
the highest authorities in the country. The late Attorney-General 
had charged him with a second information, and he then observed, 
that whether he were charged with one information, or 300 informa- 
tions, he would not plead unless copies were giYen to him. The At- 
torney General in reply observed, thar the number of informations 
depended on the number of publications. He did not, however, 
mean to charge Sir William Garrow with any intention to pro- 
duce an unfavourable impression in the public mind against him. 
But he must say, and he would say it boldly, because he said it truly, 
that no man was ever treated with greater injustice than he 
"Was by Lord EUenborough. Previous to his arrest, under a warrant 
issued by his Lordship, he had not been out of the house all the 
n^ek : he had been engaged in writing, and no application had been 
made by any one to see him of which he did not hear. Two officers 
seized him near his own door upon the warrant of Lord EUenborough 
and refused to let him go heme, without stating any reason v%hy they 
made that refusal. He wastaken to Sergeant's-inn coffee-house, and 
aifterwards carried to a lock-up house in Shire-lane, where he remain- 
ed till half-past five, anxiously expecting Mr. Gibbon, the tipstaff, 
(who, he was told, was coming), in order that he might learn from 
him the charge, and send for friends to bail him. Gibbon did not 
come, and he remained ignorant of the charge. On the Monday fol- 
lowing, at a moment when he was retiring for the purposes of nature 
he was put into a coach, and ordered to be taken to Westminster-hall 
to plead; but even then the officer could not tell him to what he 
was to plead. While in the coach, he found it almost impossible 
to keep himself from fainting: but he was told, that when he arrived 
at Westminster, sufficient time would be allowed him. He was, 
however, taken into Court, and whilst one of the informations was 
being read, a mist came before his eyes, he felt giddy, and applied 
for leave to sit. The answer of Lord EUenborough was " No;" and 
it was pronounced with an intonation that might have been heard at 
the further end of the hall. This refusal, instead of making him 
sink on the floor, as he had before expected to do, had the effect 
that a glass of water on being thrown into his face would have had, 
and he felt perfectly relieved. At the same time, however, he could 
not help feeling contempt for the inhumanity of the Judge. He was 
then taken to the King's-Bench, and was afterwards found senseless 
in his room there, net having performed an office of nature for 
several days. That arose out of the inhumanity of Lord Ellen- 
borough. 

Here Mr. Justice Abbott interrupted the defendant, stating, that 
he had better apply himself to the charge against him. He was un- 
willing to interrupt any person who was making his defence; hut 
where, as in this case, it became absolutely necessary, he could not 
refrain. It was the duty of Lord EUenborough to pursue the coarse 
of the Court, and it was customary for defendants to stand while the 
informations tiled against them were being read. 

The defendant proceeded. — He should be sorry to be out of order, 
but he believed instances had been known in which defendants 
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were permitted to sit. He thought that such eases might be found 
io. the state trials. But whether 90 or Dot, such was the feelnig of 
Sir William Garrow, that he leaned over and whispered to him, '' If 
you wish to retire for any purpose of nature, you can." He thanked 
him, and replied, that the purpose had gone by. He stated this 
because he should never forget the humanity which Sir William 
had shown on that occasion, and which formed a strong con- 
trast to the behaviour of the Judge whom he had mentioned. 
Having stated these facts, he would not take up their time in de- 
tailing what he endured for two months in the King's Bench; suffice 
it to say, that he had suffered the utmost distress in a domestic way, 
and very considerable loss in a pecuniary way. He had gained no- 
thing there but a severe, lesson. He learned that, however honour- 
able a man's intention might be, they might be construed into guilty 
and the whole nation might be raised against him, except, indeed, the 
few cool, dispassionate, and sober persons who would read such pub- 
lications as the present calmly, and determine upon the motives of the 
writer. It was upon this intention that they (the jury) were to decide. 
The Attorney-General, Sir Samuel Shepherd, had stated, that this 
publication was issued for a political squib. He quite agreed with 
the Attorney-General; he joined issue with him upon this inter- 
pretation of the work; it was published for a political squib, and if 
they found it a political squib, they would deliver a verdict of acquit- 
tal. If they found it an impious and blasphemous libel, they would 
consign him to that punishment from which he should ask no mercy. 
This was the question which they were to try, and they had no- 
thing to try but that. They had nothing to do with the tendency 
which his work might have out of doors, or the effect which it 
might produce in that Court, or, at least, they had so little to do 
with it, as not to suffer it to weigh a feather in their minds in return- 
ing their verdict to the Court. They would remember, that he was 
not standing there as a defendant in an action brought by a private 
individual In that case, they would not have to look at the inten- 
tion of the party ; they would have to assess the amount of the da- 
mages ; but here they had every thing to do with the intention of the 
party, and if they did not find that this political catechism was pub- 
lished with an impious and profane intention, they would give him 
a verdict of acquittal. The Attorney-General had stated, that the 
very smile of a person was an evidence of the tendency of tliis pub- 
lication. He denied that. The smile might arise from something 
wholly different from the feeling of the person who wrote that pub- 
lication. But he would now proceed to call their attention to a 
very important branch of this question. In 1771, it was the intention 
of certain intelligent persons, Members of the House of Commons, 
to explain the powers of juries relating to libels. Mr. Dowdeswell 
moved to bring in a bill for that purpose ; and Mr. Burke, than 
whom he could not quote a man whose authority would be 
greater in that Court, delivered a most eloquent and im- 
pressive speech on that occasion. He said, '' It was the an- 
cient privilege of Englishmen that they should be tried by a 
jury of their equals; but that, by the proceeding by informa* 
lion, the whole virtue of juries was taken away. The spirit qi 
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the Star-chajDober had transmigrated, and lived again in the Ceurtf 
of Westminster-hall, who borrowed from the Star-chamber what 
that Court had taken from the Roman law. A timid jury will 
give way to an awful Judge, delivering oracularly the law, 
and charging them to beware of their oaths. They would do 
8o ; they had done so; nay, a respectable member of their own 
honse had told them, that on the authority of a judge, he found a 
man guilty in whom he could find no guilt." Mr. Dowdeswell's bill 
was brought in, but it did not pass into a law. Mr. Burke persevered 
in the same cause for a number of years, without success ; but in 
1790, the late Mr. Fox brought in a bill, which was now called the 
I^bel Bill, and it was under the authority of that solemn Act 
of Parliament that they now sat to try this information. This 
bill had fixed the powers of juries in cases of libel, and made 
It imperative on them to determine on the whole of mat- 
ters charged in the information. Now he was charged — 
with what ? With intending to excite impiety and irreligion^ 
Bot with^ having excited it ; so that, as the law stood before, 
if there had been but one copy printed, they would have been 
told to find him guilty, if it could be proved that the work was 
published by him ; but now, if he had sold 100,000 copies, it was the 
intention with which they had to do. As to blasphemy and profane- 
ness, he spurned the charge ; and when he said he spumed it, he 
could assure them they should not hear him say one word to-day 
which he did not utter from his heart, and from the most perfect con- 
viction. They were not to inquire whether he was a member of the 
Established Church or a Dissenter; it was enough that he professed 
himself to be a Christian : and he would be bold to say, that he made 
that profession with a reverence for the doctrines of Christianity which 
could not be exceeded by any person in that Court. He had, how- 
ever, been held up as a man unfit to live, as a blasphemer, a monster, 
a wretch ; he had been called a wretch who had kept body and soul 
together by the sale of blasphemous publications. If any man knew 
any one act of his life to which profaneness and impiety might be 
applied, he would ask and defy that man to stand forward and con- 
tradict him at that moment. He was innocent of that charge ; and it 
was the proudest day of his life to stand there, because he was not 
putting in a plea of not guilty against a charge of infamous and blas- 
phemous libel ; for if he were guilty of blasphemy, he would go to 
the stake and burn as a blasphemer, at the same time avowing the 
blasphemy. He said this, because he considered nothing was dearer 
to man than sincerity. It had been the misfortune of his life to have 
his actions misinterpreted by the papers, by the lookers on — the mere 
cvery-day observers; but there were a few individuals of the Establish- 
ed Church who knew every thing alledged against him to be a foul and 
base calumny. It was impossible for a man so humble in life as him- 
self to wage war with opinions broached by a Secretary of State ; but 
when he heard Lord Sidmouth^ in the House of Lords, rising every 
night and calling these little publications blasphemous, he had felt 
disposed to interrupt him. The odds were terribly against him 
in a prosecution of this kind, for he had to contend with the 
Secretary of States— a man whose opinions were adopted by a 
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great number ef ]^rs(NiB el the first rank and} consiitertitioD^ 
and whose private life was, ke belieted, unimpeachable. Th^ 
eminent character was, however, like other men, liable to error^ 
else he would nol have denounced this publication as blasphemoua in 
his place in the House of Lords. Even if it were so, was it justice td 
pronounce so decided an opinion, one which most necessarilj* carry n^ 
much weight and influence, before the proper course of inquiry and 
decision were had upon it? It was by these means that a wat*^ 
whoop and yell were sent forth against him throughout the country. 
But, friendless and unprotected as he was, he was obligedl to* 
submit, and hence his conduct had been held up to the amnie- 
ment of the ill-thinking throughout the country. He did »o# 
desire, for he did not know how, to obtain popularity ; he never 
went all lengths with any description of persons whatever* Hef 
was as independent in mind as any gentleman in that Court was in* 
dependent in property : he had made to himself many enemies, be^^ 
cause it is in human nature that the persons with whom weareintimale 
scarcely ever forgive one dereliction from what they consider duty. 
He always endeavoured to make up his mind as coolly as possible:' 
sure he was, that if he oyer did a man injury in his life, it was from mis-' 
take, and not from intention. And he asked the jury, if they had erer^ 
seen any of his publications before, whether they had observed in 
them any thing that would induce them to think that he was destroy 
of exciting impiety or profaneness ? No man in the country had » 
greater respect than himself for the constituted authorities ; if he' 
differed froni some public men in opinion, it was net at all times that- 
he differed ; it was not because there was a common cry against k 
measure that he joined in it. He had told them it was the intention^ 
of which they were to judge ; and he would sit down immediately, i^ 
the Attorney •General could lay his hand on any publication in which,' 
in any one passage or sentence, he could point out any thing tending' 
to degrade or vilify the Christian religion. He stated this, not int 
bravsido, but in the sincerity of his heart. If he were a man of s 
blasphemous turn ^ mind, it was scarcely possible, amongst the nv* 
merous works which he had published, and the greater part of them 
written by himself, that something of this kind should not have ap. 
peared ; but whatever opinions the Attorney-General might form re- 
specting his notions of religion, he knew that he could not produce 
any blasphemous writings against him. He came now to another part 
of this subject. It was his fate, when he was taken to the King's- 
Bench, although it might be an advantage to the country, to dififer 
with the Master of the Crown-office, as to the way in which the special 
^ies were returned. After the juries in his case were struck 

Here Mr. Justice Abbott again interrupted the defendant, ob- 
serving, that he did not think this had any bearing on the question. 
Mb was sorry, he repeated, to interfere with his defence, but he had 
better confine himself to the point at issue. 

Mr. Hone said it had, he thought, a bearing on the question, and 
Kk Lordship and the Jtiry would see it in a short time. The Juries 
te which he alluded were struck in what appeared to him a fair and 
an honourable way ; but — 

Mr. Jvtiice Absott. — I do not see the relevanejr of what you are 
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Hew statilig. It is my duty to take care that the time of the Court 
•hould not be consumed improperly : any other motive I cannot 
have. 

Mr. Hone said, that no person could be more anxious than himself 
to save the time of his Lordship and of the Jury. If the Attorney- 
Oeneral had asked him, hQ would have admitted the publication of 
the work in order to save time : but if he were prevented from going 
on with what he had begun to state, it would disarrange the whole 
©f his defence. He brought forward his arguments in the best way 
lie could, and he hoped for the indulgence of the Court. He would 
very briefly state what he saw of the mode of striking juries. The 
Master of the Crown Office took the book in his hand, and, putting 
his pen between the leaves, selected the name that appeared against 
the pen. The Master struck three juries for him in this way ; but 
when he (the defendant) was leaving the office, he could not help 
observing, that out of 144 persons, there were only two whose 
names he had ever heard of before — he who had lived in Lotidou 
all his hfe, and had been actively engaged. One of them was Mr. 
Sharpe, and he only knew his name as a member of the House of 
Commons. When, therefore, he saw those names he began to re- 
flect whether the Master had struck the juries from a proper list ; 
and Mr. Pearson, his attorney, conceiving that it was not a proper 
book, he (the defendant) afterwards sent a solemn protest to the 
Master of the Crown-office, when he knew Mr. Litchfield, the solici- 
tor of the Treasury, would be present, against those Juries, and the 
result was, that the Crown abandoned its Special Juries; Mr. Litchfield 
waved the three juries which had been struck in his case. The Crown 
consented to his discharge on his own recognizance. Three weeks ago 
these informations were revived, and notices given of fresh juries, and 
of this trial. He attended at the Crown-office, and he was glad to find 
that a new book of good jurymen was coming down to the office. 
He was told that a book containing the names of 8,000 persons in 
London would be sent down. The book came down, and the Master 
chose the juries as before, but he did not take the names against 
which his pen struck. 

Mr. Justice Abbott. — I really cannot see how this bears upon the 
cause. I shall not discharge my own duty if I sufifer you to proceed. 
I am unwilling to interfere, and prevent a defendant from stating 
any thing that bears upon his case, but I cannot see the least bearing 
in what you are now stating. 

Mr. HoNB could assure his Lordship that he would not say any 
thing disrespectful to the Court, but he thought the point most im- 
portant, and he hoped he should be allowed to proceed. 

A Juryman said, he also thought it might be material, on account 
of the notice which the public prints had taken of this subject. The 
defendant, therefore, should have an opportunity of stating the facts 
tmly. 

Mr. Justice Abbott regretted that the public prints should agitate 
Ihese matters previous to trial. As one of the gentlemen of the jury^ 
kowever, wished to hear some explanation, the defendant might 
proceed. 

Mr. HoNB refupedt— He had ob«eryed> that the Master did mot 
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take the name against which his pen 8track> and amgned ii6 reasM 
for taking the name of Webb in the place c^ Moxwi. While th» 
Master was pricking the jury, defendant could not see the name he 
took. The Master stated, that as there was a cavil about the pen, he 
mhould nominate the jury as he thought proper. He then opened 
the book, the Sohcitor of the Treasury standing at the right hand, 
and Mr./Maule, assistant solicitor, standing on the lefi^ and these 
two could see all the names. The Master went page after page se- 
lecting the jury, sometimes he gave ibur names in succession without 
turning over a leaf, at others he went over seven, eight, ten, or a 
dozen pages, regularly examining every page before he gave a name. 
In one instance he went over twenty -six pages, in another thirty -six 
pages, without giving out a name. The defendant entered a protest 
against this mode of proceeding. He made an affidavit of the fact|K, 
And OB a motion to the Court put it in. The Court decided (and 
to him it appeared the most extraordinary decision that ever was) 
that the Master was not bound to put the pen in his book. Nay^^ 
Lord Ellenborough, in the presence of Mr. Justice Abbott^ saici, 
that if the Master gave the defendant names in that way, it woul<ji 
be giving a jury by Iqt, and that he was bound to select such P^r* 
sons as he thought proper. The defendant could oppose nothing 
to that, except that it appeared to be an unfair mode. He did not 
think that it ever was in the contemplation of law that the Crown 
should select such persons as it chose. Under that impression he left 
the Court with what he conceived to be great injustice. The judgea 
all said, that to nominate meant to select. Now he found that the 
Master of the Crown Office was nominated to the Crown by the 
Court, that is to say, the Court nominated four or five persons to 
the Crown, who selected one of them to fill the office. Here, iheh, 
the Court nominated, and the Crown selected > so that nomi- 
nation was not, in fact, selection. He now came to his trial, and 
it was perfectly immaterial to him of what opinion the jury were, 
satisfied as he was that they would return a true verdict. He had 
a very serious impression upon his mind of what his situation would 
be if a verdict went against him. In that case he firmly believed 
that he should never return to his family from that co'^rt* The At- 
torney-General was entitled to a reply ; and though the learned gen- 
tleman had shewn great courtesy, he could not expect him to wave that 
right. Jfhe would, the defendant would engage to conclude in 20 
minutes. He did not see any disposition of that kind, and he would 
therefore proceed. He should state nothing that was new, because 
he knew nothing that was new He had his books about him^ alvd 
it was from them that he must draw his defence. They had been 
the solace of his life ; and as to one of Mr. Jones's little rooms in 
the Bench, where he had enjoyed a delightful vie»v of the Surrey 
hills, they would afford him great consolation there, but his mind 
must be much distracted by the sufferings of his family. He knew no 
distinction between public and private life. Men should be con- 
sistent in their conduct; and he had endeavoured so to school his 
mind that he might give an explanation ot every act of his life. If 
he had ever done an injury to any one, it was by accident, und 
not by design ; and, though some persons had lost money by i.iin, 
t}tere was not one who weuld say that he did not entertain a resped 
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for him [the defendant]. From being a book-deakr he. became c 
bookseller; and what was very unfortunate, he was too much ai»- 
tached to his books to part with them. He had a wife and seven 
ehildren^ and had latterly employed himself in writing for their sup- 
port. As to parodies^ they were as old, at least, as the inventiom 
of printing; and he never heard of a prosecution for a parody, 
either religious or any other. There were two kinds of parodies; 
one in which a man might convey ludicrous or ridiculous ideas rela- 
tive to some other subject; the other, where it was meant to ridicule 
the thing parodied. The latter was not the caie here, and therefore 
he had not brought religion into contempt. It was remarkable that 
in October last a most singular parody was inserted in the Edinburgh 
Magazine, which was published by Mr. Blackwood. The parody 
was written with a great deal of ability, and it was impossible but 
that the authors must have heard of this prosecution. The parody 
was made on a certain chapter of Ezekiel, and was introduced by a 
preface, stating that it was a translation of a Chaldee manuscript 
preserved in a great library at Paris. There was a k^iy to the pa- 
rody which furnished the names of the persons described in it. The 
key was not published, but he had obtained a copy of it. Mr. 
Blackwood is telling his own story ; and the two cherubims were 
Mr. Cleghorn, a farmer, ani^ Mr. Pringle, a schoolmaster, who 
had been engaged with him as editor of a former magazine; the 
** crafty man" was Mr. Constable ; and the work that " ruled the 
nation" was the "Edinburgh Review." The defendant then read 
a long extract from the parody, of which the following is a spe- 
cimen : — 

" Now, in those days, there lived also a man who was crafty in 
counsel, and cunning in all manner of working : and I beheld the 
man, and he was comely and well favoured, and he had a notable 
horn in his forehead wherewith he ruled the nations. And I saw 
the horn, that it had eyes, and a mouth speaking great things, 
and it magnified itself even to the Prince of the Host, and it cast 
down the truth to the ground, and it grew and prospered. And 
when this man saw the book, and beheld the things that were 
in the book, he was troubled in spirit and much cast down. And 
he said unto himself, why stand i idle here, and why do I not be- 
stir myself? Lo I this book shall become a devouring sword in 
the hand of my adversary, and with it will he root up or 
loosen the horn* that is in my forehead, and the hope of my 
gains shall perish from the face of the earth. And he hated the 
book, and the two beasts that had put words into the book, for 
he judged according to the reperts of men; nevertheless, the man 
was crafty in counsel, and more cunning than his fellows. And 
he said unto the two beasts, come ye and put your trust under 
the shadow of my wings, and we will destroy the man whose 
name is as ebony, and his book." 

He observed, that Mr. Blackwood was much respected by a 
gtedit number of persons. 

Mr. Justice Abbott said, he could not think their respect 
could be increased by such a publicalion. He must express hia 
disapprobation of it ; and at the samejftime observed, that the d^ 
fendant^ by citing it, was only, defen<if^g one offence by another. 
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The Attorney-General said, he had been thinking for th« 
last few minutes where a person in his situation could interrupt 
a defendant. He nov\' rose to make an objection in point of law. 
The defendant was stating certain facts of previous publica- 
tion^, and a question might arise as to the proof of them. 
The same objection applied to the legality of his statement. 
The defendant had no more rij^ht to state any previous libel by 
"way of parody, than a person charged with obscenity had of 
bringing volumes on the table and exhibiting them in his de- 
fence. The defendant had no right to be stating, and so to be 
publishing, things \^hich had better remain on the shelves in i 
bookseller's shop than be in the hands of the public. 

Mr. Hone said, that the Attorney-General called this parody a li- 
bel, but it WHS not a libel till a jury had found it to be so. flis was 
not a libel, or why did he stand there to defend it? In taking this 
course of defence, he did nut take it as a selection of modes ; it was 
his only mode. He had no intention to send forth any offensive pub- 
lication to the world, but merely to defend himself. When he heard 
that his own parodies had given pain t© some minds, he was sorry for 
it. This sort of writing was familiar to him from his course of read- 
ing. This parody, called Wilkes's Catechism, was published by him 
on the 14th of February, and on Ihe 22dhe stopt the sale of the other 
pamphlets. He should adduce evidence to show that this sort of 
writing had never been prosecuted. He tlien held in his hand a little 
publication drawn up by the late Dr. Lettsom, shewing the effects of 
temperance and intemperance, by diverging lines, as a man gets from 
water to strong beer, and from strong beer to spirituous liquors and 
habits of brutal intoxication. He took this as a popular mode ef 
conveying instruction with preservation of health, and had no in»» 
tention to ridicule the thermometer on the plan on which it was 
framed. 

He (the defendant) knew there were some most excellent persons 
who occasionally made applications of the Scripture in a way which 
they ^^'ould not do in the pulpit. Jn 1S18, a parody of the first verse 
of the first psalm was written by a man whom every individual in 
this Court would esteem— a man to whom we were indebted for li- 
berty of conscience, and finally for all the blessings of the Reforma- 
tion itself — he meant Martin Luther. In the first volume of Jortin's 
Life of Erasmus, page 117, the following pirody, on the first verse 
of the first psalm, to which he had alluded, appeared : " Blessed is 
the man that hath not walked in the way of the Sawamentarians. nor 
sat in the seat of the Zuinglians, or followed the counsel of fhe Zuri- 
chers." Would any man say that Martin Luther was a blasphemer! 
and he was a parodist as well as William Hone. But parodies had 
been published even in the pulpit. He had then in his hand a pa- 
rody on the Lord's Prayer, delivered in the pulpit by Dr. John Boys, 
Dean of Canterbury, in 1613, and which was afterwards inserted in 
a folio volume of his works which he published. He stated, that ho 
gained great applause by preaching on that occasion, which occurred 
on the 5th of November, 1600 The parody ran in these words : 
*^* Our Pope, which art in Rofie, hellish be thy name, give us this dsy 
#ur cup in Ihe Lord's supper/' and so on. 

92 



20 

Mr. Justice Abbott thought it better that the defendant sheuld 
ihot read any more of this parody ; it could only shock the ears of 
iv^l-disposed and religious persons; and he must again repeat, that 
the law did not allow one offence to be vindicated by another. He 
wished the defendant would not read such things. 

Mr. Hone. — My Lord, your Lordship's obse;-vation is in the very 
spirit of what Pope Leo X. said to Martin Luther — " For God's sake 
don't say a word about the indulgences and the monasteries, and I'll 
jgive you a living," thus precluding him from mentioning the very 
thing in dispute. I must go on with these parodies, said Mr. Hone, 
or I cannot go on with my defence. 

The next book he should refer to was a volume of sermons by Bishop 
Latimer, in which there was one illustrated by a game of cards. He 
recollected to have seen an old book of sermons with a wooden cut, in 
which tbe clergyman was represented holding out a card in his hand 
from the pulpit. He had no doubt but that wooden cut was a portrait 
of the Bishop preaching the very sermon to which he was about to call 
Uie attention of the Jury. Let it be recollected that the author of this 
6ermon was the great Latimer, who suffered for the truth. Would 
any one venture to say that he meant to ridicule religion ? Many of 
the sermons were preached before the King and the Privy Council : 
that to which he referred was the ^4th, and entitled " The first of two 
sermons of the Card, preached at Cambridge, in Advent, 1526." The 
Re<r« Bishop says, '^ And because I cannot declare Christ's rule unto 
you at one time as it ought to be done, I will apply myself according 
to your custom at this time of Christmas* I will, as I said, declare 
vntoyou Christ's rule, but that shall be in Christ's cards, wherein you 
shall perceive Christ's rule. The game that we will play at shall be 
the triumph [this word triumph, said Mr. Hone, is what we now call 
trump, which is a corruption of the original term], which, if it be well 
played at, he that dealeth shall win, and the standers and lookers upon 
shall do the same ; insomuch that there is no man that is willing to 
play at this triumph with these cards but they shall be all winners and 
no losers; let, therefore, every Christian man and woman play 
at these cards, that they may have and obtain the triumph. You must 
inark^ also, that the triumph must apply to fetch home unto him all 
the other cards, whatsoever suit they be of. Now, then, tako you 
this first card, which must appear and be showed unto you as follow- 
eth : — You have heard what was spoken to men of the old law — 
l^hou shalt not kill; whosoever shall kill, shall be in danger of 
judgment ; and whosoever shall say unto his neighbour radra (that is 
to say, brainless, or any other word of rebuking) shall be in danger of 
a council ; and whosoever shall say unto his neighbour fool, shall be in 
^nger of Hell fire." This card was made and spoken by Christ him- 
self. He would not take up the time of the Court by reading the 
whole of what the Reverend Prelate had said, but would confine him- 
self to a passage where he described bad passions under (he name of 
Tnrks. ^^ These evil-disposed affections and sensualities in us are 
always contrary to our salvation. What shall we do now or imagine 
to thrust down these Turks, and to subdue them ? It is a great igno- 
miny and shame for a Christian man to be bound and subject unto a 
'tark* JUdy^ ft shall net be sa | we wiU first cast a tmmp [here ths 
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word tranp is used] in tbeir way, and phry witli then At cards wli% 
shall have die better* Let us play, therefore, on (his fashion ivith 
this card. Whensoever it shall happen those foul passions and 
Turks do rise in our stomachs against our brother or neighbonr^ 
either for unkind words, injuries, or wrongs, which they have done 
unto us contrary unto our mind, straightways let us call unto 
eur remembrance and speak that question, unto ourselves, ^ Who 
art thouP' The Bishop had taken his text from John 1. 9. And 
this is the record of John, when the Jews sent Priests 
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him ^ Who art thou?' in 
^e course of the sermon, therefore, this question, ^ who art 
thou?' is often introduced. The answer (continues the Bishop) 
is, ^ I am a Christian man«' Then further we must say to our- 
selves— ' What requireth Christ of a Christian man?' — Now turft 
«p your trump, your heart (hearts is trump, as I said before), and 
east your trump, your heart, on this card, and upon this card yoa 
shall learn what Christ requireth of a Christian man : not to be angry 
or mof ed to ire against his neighbour in mind, countenance, or other- 
wise, by word or deed. Then take up this card with your heart, and 
lay them together ; that done, you have won the game of the Turk^ 
whereby you have defaced and overcome by true and lawful play.*' 
A« he said before, he was confident that the wooden cut he had seen 
in the old book of sermons represented the Bishop in the act of holding 
up the card referred to. He had introduced this extract from Bishop 
lAtimer to show, that the must pious men frequently resorted to means 
of illustrating even sacred things in a way which others might consider 
very extraordinary. He was aware that many worthy men condemn- 
ed parodies, bat it was not his business to eulogize this or any ether 
parody ; it was sufficient to show, that the practice of composing them 
had existed, and had been followed by the most venerable and respected 
characters this country ever produced. 

He should now turn to that celebrated collection; the Ilarleian Mis- 
cellany, the second volume of which, being Mr. Dntton's octavo edi* 
tion, contained an article entitled ^^ The plague ef Westminster, or 
an order for the visitation of a sick Parliament, grievously troubled 
with a new disease, called the consumption of their members." The 
persons visited are, the Earl of Suffolk, the Earl of Lincoln, Lord 
RandsoD, the Earl of Middlesex, the Lord Barkley, the Lord Wil« 
loughby, the Lord Maynard, Sir John Maynard, Master Glyn, Re* 
corder of London ; with a form of prayer, and other rites and cere- 
enomes, to be esed for their recovery ; strictly commanded to be used 
in all churches, chapels, and congregations, throughout his Majesty's 
three kingdoms of Enffland, Scotland, and Ireland. Printed for V. V. 
in the year 1647, quarto, containing six pages. Let all the long abused 
|ieopie of this kingdom speedily repair for the remedy of all their 
grievances to the high place at Westminster; and so soon as entered 
Into the Lords'. House let them reverently kneel down upon their bare 
. knees, and say this new prayer and exhortation following : ^^ O Al- 
mighty and everlasting Lords, we acknowledge and confess from, 
the bottom of our hearts, that you have most justly plagued us ifytse 
full serea years for oar tnimifold shts and iniquities. Forasmuch^ as 
we have aot rebeUad agaisst yon, bat agidnst the King, oar most 
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gracious Lord, to the abandant sorrow of our r«f«fitiiDf hearts, to 
whose empty chair we now bow in all reyerence, in token of our 
duty and obedience. For we now too well (O Lords) understand 
that we have griefously sinned, which hath made your honours 
gUe us as a spoil unto robbers, viz. your committees, sequestrators, 
excisemen, and pursuivants," &c. The parties are then desired, 
if they find no redress, te (urn to the House of Commons ; after 
which, this direction follows : — '^ Here, let all the people sing, Ps. 4S. 
Judge and revenge, &c.; and then facing about to Henry VIL's 
Chapel, let all the people rehearse the articles of their new reformed 
faith, and after say as follows:" — The passage thus directed to be 
said, and the whole article concludes thus : — ^^ We beseech ye by 
all these, pray against the plaguy diseases your hypocrisy hath brought 
upon the two Houses of Parliament and the whole kingdom, by heresy, 
poverty, impeachments, banishments, and the like, amen. Then let ' 
the people sing (he 41st Psalm, and so depart." He had already 
proved to the Court and Jury that eminent and pious divines had been 
in the habit of approving and writing parodies. He should now show 
them that that species of compositfon had also been sanctioned by the 
approbation of eminent lawyers. In a collection bf tracts, by the great 
Lord Somers, there is a parody eommencing thus :— ** Ecce I — The 
New Testament of our Lords and Saviours, the House of our Lords and 
Saviours, the House of Commons, and the Supreme Council at Win(f4^ 
Bor. Newly translated out of their own heathenish Greek ordinances, 
with their former proceedings; diligently compared and revised, and 
appointed to be read in all conventicles. Chap. I. The Genealogy 
of the Parliament from the year 1640 to this present 1648. The con- 
ception of their brain, by the influence of the Devil ; and born of Hell 
and Damnation, when they were espoused to Virtue. 1. The Book 
of the Generation of John Pim, the son of Judas, the son of Belzebub. 
2. Pim begat a Parliament, a Parliament begat Showd, Shewd begat 
Hazelrig, and Hazelrig begat Hollis. 3. Hollis begat Hotham, Hotham 
begat Martin, and Martin begat Corbet ; and so on the article goes 
parodying the whole of the genealogy of Christ, as given in the first 
chapter of Matthew. It is afterwards in the 13th yerse stated, then 
King Charles being a just man, and not willing to have his people 
ruinated, was minded to dissolve them. 14. But while he thought on 
these things, behold an angel of darkness appeared to him, saying, 
King Charles, these men intend nothing but thine and the kingdom's 
good, therefore, fear not to give them this power, for what they 
DOW undertake is of the Holy Ghost. 15. And they shall bring forth 
a son, and shall call his name Reformation; he shall save the people 
from their sins. 16. Now all this was done that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken long ago in the prophecy. — Owtwell Bais,^' Then 
follows the second chapter, which is also a close parody on the second 
chapter of Matthew, The third chapter of Matthew is parodied by 
an. application to Saltmarsh and Dell, two noted preachers of those 
times. It commences thus :— ^^ In those days came Saltmarsh the An- 
tinomian, and Dell the Independent, and preached to the citizens of 
London. The fourth chapter is a parody on the temptations of 
Christ. He would read only a few passages:—*^ 1. Then was King 
Charles permitted by God to Im tempted by iiis Parliament with ua« 



reasonble propositions many days. 2. And iHien Pembroke At 
Tempter came unto him, he said, if thou wilt still be King of Great 
Britain thou must set thy hand to these propositions. 9. From that 
time there was a deadly war between the King and his Pariiament, 
with an equal concernmeut on both sides. 10. And his fame went 
through all the quarters of £ogland, the people bringing unto him all 
sach as were diseased with the eYil, and he healed tbeu). 11. And 
there followed him great multilines of hb people from Kent, from 
Staffordshire, and from beyond Tyne." 

Mr. Hone then quoted some yerses from a work, entitled ^' Pol!« 
tical Merriment; or, Truth told to some Tune." Heneit read from 
the Re?. Mark Nobles's continuation of ^Granger's Biographical His* 
tory of England, the following verses written respecting Dr. Burnetii 
the author of. the Theory of the Earth : — 

A dean and prebendary 
Had once a new vagary ; 
And were at doleful strife, sir. 
Who led the better life, sir. 

And was the better man. 
And was the better man. 
The dean he said, that truly. 
Since Bluff was so unruly. 
He'd prove it to his face, sir. 
That he had the most grace, sir; 

And so the fight began, &c. 
When Preb. replied like thunder, 
And roars out, 'twas no wonder. 
Since gods the dean had three, sii^ 
And more by two than he, sir. 

For he had got but one, &c. 
Now while these two were raging. 
And in dispute engaging, 
. The Master of the Charter, 
Said both had caught a tartar ; 

For gods, sir, there were non^, &c. 
That all the books of Moses 
Were nothing but supposes ; 
That he deserved rebuke, sir. 
Who wrote the Pentateuch^ sir; 

*Twas nothing but a sham, 

*Twas nothuig but a sham. 
That as for father Adam, 
With Mrs. Eve, his madam. 
And what the serpent spoke, sir^ 
Twas nothing but a joke, sir. 

And well-invented flam, &c. 
Thus, in this battle royal» 
As none would take denial. 
The dame for whom they strove, sir^ 
Could neither of them love, sir. 

Since all had given offence, &c. 
She therefore, slily waiting. 
Left all three fools a-prating ; 
And being in a fright, sir, 
Religion took her flight, sir. 

And ne'er waa heard of liACCb Ice. 



The next work to whicli Mr. Hone called tbe aitetttioB of tiie jurf 
was a small tract pnrportloir to be translated from tbe French of Fa« 
ther La Chaise. It was a parody on the Catechism intended to satirize 
Lewis Xi V^. He was asked, Whose child are yon ? And answered. 
That he was begotten by Cardinal Richelieu on the body of Ann of 
Austria. He was then made to lament his breach of faith with 
theHugonots. The whole was a gross libel on the King of France, 
iiat no ridicule of the Holy Scri^ures. The next work to which 
he should allude was the Fair Circassian, stated to be written by a 
Gentleman Commoner of Oxford. The author was knows to be the 
Rer. Mr. Croxal, the translator of i^sop. It was a ?ery free parody 
on the Canticles ; he held it in his hand, but he did not think it fit to 
be publicly read. 

He should now refer to a work entitled the Champion, .published is 
1741. It was a periodical publication, and in it he found the following 
parody : — 

** Verse 5. The triumph of the wicked ii short, and the joy of the 
hypocrite but for a moment. 

" This is evident in the case of tbe children of Israel, who were for- 
merly oppressed with the Egyptian task masters ; those miscreants, with 
Pharoah at their head, (like Colossus^) afflicted tbe poor Israelites with 
their burdens, and built for P^Arr>aA Treasure Cities, Pithom and Raam- 
ses. But short was the triumph of the wicked. The Jirae/iVe^ were de- 
livered, and Pharoah with his host of existing task masters thrown inte 
the Rtd Sea. 

«* Remember this. O Pharoah of N— f — Ik !— rthou, who as Benjamin 
has raven'd like a wol(^ in the morning hast devoured the prey, and at 
Bight divided the spoil. Gen. xlix. 17- 

** Though his excellency mount up to the heavens, and his head reach 
unto the clouds. 

** This is to say, however set forth in a preamble. 

*' 7. Yet he shall perish for ever like his own dung } They which have 
seen him shall say, where is be ? 

** Ainsi soir U! 

*• 8. He shall fly away as a dream, and shall not be found ; Yea, he 
shall be chased away as a vision of the night. Amen, 

** 9. The eye also which saw him, shall see him no more; neither shall 
his place any more behold him." 

In the Foundling Hospital for Wit, is a paper, entitled '* Lesson* 
of the Day, 1st and 2d Book of Preferment, &c." He should trouble 
the jury with a few extracts from it. The 1st lesson here beginneth 
the 1st chapter of the Book of Preferment : — 

«* 1 Now it came to pass in the 15th year of the reign of Qe^rge the 
King, in the 2d month, on the 10 h of tlie month at even, that a 
deep s'eep came upon me, the visions of the night possessed my spirits : I 
dreamed, and behold Robert, the minister, came in unto tbe King, and 
besought him, sayini< :, — 

2. O King, live forever ! Let thy throne be established from genera- 
tion to {•ennation ! But behold now, the pow( r which th<.u gavest unto 
thy servant is at an end, the Chippenham election is lost» and the enemiet 
•f thy servant triumjh pver him* 



*^ ** S. Whcrefofe, now, I prajr thee, if I have found favour in thj 
*ight, suffer thy servant to depart in peace, that my soul may hiess thee. 

** 4. And when he had spoken thes^ words, he resigned unto the King 
his place of First Lord of the Treasury, his Chancellorship of the Exche- 
quer, and all his other preferments. 

*' 6. And great fear came upon Robert, and^hig heart smote him, and 
he fled from the assembly- of the people, and went up into the sanctuary, 
and was safe." ^ 

'* Second Lesson. — 1. Now these are the generations of those that 
sought preferment 

«•«. Twenty years they sought preferment, and found it not: y«i» 
twenty years they wandered in the wilderness. 

** $. Twenty years tbty sought them places ; but they found no resting 
place for the sole of their foot. 

^ 4. And lo! it came to pass in the days of George the King, thftl 
they said amongst themselves. Go to, let us get ourselves places that it 
may be well with us, our wives, and our little ones. 

*' 5. And these are the names of the men that have gotten themselves 
places in this th«ir day, ^c."" 

And again, ** The evening was warm, and -the riyer was smooth 
and the melody of instrnments was heard upon the waters, and I said^ 
Lo ! I will go to Vauxhall. So I took a companion, and the voyage 
pleased me. And it came to pass, as I sailed by Lambeth, the Palace 
•f the High Priest, I asked of the man that was with me, saying, is 
this Prelate aliva or dead ? and he answered and said, our friend 
sUepeth, So I came to Vauxhall. * * » And f said unto mine eye, 
go to now, and examine every part, &c. Then I beheld a drawer, 
and he lool^ed wistfully upon me, and his countenance said. Sit dt)WB. 
8o I sate down ; and 1 said. Go now, fetch me savoury meats, such 
as my soul loveth ; and he straitway went to fetch them. And I said 
onto him. Asked I not for beef ? wherefore then didst thou bring me 
parsley? Run now quickly and bring me wine^ that I may drink, and 
my heart may cheer me ; for as to what beef thou broughtest me, I wot 
not what is become of it. Now the wine was an abomination unto 
me ; nevertheless I drank, for I said, * Lest, peradventure I should 
faint by the way/ " &c. 

The next book to which he should call their attention was one, the 
circulation of which had been. very great. It was composed of the 
papers published by the Aisociatipn for preserving Liberty and Pro- 
perty against Republicans and Levellers, which met at the Crown and 
Anchor, in the Strand. It wa^ entitled the British Freeholder's Poli- 
tical Creed. 

'" Q. Who are you ? 

'* A. I am a freeholder of Great Britain. 

** Q. What prii^flegc enjoyest thou by being a freeholder of Great 
Britain? 

" A. By beipg a freeholder of Great Britain, I am a greater man, in 

tny civil capacity, than the g^^atest subject of an arbitrary prince 5 be- 

\eause I am governed by laws ; and my life, my liberty, and my property 

«annx)t be taken from me but according to those laws j I am a free man. 

'' Who gave thee this liberty ? 

** No than garelt me; it ii inherent^ and was preserved to ma whta 

a 
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lost to the greatest part of maakind, by the wisdom of God, and the va- 
lour of my ancestors, freeholders of this realm. 

'* Wilt thou stand fast in this liberty, whereunto thou art born and 
rntitled by the laws of .thy country ? 

** A. Yes, verily, by God's grace, I will." 

A well-known character, Mr. John Reeves, was the chairman and 
founder of this society. In one of his publications he (the defendant) 
had stated that Mr. R. was the publisher of a parody on the Catechism. 
Now, Mr. R. wasa very loyal man. He meant loyal in a different 
sense from his own loyalty, for in respect and obedience to the laws 
he yielded to no miin. Buc Mr. Reeves had got something for his 
loyalty — something to make him sit easy. He is the printer of the 
Prayer Book, to which he has written an introduction with an address 
to the Queen. There is an anecdote connected with Mr. Reeves which 
be should wish to state. Mr. Reeves called at his (the defendant's) 
shop, in consequence of the statement respecting his publication of a 
parody on the Catechism* He then declared, that his Majesty's Mi- 
nisters had nothing to do with the establishment of the society at the 
Crown and Anchor. He therefore, took this opportunity of publicly 
repeating what Mr. Reeves had said ; but he himself knew something 
respecting the institution of that society, which he should perhaps take 
the opportunity of stating on another occasion. 

Mr. Hone then referred to the papers relative to the Westminster 
election of 1784, published in a quarto volume. There are among them 
a great number of scriptural parodies, from which he should select only 
the following, entitled, " Fox." 

** Again the sons of Judas assemble themselves together at the hotel in 
the market place, to present themselves before the Lord [Hood] and 
Envy came also to present himself among (hem. And Truth said unto 
Envy, from whence comest thou ? And Envy answered and said, fren 
walking to and fro in the garden, and appearing upon the hustings. 'Then 
Truth said unto; Envy, hast thou considered my servant Fox, that there 
is none like him upon the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that 
revereth me and escheweth evil ? and still he holdeth his integrity, al- 
though thou movest against him to destroy him without a cause. Then 
Envy said, skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for a ma- 
jority. But put forth thy hand and touch him, and he will curse thee 
to thy face. And Truth said unto Envy, behold, he is in thy hand, but 
spare his election. So Envy went forth from the presence of Truth, and 
raised up a majority against Fox of 3 1 8 men. Then Insinuation said unte 
Fox, Dost thou still retain thy perseverance ? Curse the poll and decline. 
But Fox answered and said, thou speakest as one of the foolish sisters 
speaktth; my cause is just, and I will persevere. And in all these 
things. Fox sinned not." 

In the " Humorous Magazine," there was a piirody on the Te 
Deum ; and, in Grose's Olio, a parody entitled " The Chronicles of 
the Coxheath Camp." 

He must now refer to that well-known book ^^ the Chronicles of the 
ILings of England, from the Norman Conquest to the present time,^ 
written, as set forth in the preface, by Nathan BenSadi. He shoul4 
beg leave to read some passages from it as examples of parody. 

*• Now it came to pass in the year one thousand sixty and six, in the 



month of September, on the eighth day of the month, (hat William pT 
Normandy, surnamed the Bastard, landed in Sngland, and pitched hb 
tent in a field near the town of Hastings.* Then Harold the King/ at- 
tended by all his nobles* came forth to meet him with a numerous ariny» 
and gave him battle : and it was fought from the rising of the sun even to 
the going down of the same. But Harold was slain by an arrow shot into 
his brains, and his army was routed with exceeding great slaughter.'* 

*• Elizabeth. — Now Elizabeth was twenty and five years old when sh^ 
began to reign, and she reigned over England forty and four years, four 
months, and seven days, and her mother's name was AnnaB'uUen. And 
she choose unto herself wise and able ministers, and governed her king* 
dom with power and great glory. 

" The sea also was subject unto her, and she reigned on the ocean with 
a mighty hand. 

** Her admirals compassed the world about, and brought her hom« 
treasures from the uttermost parts of the earth. 

•* The glory of England she advanced to its height, and ail the prinoet 
ef the earth sought her love : her love was fixed on the happiness of 
her people, and would not be divided. The era of learning was also in 
her reign, and the genius of wit shone bright in the land. Spencer and 
Shakespeare, Verulam and Sidney, Raleigh and Drake adorned the 
court, and made her reign immortal. And woe unto you Spaniards^ 
woe unto you, you haughty usurpers of the American seas ; for she came 
unto your armada as a whirlwind, and as a tempest of thunder she over- 
whelmed you in the sea. 

*' Wisdom and strength were in her right hand, and in her left were 
glory and wealth. 

^* She spake, and it was war^, she waved her band, and the nations 
dwelt ia peace. 

** Her Ministers were just, and her counsellors were^ sage; her cap- - 
tains were bold, and her maids of honour ate beefsteaks for their 
breakfast. 

** And Elizabeth slept with her father?, and was buried in the chapel 
of King Henry VH., and James of Scotland reigned in her stead. 

" James I. And Jamie thought himself a bonny King, and a mickle 
wise mon ? howbeit, he was a fool and a pedant. 

'• But the spirit of flattery went forth in the land, and the great men 
and the bishops offered incense unto him, saying, O most sacred King ! 
thou art wiser than the children of men; thou speakest hy the spirit of 
God ; there has been none equal to thee before thee ; neither will any 
rise after thee like unto thee. 

** Thus they abused him daily \vith lying and fulsome adulation ; and 
the ear of James was tickled therewith, and he was puffed up and 
thought himself wise ; whereupon he began to dispute with the doctors* 
and to decide controversies, and to write books, and the world was 
undeceived.*' 

The work has lately been continued down to the present time, with 
an allusion to the French revolution in the following manner : — ' 

** And after those days a great and wonderful madness broke out 
about a people in France ; so wonderful was it, that from being wor* 
shippers of kings they became in the twinkling of an eye king-killers 
and queen-murderers. And all that bad the blood of royalty in theic 
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yeina tbey did cruelly destroy. So great was (he destruction throagii 
the land, that many thousand guillotines could not clear the prisons of 
their innocent victims ; wherefore they drowned them in hundreds, and 
butchered them in thousands ; and he who could invent the most 
^^speedy method to destroy the human race^ was accounted worthy of all 
honour. And every good man. and every virtuous woman, were 
obliged to fly out of the land, or to hide themselves in rocks and caves^ 
/rom the fury of Robespierre, and the infernal masters with whom he 
overspread the land. And they made the house p{ God a repository for 
/the engines of their destruction, and banished all the priests and 
religion from the land, and set up a w — e in its stead, to whom they 
gave the name of liberty and equality J* 

The next work he should quote from was one of great celebrity, on 
account of the wit and genius displayed in its composition, and which 
iras in (he library of etery gentleman who paid attention to the pub- 
lic affairs of the country — a work which was admired even by those 
whodiifered most from the politics it supported: he meant ^' The 
Koliad," published by Mr. Ridgway, a respectable bookseller^ and a 

;inost worthy man. In that collection of curious pieces, the twenty- 
second edition of which, and that not the latest, I hold in my hand, 
there is one eniitled. Five le Scrutiny^ to which he begged leate to 

'call the attention of the jury. It related to the scrutiny on the cele- 
brated Westminster election carried on in the vestry of St. Ann^g 
Church, Soho. It is as follows: — ^^ Cross Gospel the First — But 
what says my good Lord Bishop of London to this same Westminster 
scrutiny — this daily combination of rites sacred and jwq/awe— ceremo- 
Bies religious and political under his hallowed roof of St. Ann^s 
Church, Soho? Should h;s Lordship be unacquainted with this curi- 
ous process, let hira know it is briefly this : — At 10 o'clock the High 
Bailiff opens *his inquisition for the Perdition of Votes ^ where he 
never fails to be honored with a crowded audience. At 1 1 o'clock 
the High Priest mounts the rostrum in the church for the Salvation 
OF SouLS) without a single body to attend him ; even his corpulent 
worship the clerk, after the first introductory Amen) filing off to the 
vestry to lend a hand towards reaping a quicker harvest ! the alter- 
»ate vociferations from church to vestry, during the different services 
were found to cross eaoh other sometimes in responses so opposite, that 

. a gentleman who writes short hand was induced to take down part of 
the blunder-fliedley dialogue of one day, which he here transcribes 
for general information, on a subject of Mch singular importance, 
▼ia.i — 

*' High Badliff.— [The High Bailiff of that day, you m^stknow, said 
Mr. Hdne, h represented as having been a very ignorant stupid man.J 
—I cannot see that tkis herefdlow is a just vdte. 

*« Curate. — In thy sight shall no man living be justified. 

«• Mr^ Fox. — I despise the pitiful machioations of my opponents. 

** Curate. — And with thy ^vouiable kindness shidt Ibou defend him 
as with a shield. 

•^ Witness. — He swore, d — n him if he did'nt give Fox a plumper* 

" Clerk. — Good Lord» deliver us. 

" Mr. Morgan.— 1 irtand here as counsel for Sir Ccci^ Wxaj. 
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<• Curate. — Ageoeral ptttiience visited the land» and Serpents and 
Vrogs defiled the holy temple. 

'* Mr. Phillips. — Mr. High Bailiff, the audacity of that fellow oppisite 
*to me would almost justify my chastisiog him in his saered place, bat 
1 will content myself with rolling bis heavy head in the Thames, 

•• Curate. — Give peace in our time^ O Lord I 

" Sir Cecil Wray. — I rise only to say thus much, that is concerning 
myself*, (hough as for the matter of myself, I don*t care, Mr. High 
BailiC much about it. 

" Mr. Fox. — TTear I hear ! hear ! 

** Curate. — If thou shalt see the ass of him that hateth thee lying 
under bis burden, thou shalt surely help him. 

" Sir Cecil Wray. — I trust, — I dare say, — at least I hope 1 may ven- 
ture to think — that my Right Honourable friend, — I should say enemy^-r 
fully comprehends what I have to say in my own defence. 

•* Curate. — As for me, I am a worm, and no man ; a very scorn of 
men, and the outcast of the people; fearful and trembling are come 
upon me, and a horrible dread overwbelmeth me ! ! ! 

** High-Bailiff. — As that fellow there says he did not vote for Fox, 
whom did he poll for ? 

*« Curate. — Barabbas ? Now Barabbas was a robber ! " 

He (Mr. Hone) should now quote a parody of the Lord's Prayer, 
ivhicb appeared in a public paper in the year 1807, (the Oracle), It 
ran thus : — " Our step-father, who art in Paris, cursed be thy name! 
thy kingdom be far from us, thy will be done neither in Heaven nor in 
earth. (Here the Attorney General interfered, and the defendant 
remarked, that the parody had appeared in a Government paper, 
edited, he believed by Mr. Heriot.) 

The Court. — Wherever it may have appeared, the publicatien 
vras highly reprehensible-— one instance of profanene^s cannot excuse 
another. 

Mr. Hone. — Certainly not ; but if this mode of writing has been 
practised by dignitaries of the church, and by men high in the State^ 
he humbly conceived that that circumstance might be some excuse for 
his having been the publisher of the trifle now charged as libellous. 
He solemnly declared, that he never had any idea of ridiculing reli- 
gion, and that as soon as he was aware of the publication haYjng given 
' ofifence to some persons whose opinion he respected, however mudh 
he might differ with them on that point, he immediately stopped the 
sale. He even refused, after he had suspended the publication, to 
give a copy to an old friend ; and gave such offence by that refusal, 
that his friend had scarcely spoken to him since. He persisted, how- 
ever, in allowing no copies to go out of his custody, except three, 
which he gave to three different individuals, iu order to obtain their 
opinions on the parody. In short, finding the opinion that the pub- 
lication was offensive prevajli;ig, he gave up all thoughts of proceeding 
with it. Had he been one who wished to ridicule reHgion, he should 
have taken a different course. He should have contfbued the publica- 
tion and made money by it, as there was a great demand for it. la 
that case, he could have afforded to employ a Counsel, and would not 
liaye been reduced to the necessity of standing in his preaent situaticyi 
.before the Court and the jnry. 



so 

The Court. — This obserration has no relation to the point in qaes* 
lion. You cannot be allowed to proceed in reading a profane parody 
•n the Lord's prayer. You may state in general terms^ if you please, 
that there is such a parody existing. 

Mr. Hone did not wish to take up the time of the Court unnecessa- 
rily, and if the general reference to the parody would be sufficient for 
his case, he was satisfied. He should in the same way refer to others 
on the 2d Book of Exodus, the 3d Boole of Chronicles and the Book 
of Daniel. There was also one entitled the Land of Ninevah, writ« 
ten by Sir John Sinclair. Mr. Hone then produced a large sheet of 
paper divided into several columns in different languages, Latin, Rus- 
sian, German, English. It was dedicated to the Duke of Wellington, 
and to the Commanders of the Russian and other allied armies, and 
1ie|;an — " Te Deum : — 

" Oh, Emperor of France ! we curse thee. 

*< We acknowledge thee to be a Tyrant. 

** Thou murdering luOdel! all the world detest thee» 

** To tliee all nations cry aloud, 

** BoNEY, BONEY, BoNEYl 

" Thou art universally execrated I" &c. &c, 

Mr. Justice Abbott.-i-You have read enough of it. 

Mr. Hone. — It is a Ministerial Parody. 

Mr. Justice Abbott.— I know nothing of Ministerial or Anti-Minis* 
terial Parodies. You have stated enough of that publication for your 
purpose. 

Mr. Hone said he perfectly understood his Lordship, and wa» 
aware that the Court paid no regard to the quarter whence the parody 
came ; it was essential to him that the jury should also understand, 
that had he been a publisher of Ministerial parodies, he should not 
now be defending himself on the floor of that Court.— ^It was essential 
to the friends of justice, that all men should stand equal, when they 
were brought before the tribunal of the laws. But he denied that he 
was placed in that situation of equality, when he was singled out by 
the Attorney-General to be tried for an offence, which, if it had been 
committed in favour of the Ministerial Party, would not have been 
noticed. It appeared that this Parody on the T'e Deum had been 
translated into various languages — into French, Dutch, German, 
Russian, and Italian^-for the express purpose of being read by the 
troops on the Continent — and it could not be doubted that it had a 
most extensive circulation. — He held in his hand another Parody, 
published many years ago, called " T'he Political Creedy^ and a 
second, denominated " The Poor Man's Litany ^'^ neither of which 
had been prosecuted. 

He should now call the attention of the Jury to a print which wa» 
published at the commencement of the present year — and he did so, 
not for the purpose of ridiculing the print, or its object, but to shew 
the way in which many individuals wished to convey certain notions 
to the minds of those whom they were anxious to reform. In this 
instance, recourse had evidently been had to parody. The print was 
called, ^^ The Spiritual Barometer; or^ The Scale and Progress of 
Sin and Death '\ It was, in fact, a Parody on Dt, Lettsom's Parody 
•f the thermometer before produced, and was to be seen in everj 
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print-sbop in the Strand. It pointed out all the gradations of tk*, 
leading to infidelity, and ending in perdition ; and the progress of 
religious influenee ending in eternal happiness. 

Another Parody, which he adduced as a proof that this style of 
conreying information, eren on sacred subjects, had long beea 
tolerated, he should no^ read. It was couched in the form of a play- 
bill, announcing the performance of a grand Drama, entitled the 
*' Great Assize,^ ^ and the performance was, " Bi/ command of the King 
o/Kings,^' The publication stated, that " the entrance to the gaUertf 
was very narrow, while that to the pit was extremely wide — contrary 
to the custom observed at mundane theatres. Between the acts, the 
awful air of The Trumpet shall sound^ and the dead shall be raised. 
To conclude with the grand procession of saints and martyrs, shouting 
and exulting. No money to be taken at the door — and none to be 
admitted, but those sealed by the Holy Ghost." This was printed 
and published by George Cooke, Tower-street, a member of the Society 
of Friends. 

He held in his hand another composition of the same species ; this 
was a parody on a Recruiting 3ill begiiining thus : — ^^ Royal 
Volunteers, now is the time to obtain honour and glory. Wanted, 
immediately, to serve Jehovah, who will reward them according to 
their zeal and ability, a vast number of people of all descriptions, who 
will, on joining the Commanding Officer, receive new clothes, proper 
accoutrements, and every thing necessary for their appearance at the 
New Jerusalem." 

He next came to ^^ a copy of a letter written by our Lord and ' 
Savioar Jesus Christ, and found under a stone, eighteen miles from 
Judea, now transmitted from the Holy City. Translated from the 
•rigioal copy, now in the possession o^ the family of the Lady Cuba 
inj Mesopotamia. Blessed are those who find this letter and make it 
known. Many persons attempted to remove the stone under which 
it lay — but none could force it from its place, till a young child ap- 
peared and wrought the miracle." 

The Attorney-General. — The misguided or mistaken feelings 
which can induce such publications by any man, do not form a ground 
•f defence for others. I, therefore, submit, that publications of this 
kind ought not to be read in Court. 

Mr. Justice Aubott. — It is no use to interrupt the defendant. I 
have repeatedly stated, that it cannot avail him, as a matter of defence, 
to quote a variety of profane publications. It is for him to shew 
that his publication is not profane — and this cannot be done by quot- 
ing the example of others. 

Mr. Hone — The publication which he had last noticed, was a 
Christmas Carol, It bad been before the public upwards of thirty 
years — and he should be very sorry to read it, if it were likely to 
bring the publisher of it into any danger. He was sure it was far 
from that individual's intention to do any thing wrong, that person 
printed various publications of the same nature which went through 
the country — and, in fact, they were of that description, which the 
•ommon people had been accustomed to for centuries. 

Mr. Justice Abbott. — I don*t care what the common people have 
had for centuries. If the publication be profane, it oight not to be 
tolerated^ 
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Mn Hone— tt was'most CTident that this practice worked Its own 
ireraedy. PublicatioDs of this kind could not have any eiBfect, except 
amongst persons of the most ignorant description. Millions of these 
Carols had been sold — and he had never heard that religion was 
brought into contempt by them. 

TheChristmai Carol attached to this publication began in the 
Hflual way — 

Gcki rest you merry gentlemen, 

Let nothing you dismay ; 
Remember Christ our Saviour 
WaK born on Chridtmas day. 

It contained Ter«e» which, to a person of the least cultivated intel- 
lect, were ridiculoui ; but to the lowest class of the . community, who 
purchased these, the lowest species of literary ware, such composi- 
tions, and the ideas they conveyed, were familiar, and were not of lu- 
idicrous construction. For instance, there was a verse in this ve^y 
aarol which he remembered to have heard sung in the streets every 
Christmas since he was a child, which described the pleasure ©f the 
Virgin Mary in tending on her infant in these homely words : — 

The first good joy our Mary had. 

It was the Joy of one j. 
To see her own child Jesus , 

To suck at her breast bone. 

And so it went on. — [The Attprney -General here manifested ^reat un^ 
jwwVww.] — The Attorney-General need not be alarmed. It ccnild 
hKve no effect even upon the most ignorant, arid milliooc of copies 
had been circulated long before he came into oftoe. 
J Biit he would now call th« attention of the jury to a parody diSer" 
itkg Very much from any of those iie had hitherto noticed. He al«- 
kided to the celebrated parody of Mr. Canning— yes, of Mr. Cao>ip 
Qing, who ought, at that moment, to be standing in his place, but 
who had been raised to the rank ofti Cabinet Minister, a,nd was one 
of those very men who wiere now persecuting him— 4br he could not 
jgive any milder appellation to the treatment he had received. H« 
WM dragged before the Court, from behind his counter--^nd for 
what ? For doing that which a Cabinet Minister had been suffered 
to do w'ith impunity. He would arssert that the * Attorney-General 
wottlid act wrong — that he would proceed partially and unfairly-*-lf 
kedid not bring Mr. Canning forward. '^ Ifl," said Mr* Hone, 
*^ am convicted, he ought to follow me to piy cell — if my family is 
ruined, his family ought to be made to feel a little— if I am injured by 
this indecent, this unjust prosecution, he ought not to be suffered to 
«scape unpunished."— This parody, after being first printed in the 
Anti-Jacobin newspaper, was re-published in a splendid work, which 
he now held in his hand, entitled The Poetry of the AtUi-/acolnn ; the 
expense of printing was defrayed by the late Mr. Pitt, by Mr. 
Canning, nearly all the Cabinet Ministers, and many other persons 
connected with that party. The parody was also ornamented by a 
masterly engraving by Mr. Gilray. Was it not enough to ha<f)e 
written the parody to which he alluded, without proceeding to hav* 
it illustrated by the talents ef an euriiist ? Yet it was ID ffiaitrated«**- 
(A nwmbw ofperioM in Court here applauded*) 



Mr. Ju8t,ice Abboptt docl^red, if Aiicl^ k^^p^ ip^emintitiur were 
persisted in, he would order the Court to be cleared— tahiI he direeted 
the officer to bring before him any person he saw miscomiucting him* 
«elf. 

Mr. Hone. — ^The parody he aUuded lo was entitled ** The New 
Morality ; or^ The InsiedkUion of the High Priest.'*'* He understood 
it was levelled at a man named Lepaux, who was well knoVn at th« 
commencement of the Revolution, and was, he understood, ah avow- 
ed Atheist. Mr. Hone said, his attentioti was directed to the parody 
by a speech of Ea^l Grey^s. His Lordship had noticed this parody 
in his place in Parfiament, and had well observed — " With respect to 
blasphemous parodies, he thought, in common with others, that such 
productions should be restrained, but by the ordinafy cours^ of jus- 
tice. But this disposition to profane parodies had been usea for cer- 
tain purposes on former occasions; and improper and prbf^'neas they 
were, they were pretended by some to be made in support of religion. 
He would recommend the Noble Lord, and the friends who* surround 
him, to consider weH the case of setiding persons befbre a magistrate 
on charges of this nature. He held then in bis hand a ptiblication 
called the Anti-Jacohin. which contained a parody of this descriptioa, 
and which he would take the opportunity of reading to their Lord- 
ships.'' His Lordship then redeated the verSes. Ttes the jury 
would see that he was supported in his opitiion by Earl Grey, and 
the report from which he bad read the extract might be safely relied 
on. It was from the reports lately pvibUshed.by Mr. Harding Evans, 
a most correct, ^.11^3 i« every respect, e3;eeUeat reporter, indeed, 
the authority of his jixeports waa lui^uesUQAftbie. flfri Hon^ 
said, it appeared frotfi Mr. £v|in^^ volume, which he used ia 
Court, and quoted from, that Earl Grey said, if Lord Sidmouth 
was determined to suppress the practice of p«t»€»€(yl»g. He sbbtild 
not confine his efforts to the prosecution of Mr. Hone, iMit 
should s^k out the authors of the AnH- Jacobin, zsheikffr in the 
Cabinet or ehewhere. Mr. Hone said, his intention being tins peinlsd 
%o the subject, he soon after saw this same parody in the Ceiirier 
newspaper, with the blanks fiHed up, and he should read it to the 
Jury. It was in ridicule of certain persons in this coimlvy, wio 
met^ said by the wrker to be fotlowcrs of Lepa«x, one eif the men 
who had made the^seWes famous tn the French itetelntieH, mid who 
ivas said to have publicly professed Atheism: such at least^ st«med 
!• be the assertloa of the parody. It be^n thus-*^ 

Last of the anoiDtcd five.behQ)d» and least 
The directorial tiSma, sovereigu priest— 

Lepaux — whom Atheists worship— ^at whose nod 
Bow their meek heads — the men without a GetL 

Ere loog^ perhaps to tilis a«tonisbed vile, 
f re^h frpfi the shores of subjugated Nili^ 
Shall Bonaparte's victor fltet protect 
*" The gen uine Theo-philanthropic sect-« 

The sect of Marat, Mirabeau, Voltaire, 
Led by their pontiff, good La Reveillere. 
RejoicM our clubs shall greet him, aud instal, 
7iitWyhaiichrbackmthydomt,dt.FaiiI^ ^ 
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Whife edttntl^ tof Aries throning in his traitf 
Wave their red caps, and hymn this jocund strain t 

" Couriers and J'^tarB, sedition'; evening host, 
" Thou Morning Chroni^-le «i»d Morning Post, 
•• Whether >p make the Rights of Man your theme^ 
** Your country libel, and \our God blaspheme^ 
** Or dirt on private worth and virtue throw, 
** Still, blasphemous or blackguard, praise Lepauxl 

" And ye five other wandering bards that move 
••In sweet accord of harmony and love, 
•• Coleridge and .Southey, Lloyd and Lamb, and Co. 
•• Tune all your mystic harps to praise Lepmx ! 

«• Priestley and Wakefield, humble, holy men, 
*• Give praises to his name with f0n»;ije and pen I 

••. Thelwall, and \e that lecture as ye go, 
•• And for your pains get pelted, praise Lepaux ! 

•* Praise him each Jacobin, or fool, or knave, 
•• And your cropp'd heads in sign of worship wave ! 

•• All creeping creatures, venomous and low, 

•• Paine, Williams, Godwin, Holcroft, praise Lepaux 9 

•* And thou Leviathan!* on ocean's brim 
*• Hugest of Jiving things that sleep and swim ; 
«• Thou in whose nose, by Burke's gigantic hand, 
«* The hook was fixt to drag thee to the land ; 
•» With Coke, rolquhoun, and Anson, in thy train, 
•« And Whitbread wallowing in the yeasty main — 
^* ^till as ye snort, and puff, and spout, and blow, 
•* In puffing, Wl iu spouting, praise Lepaux l" 

• The Duke of BedforU 

Mir. Justice Abbott^— Of what use is this to you, as a matter of 
.defence? 

Mr. Hone— The Parody was written by Mr. Caouing, who has 
. cot been molested. 

Mr. Justice Abbott — How do you know that he is the author of 
it^ It does not appear to be a Parody on any part of the Sacred 
i Writings. 

Mr. Hone— I will shew that It was written by Mr. Canning — but 
. I know it is unpleasant that his name should be mentioned here. 

Mr. Justice Abbott — It is unjust that any persons nanie should be 
mentioned otherwise than properly. It is my duty to take care that 
no man shall be lAriproperly notio.-d ht re. Whether a man be Minis- 
terial or Anti Ministerial has nothing to do witli Jt. 

Mr Hone — It is my duty, though your Lordship says this is not 
a Parody on the Sacred Writings, to endeavour to shew, with due 
deference, that it is. 

Mr. Justice Abbott— >As far as you have gone, it does not appear 
to be a parody on any thing sacred. It seems to be a parody oa 
passages in Milton and Pope. But, if you ask my opinion, i dis. 
tincdy state, I do not approve of it— nor of any parody on serious 
works. 

Mr. Hone said, he should prove that it was a parody on Scripture; 
mod there were two lioes nhich that contemptible newspaper The 
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Courier — the proprietors of which had been abused in that produc* 
tioD, the authors of which it now ealogized — had omitted. It was-* 

« And— and with join'd, 

And every other beast after its Iciud.** 

This last line was a parody from the account of the Creation in the 
book of Genesis; this parody had alluded to Mil>on, who himself 
was a parodist on the Scripture; but this by Mr. Canning directly 
parodied certain parts of Scripture. The passage represeuiing the 
Leviathan referred to the celebrated passage in the Book of Job. The 
rest contained the turn of expression arid some of the very words of 
the l4Bth Psalm, as well as the general (urn of the expression of 
!»ther parts. 

^^ Praise ye him all hid angels ; praise ye him all his hosts. 

^^ Praise ye him, sun and moon ; praise ye him all ye stars of light. 

*' Beasts and ail cattle; creeping things and flying fowl."— Psalm 
148, verses 2, 3, and 10. 

This publication vyas accompanied by a plate by Gilray, a most 
admirable caricaturist, since dead, who, to the day of his dealh, 
enjoyed a pension from his Majesty. In that print, which he 
held in his hand, the late Duke of Bedford was represented as 
the Leviathan of Job, with a hook in his nose, and with Mr* 
Fox and Mr. Tieruey on his back, 'llio passage in Job was, 
^^ Canst thou draw out Leviathan with an hook; or his tongue 
with a cord which thou lettest down? — Chap. 41, verso 1. He 
had been advised to subpccna Mr. Cannin<T as a witness, but he 
had really abstained from a regard to Mr. Canning's feelings, - JJe 
had reflected what a^) awkward figure Mr. Canning would cut if he 
were placed m the witness box, to answer questions which he should 
put to him. He diU n^t' wish unnecessarily to hurt any man'sfeel- 
ings, and he had not tht>uglit such a course necessary to his defence. 
The work which contained this, was, as he said, published by a gene- 
ral subscription of the Ministers of the Pitt and Canning school, and 
the notoriety of the nature of that publication was sufficient for hjs 
purpose. Now it was plain that the object of Mr. Canning's parod/^ 
was the same as that of his own : it was political ; and it proved tha^; 
the ridicule which the authors of the parodies attempted to ej(cile» 
was not always intended to fix on the production parodied. 

He had not exhausted the subject, but he was afraid of exhausting, 
the patience of the Jury. He must, however, mention one thing 
which, in addition to those he bad already Mated, proved that per» 
sons of the most strictly religious character did not regard the mix- 
ing up of profane and sacred subjects v ith the same sort oi' horror 
which the Attorney-rGeneral appeared to do. Mr. Rowland Hill had 
remarked in his chapel, that the devil had some great beauties^ and 
had followed up the remark by appropriating secidar tunes to hymns ; 
ooe hymn vva3sang, at Surry Cha^'el, to the air of Ood save th$ 
King, having an appropriate burden — another was adapted IQ tht 
tope of Rvle Britannia, the chorus to which was-^ 

" Hail Immanuel I Immannel we adore, 
*< And sound iiif praise from shore to^iliort,** 



HI^ ^rftuld hdt t^colle^ct all the ttines he had h<Mtrd there — ^but etie^ 
Ctli&ftt, drat of " iMitahy^'^ waa a peculiar favourite. There waa, 
elsG a selectioa of tunes adapted to the Psalms and Hymns of Dr. 
Watts, and others. These tunes were selected by a respectable 
Baptist minister, now living, the Rev. John Rippon, Doctor of Di- 
vinity. Amongst these was a hymn, commencing — 

<' There is a land q^ pure delight^ 
*' Where saifiti immortal dwell i'* 

^[rfiich was set to the tune of 

•« Drink to me only with thine eyoi, 
«« And 1 will pledge with mine." 

^(et^ was also one to the tune of ** Tell tne^ habhUng 6ehoy u%,"-* 
another, commencing 

" How blest are they whose sins are covered o'er," 

yitks to a tune in one of Mr. Corri's operas. There were, indeed, 
several similar instances in this, and other books of melodies for Di*^ 
vine worship. Tliis book of Hymn Tunes contained " Wh^ tvar^t 
mlarmjf called my fFilly from me," and one hymn was set to " Ba^ 
fiaparte^s March.*^ These different instances proved that those who 
kad the most decided religious feelings might make use of profane or 
secular means for the purpose, not of bringing religion into contempt^ 
bttt of supporting it. It was the intention that constituted the libel, 
sttid not the mere act of publication. They all knew very well hoi^ 
guarded the Jewish Law was with respect to homicide. If a man 
<56mmitted homicide, he wds put on his trial for it — but whether it was 
jUiitifiable, or unjustifiable, or accidental homicide, depended on the 
circumstances under which it was committed. If a man striking a 
Mow with an axe at a tree, caused the head of the axe to fly off, and 
8 man was thereby slain, though the circumstance was to be depIoT'^ 
ed, yet it wait but accidental homicide, and the person who committed 
the deed, not having intended it, would not be punished. Rut, if a 
person stabbed another with a knife, designedly, it was murder. — 
The same distinction should be taken in this case — and he utterly 
denied that he had the slightest idea of offending or injur* 
i^ any person when he published the parody. He had thus 
shown that there wa^ no practice in the annals of literature more com- 
mon than that of parodies on sacred or devotional writings ; that they 
had been written by the highest and most dignified Members of the 
Church — ^by the Father of the Reformation —by the Martyrs of the 
Church of England — ^by men to whose motives liot a shadow of su« 
sprcion could attach — ^in all times— in all manners— «in defence of the 
Oovernment and the Church itself— -that at no time had it been con« 
demned by Courts of Justice — and now for the first time a friendless, 
and, as his persecutors hoped, a defenceless man, was fixed ou to be- 
made a sacrifice for this sio^ Which had been cherished and applauded 
for centuries. He was told that these productions of Reformers, of 
Martyrs, of Dfgmtaries, of Clergymen, of Ministers, and Pensioners, 
had been illegal. The Judge told him so. He denied it. What proof 
did the Judge produce — in what instance had one of those productions 
which he had ready or of eoach loads of others which he night have 



I^^ tMf he hifd ih>t th^t inti^tion wiiich was chargf>d in the ind ct- 
illtot, t6 er^kt^ Mpi^y ittid i^i^effgion. From, the beginning to th^ 
cM of rKe (^t-ddabtioi^ in qtteistf en, the 8«rb]6ct and tfte object was poK*^ 
4IM1. It Wits hrtedd^ to ridicdle a certain set of men, whose only re« 
Ifgknt was blind sbrtflity, ^tid Who subjected tbeir wills and their un- 
derstandings to if^^Otis Who, they thought, i^ould best promote their 
aMster ititei^e^. The priiici(^8 which be ascribed to these persons 
W^re so ei^uBser^ted as to contnast with the doty Which Cliristianlly 
^otiied ; and the Christian principles shone more btigbt as contrasted 
With infankons tfwe-serf ingness. W&s it to be supposed that the Ten 
Cbmmandments, Wbicb cbntaltied all the great principles of morality, 
Ift wen as religion, could be debased by a comparison With another set 
of Commandments j framed in somewhat the same form, but the prin-^ 
ciples of which Were as detestable and noxious as those of the first 
Were respectable and beneficial? — ^Was the Lord's Prayer to be ridl- 
mled by placing in contra^ with it the Prayer of a Ministerial Mem« 
bihr? It Was cYidently impossible that such could have been Jils iuten* 
tf'on. As an honest man, speaking before thOiM whose esteem he 
falned, he declared that it was not his intention. The Pofitical Gate-" 
chism was charged as an impious and wipked publication, teiiding td 
etcite irreligion in the minds of his Majesty's subjects. But he would 
j^rove to the Jury, that it had not been disseminated with any intent 
to bring religion into contempt, for it was a matter purely political. 
If they could find a passage in it> that, in any way, tended to turn ariy 
tiling sacred into ridicule, he called on them to find him guilty ; but, 
if they could not iliscorer such a passage, he demanded an acquiltstl 
at their hands. Let the Jury look to the Catechism* It connnencefd 
thuff-^ 

Q. What is your name ? — A. Lick Spittle. 

Q.. Who gave you that name ? — A. My Sureties to the Ministry, in 
ihy Political Change, wherein I was made a Member of the Majority,, 
the Child of Corruption, and a Locust to devour the good things of 
this Kingdom. 

The majority meant those who were always ready at the beck ti the 
Minister — the corruption was that which was known \o exist in the 
House of Commons, and was as notorious as the sun at noon iiiiy. 

Q. What did your Sureties then for you ? — A. They did promise 
and vow three things in my name. First, that I shnuld nnounce the 
Reformists and all their Works, the pOmps arid vanity of Popular Fa-^ 
your, and all the sinful lusts of Independence. Secondly, tiiat t 
rfiould believe all the Articles of the Court Faith. Awd Thirdly; fbat 
I should keep the Minister's sole Will and Commandmenis, and walk 
in the same, all the days of my life. 

Surely it could not be denied that the fricfids of the Mirti^tf»r did 
renounce the Reformists — they could nut be his friends else. If Mr. 
Canning were here he would admit this* Mr. ifonesaid if he went 
tiiroogh the whole of the Catechinm^ if ^voold 1)^ found, like the ex*r 
tracts he had quoted, entirely political, and not at irll intended to bring 
i%ligiM into conlitopt . But it wa$ 4ikid, that the pubiicatiun of iiimi&* 



Ur parodies, during two centaries, did not justify tlieaet. It miglit 
be so — ^but it would be a most cruel hardship if he, who, from the long 
contiouance of the system had been induced to adopt it, should be 
punished for that which his predecessors and contemporaries did with 
Impunity. In his opinion the existence of such publications for 
so long a time, proved that they were not libellous — for, if they were, 
they would have been prosecuted. But they had not been prosecuted — 
not even in times when Judges on the Bench told the Jury that they 
had only to find the fact of publication, but that they were not to 
decide the questions of libel or no libel. His Majesty's Secretaries of 
State, who ought to be the conservators of the public morals, had 
committed high treason against the peace and happiness of society, if, 
believing such publications to be libellous, they had suffered them so 
lone to exbt unnoticed. They had now, however, selected him for 
punishment — but, he was sure, the good sense and excellent under* 
standing of Mr. Attorney-General, must have led him to think that 
the selection was not a just one. Whether he went home to his dis- 
tressed family, or retired in the custody of Mr. Joneses gentlemen, 
[Mr. Jones is the Marshal of the King's Bench Prison, was present in 
Court with his tipstaves'} he should leave the Court conscious that he 
was innocent of any intention to bring the religion of his country into 
contempt. If suffering the sentence he was sure to receive, should he be 
found guilty, and he were placed within the walls of a dungeon, with a 
certainty that he should never see his family again, still he should, to 
his dying inomcnt, deny that he had ever published those tracts in order 
to ridicule religion. — 1^ Loud cheering."] — The Attorney-General, and 
every roan with whom laws originated, would do well, to render them 
so clear, that they could be easily understood by all— that no person 
could be mistaken. Was it to be supposed that he, with a wife and a 
family of seven children, would, if his mind were ever so depraved, 
have sat down and written a libel, if he were aware that it was one? 
None but a maniac would act so indiscreetly. There were, however, 
yery few men who understood the law of libel. It was, in fact, a 
shadow — it was undefinable. His Lordship called this publication a 
libel — but be would say, with all due deference, that his Lordship was 
mistaken. That only could be called a libel, which twelve men, 
sworn well and truly to try the cause, declared to be one. He would 
not occupy their time much further. It was an important feature of 
his defence, to shew that parodies might be written, in order to excite 
certain ideas, without any desire to turn the original production into 
ridicule. He thought he had already shewn that this was not the 
case ; he thought it was pretty clear that Martin Luther did not mean 
to ridicule the Psalms; that l>r. Boys, the Dean of Canterbury, did 
not mean to ridicule the Lord's Prayer; that the Author of the 
** Visitation Service for a sick Parliament," published by a zealous 
partizan of Charles I. did not mean to ridicule the service of the 
Church of England ; that Mr. Canning did not mean to ridicule the 
Scripture ner Milton. Why, then, should it be presumed that he 
hadsuclLan intention? in The Spirit of the Journals was to be 
found the following parody on Black^eyed Susan, It was welU 
Jl^nown to have been wrltjten by Mr. Jekyil} now (i Master in 



Cbaticery, and eertaiiilr no man coald say, that that gentleman 
to tarn Gray's beantifni poem into ridicule : — 

•« All in the Downs the fleet was moor*d. 

The strenme^ waving iu the wind. 
When CasUereagh appeared on board, 

*' Ah, where shall 1 my Curtis fiud ! 
** Tell me, ye jovial sailors, tell me true, 
*< Does my fat William sail among your crew V* 

William, who high upon the poop -^— 

Mr. Justice AnnotT — " You need not go on with that paroJy* 
tt is no defence for you. How can a parody, ridiculing any 
person, be material to your defence ?'* 

Mr. Hone — ** I will prove that it is." 

Mr. Justice Abbott — " Prove that it is, first, and then read 
it. It is my duty to prevent the reading, in a Court of Jus- 
tice, of productions ridiculing public or private characters." 

Mr. HoNc — " May I ask your Lordship whether, in your ju- 
dicial character, you have a right to demand the nature of the 
defence! mean to make?" 

Mr. Justice Abbott — ** Certainly not ; but, when you quote, 
that which is apparently, irrelevant, you are bound, if called on 
to shew its relevancy." 

Mr. Hone — ** This is a whimsical Parody, and my object is 
to shew, that the humour of it does not tend to bring the original 
into contempt, ft it a case in point — and no person can suppose 
Mr. Jekyll intended to ridicule the original." 

Mr. Justice Abbott— Yon have read enough of it for your purpose, 
which is to bhew, that the Parody is not intended to turn the original 
into ridicule. * 

Mr. Hone. — Tour Lordship and I understand each other, and 
If e have gone on so good hnmour«>dIy hitherto^ that I will not break 
in upon our harmony by insisting on the reading the remainder of this 
Jramorbus Parody. He was sorry he had occasion to detain them 
so long, though for his own part he was not half exhausted. He 
, was, however, obliged to mention some pnblications which he had 
before omiited, and which would strongly shew the impunity which 
publishers of works of a description similar to his own had enjoyed. 
These were graphic Parodies by way of parody on Mr. Fuseli*s cele- 
brated picture of The Nighi Mare. The Parody was intended, not to 
ridicule the work of that celebrated artist, bat to create a laugh at the 
ezpence of a latevery respectable Chief Magistrate of London, whom he 
would not name, remarkable for his exertions to clear the streets of 
women of the town. He now called their attention to another carica- 
ture, entitled •* Boney^z Meditaiions in the Island of St. Helena; or^ 
The Devil addressi ig the S'l/n." This was a parody on Milton, not turn- 
' ing the passage from that part into ridicule, but meant to ridicule Bona« 
parte. The Prince Regent was the 5un, whom Bonaparte was sap- 
posed to address : — 

« To thee I call, bat with no friendly mind. 
To teU tbee, Geurge, Prince Regent, bow I halt. 
M^btn^cf 1 tUak TroB what a liS^t I fen.** 
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He next produced a parody, by Mr, (jriV'fgr, ^ptitled, " Wmlfi 
you know Men's Hearts, look in their Faces.'* In tjjiis Mr* Fo:x v^» 
depicted as the arch-*end — Mr. Sheridan as Judas Iscariot— Sir 
Francis Burdett as Sixteen-striog Jack, kc. &e. In another of 
those graphic Parodies, Lord Moira was represented endeavouring^ 
to blow out a candle, in nllusion to a story which he related in the 
course of his speech on the Watch and Ward Bill, relative to a poor 
woman who was ill-treated, because, ^fier ^ certain hour, she conti- 
nued 10 keep a candle lighted in order to attend on her sick child^ 
Another of ihoie Parodies was called Tk4 tUo^ncilicOiony the in- 
scription to which was taken from Thp JVe^ Tsstamenf; 8^^ the 
{tint itself was a I*arody on the parable of the Prodigal Son ; " And 
e rose, and came to his facer's servants, and he fell pn bis father's 
neck, and kissed him, (who Was represented falling ojpi his father's 
neck) say ii) 5, 'I have sinned against tieavenp And ^m no longer 
•worthy to be called thy son.* ** Who was meant by either fatber or 
ion,,hiB would not say, but the Gentlemen of the Jtrry mtgUt satisfy 
themselves on that point. It was engraved by Mr. Gilray. He 
Vould now advert to .another Parody, It was denomliiai^d, " fTte 
impinus Feast af Beiskaazairy It was. pL complete Parody^ but 90 
man could suppose that Mr. Gilray, who ejagravijd it, meant to ri- 
dicule the Scriptures : it was designed to ridicule Napoleon. At the 
time he published it, Mr. Giiray was pensioned by l^'^ Majesty's 
Ministers. . , 

Mr. Justice Abbott-^*' You nj^ust pot naak^ the#p ^ps^rtieiyi." 

Mr. Honk — " i can prove it.'* 

Mr. Justice ABBotT-=-*' Bnt, if you qaiji prove tl\?it he, bein^ p«p- 
aioned, published tho^e thii^gs, mIU that i<9rm a deface for you t 

Mr. HoNB — *' My Lord, I have no pei\sion." 

Another of these prints, one of Mr. Gilray's master-pi^es, w^s 
oroduced by Mr. Hone, entitled the ^' Apotf^o^ of ffeekfiy^ tlie 
French General of Division, to whom the exp.edition i^^ipst IrQlaa^, 
planned by the Directory, was entrusted. It represented Uochein 
tri-coloured robes^ with h4s jac)c-l;»QQt9 falling from his lags, aud ^vi^h 
a halter round his head in the forip of i wreath, a guillotine in liis 
hand as a harp, on which he seeine.d to b^ playing. In tbi^ shape 
he was represented as ascending jU) heaven ; |^ut to what hpavea ? 
There was the raipbow, indeed, spoken 9f in the Revelations ; but 
above, instead of seraphim and phierybim, which %t^ represented as 
surrounding the throne of jujitice apd mercy, SfVjefe j^rote^que figwres 
yith red night-caps, and tri-colour pockadep, haying t)QQl^4 beiW© 
them, on which were ins6rib^d Cairg' and th^ JVJTjUjSJ^illQi^ ^yi^. 
Instead of an^e(s were Roland 9,nd Condorcet, and Aj[ftrat i^d Pe- 
tion, and manjy^ nameless figures with poison, and diag^ers, ^nd pis- 
tols, and the differpht implieiments of death* The holy ^rmy of mai"* 
tyrs were parodied by headless figures .h^Miagpatm-br^heii. Qut 
this was not all— the symbol of the ipystery of the Twity — of th« 
Triune Essence of the Divinity wfts represpnt^d by » triangle, wiih 
a plummet, in the midst of which was insciribed Egy^l'ITY ; and from 
it, instead of rays of glory, daggers and bayonets were represented 
diverging. Under this triangle, were the ten coiQinandments, be« 
ginning '^ Thou shaU }gg^p fn^ gt^Lfii: 0^^ (i^t W^* VMW^S '* £qtia* 
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iKty,^* which was inscribed above ** Upon the thirtieth and fortieth 
generation shalt thou have no mercy at all." 

Mr. Justice Abbott — " This is a profane Parody on the Ten Cona- 
mandments, and I cannot suffer it to be read in this Court. You 
may state, generally, that a Parody was published, where the Deity 
alluded to was £quaUty. It is a wicked publication." 

Mr. Hone — *'lt was on the right side — that made all the dif* 
ference." 

Mr. Justice Abbott — " I know nothing of a right or wrong side, 
in those cases." 

Mr. Hone — " It was very well, as it was written for Administra- 
tion. Mr. Gilray, who published these things to serve the purposes 
of the Administration, had a pension for his parodies." 

The Attorney-General said it was not before the Court that Mr. 
Gilray had a pension. They knew nothing of Mr. Gilray. He had 
no pension. 

Mr. HoNB said he^ had his information on this subject from the 
relations of that Gentleman. He then produced another print by 
Mr. Gilray, which was a parody on the taking up of Elijah, and the. 
leaving his mantle to Elisba. And who was in the place of Elijah and 
Elisha in Mr. Gilray's print? — Why, Mr. Pitt was taken up to 
Heaven, and his mantle was left to his political associates, among 
whom were the present Ministry-^those who instituted this prosecu- 
tion. While they encouraged these applications' of Scripture by their 
partisans, for it was absurd to suppose that such things would have 
been done if they were disagreeable to them, by such a man as Mr, 
Gilray ;. while they pensioned this Gentleman was it decent to single . 
out one of their political opponents and to persecute him under the 
guise of a regard for religion ? Was it decent to do so in the case of 
$ parody, the whole obiect and intent of which was political, an4 
that too when they could not produce a single instance in support of 
their practice? Was it possible to mistake the object of thisf 
Mr. Hone hoped that the Attorney-General would bring Mr. 
Canning to justice, — ( Cheering, )--rRe knew not what power the 
Learned Judge might have to effect that object — ^but he knew th^ 
Attorney-General had much— ^and he trusted he would use it to bnuf 
his masters to justice. 

The Attornet-General — I have no master but my Sovereign. 

Mr. Hone— I beg pardon, it was an awkward expression, and I as- 
sure Mr. Attorney Genera!, I meant it in no offensive sense. Mr. Hone 
said he had already suffered much — he had been long imprisoned — he 
was then liberated on his recognizances, and he was led to imagine 
that the prosecution was dropped. It was renewed after a long in- 
terval — he had passed nights of anxiety and agony pending these 
prosecutions, and be, was brought to defend himself under all the 
disadvantages which a poor and unfriended man could labour undesk 
The public had been prejudiced against him. The newspapers through- 
out the country were filled with false and ignorant charges against him ; 
bis character was blasted. Yet, be the result of this trial 'what 
it might, he was glad he had had an opportunity of defending himself^ 
find he felt that he had done so to the satisfaction of every honest 
ffian-^and next to the ^onsciopsness of innocence, that was what h# 



valued most. He now stood clear witE those, who, if thcjr had sup- 
posed him guilty of blasphemy, would have grinned at him as a 
monster, and he should rest in peace as to Ihe result. He should 
bring witnesses to «?u>w that as soon is he had found that the Parodies 
were deemed oflfensive he had suppressed them; and that one person, 
previously intimate with him, had renounced his acquaintance, because 
he would not furnish him with copies. This was long before they 
were prosecuted, and having done this to satisfy the objections of res- 
pectable p<TSons to publications which he considered to be perfectly 
lawful, he would leave it to (he Jury to say whether it was clear from 
the work itself, and from his actions— having those great examples 
which he had adduced — wfietht^r it was clear that his intention was 
mot to riJicule the Ministerial Members, but to proddte ifripiety, and 
to bring religion into contempt. 

Mr. Hone, towards the end of his speech, was much affected. In 
the course of it there were some tokens of applause in the CTbiirt, but 
they were soon silenced by those who felt the impropriety of such de- 
monstrations. He was also Interrupted by Mr. Justice Abbott in 
some other instances DOt noticed, but the substance of the Learned 
Judge's objections to t^e course adopted by Mr. Hbii6 iti his defence 
has been stated. 

EVIDENCE FOR THE DEFENCE. 

George Butler, of Castle-street, Soathwark, deposed, that he call- 
ed at the defendant's house about April last, with a view to purchase, 
for sale again, some copies of Wilkes's Political Catechism, but that 
the shopman, as well as the defendant hitnself, refused to let him 
have any ; that this»refusal served to interrupt a friendship of twenty 
years standing which he had had with the defendant; that his dis- 
content at the refusal was aggravated by the circumstance of his beings 
lible to purchase copies of the Catechism elsewhere after that refusal 
took place. To a question from the Judge, witness replied, that he 
could not say whether the refusal ke had mentioned teok place be- 
fore the present prosecution was commenced. 

Wm. McDonnell deposed, that he was the shopman of Mr. Hone, 
and had immediately succeeded Benjamin Grimsen; that he was never 
allowed to sell Wilkes's Catechism, although several persoiis applied 
to him for it; some of those applicants having tendered half a crown 
and more for a copy of it, while one . offered a pound liote. To a 
Quostion from the Judge, witness answered, that he entered into the 
defendant's service about the beginning of April last. 

Benjamin Grimsen deposed, that he was the defendant's shopmah 
at the time the sale of the parodies was stopped by order of defend- 
ant. Witness entered into defendant's service at the beginning of 
January last, at which time the sale of the parodies was very consi- 
depable. They were, indeed, in the highest sale at the time they 
were stopped. There was a great deal of application for them both 
by pr'vate individuals and by booksellers, after the sale was stopped. 
To questions from the Judge, witness replied, that the sale of 
Wilkes's Catechism continued for about flve days, and that he could 
not tell how many copies of it had been disposed of. 

Mr. Hitchins deposed, that, he applied in vain at the defendant's 
•hop, about the beginning of March last, for copies of the parodied. 
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including W^kes's Catechism— that he <Jid not know any ihiji^ig ^bout 
those parodies, until he heiard of their haying been prosecuted, and 
itijen from curiosity he became anxious to see them. 

The 4^ttorney.General then rose to reply. — Had the defendant 
called no witnesses after the speech he had made, it wouM have 
been his (the Attorney-Genersj's) duty to have made a ^w Ob- 
servations to the jury. Many parts o-f the address «tf the defen- 
dant were wholly irrelevant and required no comment ; but there 
were others which, though scarcely more pertin .nt, demanded some 
potice on the part of the Crown. 'jThe defendant had expressed 
))jis personjjil obligations to him for what were termed favours. He ^(tbe 
Attorney-General) had done no more than hi^duty in this respect. 
The defendant transmitted to him certain questions, framed in a 
style of great propriety, and the information given in replj^ was 
such as every individual in t^e situation uf the defendant might 
fairly require. He (the Attorney-General) always felt disposed ^o 
give assistance to defendants when it >vas consistent with the ob- 
servation of the sti'ict line of his duty ; he felt no animosity to 
pe^-sons he prosecuted ; and when they conducted then^elves to- 
wards him as Mt. Hone had done, he should always be ready ^o 
afibrd them all reasonable facilities. Observations had been ma^e 
upon the supposed renewal of this prosecution after the defendant 
.had been permitted to go at large. It had not been renewed; 
It had been continued in all the regular forms. In striking juries 
the Master of the Crown-office had nothing to do with making 
up the book from Ayhich he was to select the names; that dul^ 
belonged to others ; and it had been found that a small book pfe- 
viously used had not been composed in a proper iipanner. Ot|)er 
Ksts were accordingly returned to the Crown-otfce. Under sucjh 
circumstances ^s the first, juries appointed for the trial of the de- 
fendant had been nominated from the smaller book ; it was thought 
right on tjhe part of the prosecution to abandon them, and procure 
others to be selected. If there were any error, it was not 
pn the part of Mr. Hone ; and although he had been ar- 
rested and imprisoned, as the trial could not come on unt^l the 
■the present term, he (the Atta{-Qey-.Gener|il) thought it right that he 
should be discharged on his own recognisance^ to appear on a future 
day. That day had now arrived ; and the Jury were calle;d upon to 
decide, not on any new proceeding, but upon that origiaally conv- 
menced and regularly continued: the delay had not arisen from ai^y 
iDtentioti to abandon the prosecution, but that the whole might b^ 
conductt^d \p a manner completely unexceptionable. The defendant 
had stated that he had suppressed this libel $oon after its first ap- 
pearance : it might be so, but that fact could have no effect upon the 
yerdict : the insertiQfi of it in the affidavits on a future occasion would 
po floubt have its auie .^eight with the Court, should the defeq^ant 
appear to receive sentence ; the Jury had now only to decide whe^ 
t)ier the paper had been published, and whether it was a libel. Qf 
all m^n Mr. Qone seemed the fittest object for prosecution : be w^9 
at least the ,pcjlginal publisher, if not the author : the title stated, that 
it,,was from\an ori^nal MS. of the late John Wilkes, never before 
^\en tp.Uia iforid ; audif jV(r. Ilone^ha^ n^t^c^iauiD/ wiiiten U witk 

a4 " ' • 
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ht8 owp band, he h&d been the means of its first and most extensif ^ 
tirculation ; if not the author of the tract, he was the author of its 
publication ; the form and price at which it was giren out, further 

tiolilted out the defendant as the most proper object of a proceeding 
ike (he present; he might have stopped the publication as far as 
toncerned himself, but ho\^ Was it possible for him to prelrent its wide 
dissemination by others ? In the course of his defence he had produced 
k great number of books and prints, some were of high authority ; 
but all men must regret that names so eminent were affixed to publi* 
cations so unquestionably injurious ; and it was certainly the first 
time any attempt' had been made by a person to vindicate himself by 
showing that others had offended. Was it to be endured that a man 
should thus vindicate his miSconduct^ — that he should be allowed to 
show that he had been giillty of no offence, because he had, as it 
•were, a pi*escription in Crime? He, the Attorney- General, would 
assert most boldly, that all the parodies upon the Holy Scriptures 
fhit bad been read were in fact libels, and in this class were included 
the productions of some of the most venerable names : men to whom 
mankind were indebted, not only for the precepts, but the examples 
of piety and virtue. Tf they had profaned the sacred writings, as the 
defendant had asserted, and by some of his quotations proved, they 
irere so far libellers. One of these was Martin Luther, a name as 
much known as reve^-enced — a strenuous, able, and pious reformer, to 
whose exertions we were indebted for many important blessings ; if he 
liad parodied a text of Scripture he was a libeller, and in his character, 
as in that of itany Others of his times and temper, ssealons advocates 
nod heated partisans, Were marks of intemperate haste which led to 
the employment of expedients not in themselves to be vindicated : 
they had n)ught a glorious battle, and achieved a brilliant victory^ 
but in doing so, their conduct had not been unexceptionable, which, 
no doubt, in their latter lives they often repented, more especially 
when the time arrived that they were to settle the account bet weea 
their consciences and their God. 

[Violent coughing, and other marks of disapprobation, on the part 
of the spectators, here interrupted the Attorney-General. Mr. Justice 
Abbott declared his determination to order the Court to be cleared if 
decorum were not observed.] 

The AitoHnet^Genehal proceeded to observe, that in publish- 
ing his work against ^uinglius, and in parodying the Holy Scrip* 
tares, Luther had brought odium and contempt upon his cause ; the 
same remark Would apply to Dr. Boys, who, in employing the Lord*8 
Prayer as he had done, had been guilty of a libel upon that divine 
ejaculation. The authority of Lord Somers had also been qnoted — 
a dignified and apionsman; but it not nnfreqnently happened that 
individuals of most exemplary lives, at some peried or other, wrote 
wh^t they afterwards most devoutly wished' had never proceeded from 
.their pen : officious friends now and then thrust into the world what 
the author intended for oblivion, but what he had not had the caution 
to destioy after he had had the imprudence to write. It might be so 
with Lord Somers; but whether it were or were not, if he had parodied 
any part of Holy Writ, he had so far injured his own reputation, and 
bf ought ridi^le opoil th^ most sacred and valiiable produetiott. All 



pafodies upo6 portions of the Bible were not offensiT* in th^ ey^ of 
the law : some might foe intended to answer the most pions ah4 
laudable purposes. They were not impious libels any mote than th« 
llymns of Dr. Watts were, stripped of their beauty or piety, be<« 
cause they were adapted to profane tunes. The defendant had aU 
luded to some of tbese^'but it wa.s astoniiihtng that he did not per* 
Ceive that they had nn applieation to the question. The translation 
of the Psalnis sung oti every sabbath, nii$;ht, in some sense, be con- 
sidered a parody ; but who would say that it was impious and pro- 
fane, and calculated to excite irreligion? The di.'^tinction was 
this:— A parody became a libel when its tendency was to ex- 
cite in the mind ludicrous ideas regarding the thing parodied—^ 
when, as in this case, its object is to bring into contempt and ridi- 
cule the Sacred Book from which the offices^ of religion were pert 
formed. Mr. Hone had asserted that, if the party, had it not in his 
contemplation to excite irreligion, it was not a profane parody; but 
was every man to be regardless of the effect of such productions?—*- 
Was he to issue to the world his impious works, and to excuse himself 
from guilt, after all religipn and morality had been destroyed, by 
stating that he had some other design ? If that were allowed, what 
would soon become of that sacred fear, that, reverential awe, with 
which the inspired writings ought to be perused ? The pamphlet 
before the jury was so iqjurious in its tendency, and so disgust- 
ing in its form, that any man, on the first reading, would star): 
(he had almost said) with horror from it ; it was like an in- 
fecting pestilence, which every man shunned that valued his 
safety. Mr. Hone had talked much about his family, and ht 
(the Attorney-General) had heard him with astonishment. He 
might be a Christian; no doubt h^ was as he had professed; and all 
men^ of whatever persuasion, who worshipped God with purity of 
heart, were entitled to admiration, to the love of their fellow crea- 
tures ; but if the defendant were really a Christian, if he were a man 
who felt an affection for his family and for their future welfare, faiP 
their religion and their morals, how was it possible for him to pub- 
lish this parody ? Could he seal hermetically the eyes and ears of hif 
children, that the poison shoald not enter their minds; or if not, how 
could he hope for a moment that they would not be infected with that 
impiety which such writiogs must inevitably etcite i Would chil- 
dren be able to resist that which people of mature years and judg- 
ment co«ld not avoid? If men, when repeating the prayer dictated 
from the mouth of their Saviour, could not expel some tincture of 
the ludicrous raised by this libel, could it be hoped that InikBts 
would escape ? Religious awe was the best and strongest impulse to 
obedience ; and what obedience could be expected to the Command- 
nents of God from those who were taught to ridicule and contemn 
them? It had been asserted by the defenda:nt, that that only was 
libel which a jury had pronounced to be so. True it was, that the 
law of England had settled, that the jury should determine upon the 
question of libel or not libel ; but in the very same Act of the Legis- 
lature was a clause which enabled, indeed called upon the Judge, to 
declare his opinion upon the subject; it was not to depend merely 
vpon caprice, or the kistj impresmtL upen iJie muid of any vwn* TImi 
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' •^Uj^stion^ W8S9 howiBTer, at las<: with the jvry ; and if some coqsis* 
Aepcy were not observed, if some standard were not laid down, na 
jnan c^^ld be ab)e to decide before publication what ^a^ or was not 
libellous. He entreated the jury to take the libel into their hands, to 
•onsider it calmly and dispassionately; and, comparing it ^ith what 
\X was designed to ridicule, to determine whether it were not a wicked, 
jl^pious, and profane libel ; it required no comment, it spoke but too 
plainly for itself. In thus calling upon the jury, he did not by a^y 
jneans ijntend to infringe upon the fair and legitimate discussion of doc- 
trinal or mysterio.us points of religion, but he did intend t,o call in 
tbeir aid to suppress what (to barrow a word from the prints ex- 
j^ijbited by ilxQ deftjudant) might be fitly termed a caricature of the 
holy ioffi.ces of the church. The intention of the p^rty wa? to be ga- 
^eredonly from his acts; and ei^w though the jury should be of o^pi- 
liion that the primary object of the defendant was not to ridicule and 
Ining into .contempt any part of the e^iablished forms of Divine wor- 
jBhip^ if that had been done incidentally, if it had been a secondary 
^jQipose and consequence, it would stiH be their duty io find h^n 
«ailty. 

Mr. Justice Abbott commenced his ch8i,rge, by stating niore p^r- 
;|icularly the form of the information. The affence charged, was the 
jp^hlicatioD of a libel, with design and intent to promote impiety 
l^nd inreligion: the chief part of the defence had been occupied in 
«n attempt to show that no such Resign or intent existed ; but if 
they were apparent on the face of the production, if it were obvious 
4>p inspection that such was a necessary consequence, the law pre- 
jiimed that the party publishing had it in contemplation at the time 
jpf publicatiqn. JRrovided the jury w<|re satisfied that the libel had 
^he tendency charged, its farm and cheapness were calculated 
to accelerate its circulation, and more widely to disseminate its 
iianeful effects. The discontinuance spoken of by the defendant 
cpuld not^lterthe fact of publication ; and though he might feel an 
e^rly repentance, and suppress the work a 'few days after its appear- 
ance, the crime was already completed, and the verdict could 
not tbe altered, though the sentence of the Cpurt might be af- 
fected by any indication of contrition. The proceeding by informa- 
^00 was known to the ancient law of the land ; it derived its autho. 
city as far back as the proceeding by. indictment ; and whether the 
one or the other were pursued, could be a matter of no importance 
to the Jury ; in the one and the other the Attorney-General would 
equally have his right of reply, even though no evidence were called 
fqr >ijue defendant. It had been suggested that the Master of the 
Crown%Q$ce ought npt to have the nomination ofspecial juries ; that 
he WAS tojpossess that power had been ^settled by an act of the reign 
of George II. He was furnished by the sheriff with a book or list, 
^aid from that he selj^cted, as be was bound, the names of 48 persons^ 
fit to serve on special juries ; each side had a right to strike out 12, 
and the remaining ^ jurors were returned for the trial of the ques- 
tion. In ordinary cases the Sheriff, an officer also named by the 
Crown, had the duty of returning juries, and the proceedings in the 
Crown- office was as ne^^riy as. possible apalpgous. His Lordshj^ 
«»4e Um^ 0]l»ser?jM4Qj[^ intC^ ^hAt Juid |i»Iien (rpm /^^ 



«^f the Jury r^garAng what lia^ apt)cafe4 in Ad |>»felie ptint* * ,%fcaf 
the nature of thotse productions were, he did not know ; bnt hir 
Lordship was well assumed of this — that one of the greatest otUs Itnown 
in the present day was, that matters to be brought udder the view of a 
jury Were previously made the subjects of drscussiou in the news- 
papers, so as to produce unfair impressions on the one side or on tber 
other, and to interfere with the iioapartiai discharge of a most im- 
portant duty. At the same time, his Lordship was persuaded that 
none of the gentlemen he now addressed had entered the box tHtk 
any improper bias or predisposition : if the deff ndant, as he stated, 
had been vilified add defamed, it was the duty of the Jury not to allow 
what they had heard out of Court to have any the slightest influence 
upon them : the verdict was ia depend upon d conscientious con- 
viction as to the nature and tendency of the libel, t'he Attorney- 
General had said, and truly, that the Christian rtligion ^ras j)art of 
the law of the land, and any offcince against it was therefor^i^ an offence 
against the law ; the deft ndaiit itiain^tained that f^e applioation of thtf 
libel was purely political, although a religious foiim had berr a'lopted; 
but admitting the fact, it did not follow that the tendency of it wai 
not to promote profan en ess and irreligioti. As an an ^hority against 
it, and a higher could not be stated^ his Lordship should quo.o one of 
the very cottimandments parodied. ^^ Thou shalt y\c^\. take the name 
of the Lord thy God in vain, for the Lord will not hold hinn guiltless 
that taketh his name in vain." Did not this libel take the name of 
the Almighty in vain ? Did it not, allowing it to be political in some 
degree, apply the sacred appellation of the Creator to light and trivial 
matters ? Wa!$ it not an application of the offices of religion and 
public tvorship to matters coibparatively ia^igni/icant ? His Lordship 
then proceeded to read and comment upon the 6arly part of the libel, 
observing, when he arrived at the parody of the Lord's Prayer, that it 
#as unnecessary further to shock the ears of /he jury ; the publication 
would be handed to them, and they might judge for themsielves. It Wat 
contended that this was not an offence, because parodies existed on dif- 
ferent parts of the sacred writings, and the service of the church ; that 
Luther, Dr. Boys, and others, had written them : if they had. it wag a 
matter of deep regret ; their zeal and warmth might have misled thfilr 
judgment, and induce them to utter or publish what, in calmer moments, 
they would have repented and condemned. The employment of the 
style of scripture narrative was in itself a high offence, but not of a com- 
plexion so serious as that with which the defendant was charged : even the 
parody of Psalms made by Milton, could not be approved more than that 
which the defendant had read, and which, in truth, seemed to be a pa- 
rody of Milton. None of these instances could, however, furnish the 
slightest excuse to the defendant. Caricature priuts had indeed no rela- 
tion to the question before the Court: but in as far as they tended to 
bring religion and its duties into contempt or ridicule, so far as they Tyere 
offences. Thequestio|i here, was not, what had been done in former times^ 
but what the defendant had done in the present : it was no question 
whether he were or were not in himself a religiously dispoit d man ; 
it was to be hoped that he was so; but it could neither increase nor 
diminish the measure of his criminality. Although it was the busi- 
neas of the jutj lb' ddternune 'the' quelstioiis of libel dr no libel, it 
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was expected of the Judge that he should deliver his opmion apoa 
the nature of the publication : the verdict was, however, to be the 
Terdictof the jury according to their consciences^ and the opinion of 
the Judge was to assist and not to direct them. His Lordship wa« 
fiilly convinced that the production was highly scandalous and irre- 
ligious, and therefore libellous; but if the jury were of a different 
•entiment, their verdict would of course be an acquittal. It, how- 
ever, seemed to admit of no doubt or difficulty ; the design and effect 
were plain.upon the face of the libel ; and to young* and unexperi- 
enced minds the consequences of a perusal might be most injurious. 
What but a feeling of impiety, if not of ridicule, could exist on the 
mind of a child during divine service, if on the Saturday night or 
Sunday morning this publication had fallen in its way ? His Lord- 
ship then handed the publication to the jury, desiring them to read it 
attentively, and to make up their minds upon its object and eflect. 

Mr. Hone requested thit the Jury should be furnished, before 
they retired, with a copy of the information. 

. His Lordship accordingly handed to the Jury an official copy of 
tlie information, and a Prayer-book. 

The Jury then withdrew, and returned to the box in less than a 
quarter of an hour. Their names were called over, and Mr. Law, 
in the usual manner, inquired whom they had appointed to speak for 
them as foreman ? 

It being signified that Mr. Bowring had been directed by his feU 
lows to deliver the verdict, Mr. Law asked him whether the Jury 
found the defendant, William IFone, guilty or not guiliy. 

Mr. Bowring replied, in a firm voice,— NOT GUILTV. 

The loudest acclamations were instantly heard in all parts of tha 
Court ; Long live the honest Jury^ end an honest Jurt/ for ever, were 
exclaimed by many voices : the waving of hats, handkerchiefs, and 
applauses continued for several minutes. When order had been 
somewhat restored, Mr. Justice Abbott interposed, and desired that 
those who felt inclined to rejoice at the decision, would reserve the 
expressions of their satisfaction for a fitter place and opportunity. 
The people accordingly left the Court, and as they prof:eeded along 
the streets, the language of joy was most loudly and unequivocally 
expressed ; every one with wL>m they met, and to whom they com- 
municated the event, being forward to swell the peal. 

The Trial of the Information against Mr. Hone, for a Parody on 
the Litany, was ordered by the Court to come on the next morning 
fit half-past nine o'clock. 
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BEFORE LORD ELLBNBOROUGH AND A SPECIAL JURT^ 



'It having been announced by the Attorney-General, at the close of 
the first day's proceedings, that he intended to persevere in the ^rial 
of the second information against Mr. Hone, the cariosity of the 

|>ublic became so intense this morning, as well on account of tlve 
mportance of the case, as of the triumphant defence of Mr^Hooe 
^e former day, that at a very early hour ail the avenues of the Court 
were literally blocked up by a multitude of spectators^ anxious to 
become auditors of the proceedings; and when the doors of the 
Court were opened, not one-twentieth part of the multitude could 
find standing accommy>dation. 

It was generally supposed, as tndecfd might naturally have be^ 
expected, that Mr. Hone having been acquitted on i^ of the inlGot-- 
Qiations, the Attorney-General would not proceed agaiiast him <m any 
of the others. It appeared, howeVer, that this was a supposifkM 
ttnfounded in fact ; and at a quarterafter nine Mr. Hone entered the 
* court, followed by several large bundles of books, regularly tied up. 
[ He took bis station at the end of the cc^rt table, lind having untied 
them, he ranged them before him, coveHng nearly a fourth of the 
table. 

At twenty minutes before teii Lord Elleuborough enftered the court, 
and took his seat on the bench. Hifr Le^dsbip'^ appearance wai 
unexpected, Mr. Justice Abbott having presided on Mr. Hone's triisil 
the day before. The Aftomey-General, aiid other Counsel for the 
prosecution, next entered, and took tbeir ^lafCes« 

Lord Ellknborough. — Arc Ae SherifFs in courti 

The Under Sheriff. — ^They are not, my Lord. 

Lord EttBNBOROvoH. — Then k<t them ba immediately seiat for. 
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The Sheriffs were then sent for. . . 

The Hon. Mr.JLAfcXIlerk at Nin Pfiu$i then cdled on the cas« 
of the King v. William Hone, and desired the gentlemen on thu 
Special Jury'pannel to answer to their names. Six of these gentlemen 
only appeared ; when the officers of the Crown were asked» if they 
would pray stales? - • 

The Attorney General femaitied fot" stfme minutes ih doubt; 
and, after consulting with the other Counsel for the Crown, nodded 
Assent to the question ; and, accordingly, six commoh Jurymen wei^ 
put into the box. John Austen, shoemaker, of Aldgate, answered 
to his name, and was challenged by. the Crown. The Jury, which 
was composed of twelve of the most respectable and independent 
men in the city of London, were then sworn^ 



THR JURY* •. • 

taltimtn, 
James Jones 



James Smith 

James Donaldson 
William Hale 
iLLiAM Gaeen. 



Richard Wilson, GreatEastcheap 

John Lindsay, Lawrence- PountDey 
Lane 

Richard Thornton, Old Swan Pas- 
sage;- • . 

William Gillman, 54, Bread Street 

John Mackie, 12, Watling Sunset 

Neil Black, 11, Bread Street 

Mt.SH'sPH^tt]) opened the pleadings; and stated, that this was m 
. iixformatibn filcMl by his Majesty's Attorney-General against William 
Hone, for printing an^ pubUsbing a certain impious and prqfane libel 
•«pon a part of the Church Service in the Common Prayer Book, 
called ** The Litany, or General SupplicationJ' There was a second 
county charging the said publication to be a wicked and sediitous 
< Hbel of and concerning the Prince Regent, and the Houses of Lords 
•and Commons* To this information the defendant had pleaded 
Not Guilty. 

The Attorney-General then addressed the Jury.— -The ques- 
tion they were assembled to. try was one of the utmost importance to 
tbe constitution of society. The information charged the offence 
.oommitted by the defendant in two ways*.^ — in the first count it Was 
alkged to be a.pro&ne and irapjous libel, and in the second a sedi- 
tjoos libeL He should call the attention of the jury particularly to 
.the first The libel was a parody npon that part of tbie Divine ser- 
. irice established by law, called *-:The Litany, or General. Suppliea- 
fion^** After :the:auttiority of Sir Matthew lisle , ^nd of other great 
lawyers, no man could dispute that Christianity was part or parcel 
. of the law of the land : it had been held to be so in all times, and 
.fU the rights we ei\)oyed mdVQ or less depended upon that principle; 
tbe Very oaths which tbe Jury had so. solemnly taken were founded 
opon. it. In all Christian countries it was necessary that some 
form of public worship to the Creator should exist: in England it 
had been established: by statute in the reign of Charles II.; and if 
any man in writing should revile, scoff* at, or ridicule it, by the law 
.^f the land he was guilty of a iib^l: no man could venture to contra- 
dict that' position. The infornnttipla cbarged'that the defendant, de- 



vising and intending to excite impiety and irreligion, and to scanda^ 
lize and defame, and bring into contempt in the minds of the King's 
subjects, that part of the public bnd divine service called *' The 
Litany^ or General Supplication^' and to apply the style and form of 
expression there used to scandalous purposes, published the libel id 
question. It was not necessary to remind the Jury that the Litany 
was a most solemn prayer to the Almighty, to the Redeemer of the 
World, and to the Holy Ghost, and had justly been considered the 
most sublime part of the public service of the Church ; and it was 
impossible to make the most distant approach to its style and form 
in a parody, without exciting in the most pious mind ideas that 
would never have otherwise entered it ; and the taint of profaneness 
and ridicule, even of the most sacred subjects, was rapidly dissemi- 
nated. The Litany, after the supplication to God, the Redeemer, 
the Holy Ghost, and the Trinity, went on to pray deliverance in the 
hour of death and in the day of judgment. It was succeeded by a 
most devout and impressive reiteration: *' Son of God, we beseech 
thee to hear us! O LaQib of God, that takest away the sins of the 
world, have mercy upon us !" He would not proceed ; it seemed 
too solemn even for the solemnity of a court of justice ; yet (would 
the Jury believe it?) the defendant had turned it to ridicule by making 
an impious parody of it. It began, " O Prince, Ruler of. the people, 
have mercy upon us, miserable subjects. O House of Lords, here- 
ditary Legislators, have mercy upon us, pension-paying subjects. 
O House of Commons, proceeding from corrupt boroiigh-mongen, 
have mercy upon- us, miserable subjects.'' It was too disgusting to 
read the whole, but he would turn to that part which was substituted 
for the devout reiteration at tiie end of the Litany of the Church ; 
instead of " Son of God, we beseech thee to hear us," <fec. the de- 
fendant had said, *'. Son of George, we beseech thee to hear us. O 
House of Lords, that takest away so many thousands of pounds in 
pensions, have mercy upon us." 

[These parts of the parody produced an involuntary burst of ]augh< 
ter from the auditory, which evidently proceeded, not from a wish to 
disturb the Court, but was really the irresistible impulse arising from 
the matter of the parody.] 

Lord Ellenborough.— Where are the SherifFa 1 I desired their 
attendance, and they shall attend. 

The Under-Sheriff.— My Lord, I have sent for them; but they 
live a great distance from this, and they have not yet arrived. 

Lord Ellenborough. — Very well. 

Mr. Hone joined the Court in reprehending in strong terms this 
interruption of the order of the proceedings. 

The Attorney General resumed as follows:—" Will any 
one now say that the dangerous, the impious and profane publication 
before you, has not been the means of raising scoifiug among the 
scoffers 1 I will ask, if there can possibly be a stronger proof of its 
dangerous effects 1 — If the social bonds of society are to be burst 
asunder by the indecent conduct of a rabble, th^ Court may as well 
discontinue its proceedings. But, Gentlemen, if any man supposes 
that an interruption of this description can have the effect of intimi- 
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tlating me^ or of makiug me swerve for a- moment in tbe eteculiott of 
Uky duty — my sacred duty to the public and to the cause of God, 
be is perfectly mistaken. That shall never be the case with me, 
while I stand in an English court of justice, whether as the law 
pfficer of the crown, or as a private advocate ; and while God gives 
me strength and understanding to perform that duty, I will never be 
deterred by any thing of this description which can possibly pass. 
Gentlemen, in calling your attention to the parody upon this most 
jsacrcd prayer, 1 shall have little occasion to guide you in your 
verdict. You will, 1 doubt not, read every -word of it before you 
give in that verdict, and you will compare it with tbe sacred book 
(the Prayer-Book) which I now hold in my hand, and which is an 
exact duplicate of the legal Book of the Common Prayer which 
will be produced to you in evidence. If there be any among you, 
which is doubtless the case, who is. the father of children, and tbe 
master of a household, I will ask him, if he would suffer that pub« 
lication to be perused by his servants, who are not so well educated 
as himself? or if he would suffer his children for one moment to 
read it? I will ask him, if he does not believe that it would have 
the effect I have described? What man is there, even though he is 
not a Christian himself, but as a father, must wish his child to be a 
Christian 1 Gentlemen, the express purpose of the book is clear, 
.from its being circulated at a cheap rate, so as to be within the reach 
of the common and ordinary people. This is the object of the 
publication; and it is because this is the object that I have thought 
it to be my duty to bring it before you. There may be many writings 
which sensible men may read in their closets ; some of them may 
be highly improper for general circulation, although some may l>e 
properly open to a free discussion : but the subject of the present 
^estion is not to be looked at in this point of view, for the mode of 
publication plainly shews what the real object is, and fully proves 
that it was intended that it should find its way among the ignorant 
.and uninformed, where it was calculated to have a gross effect. It 
may be, that the defendant will produce, as heretofore, books which 
have been at different times published, and which, if they had not 
now been taken down from their shelves, would have been forgotten ; 
they were written at different periods of time, and principally, if not 
entirely, when the persons so writing were engaged in all the vehe- 
mence and rancour of political disputes. But it never can be offered 
as a justification or excuse by an individual offending at the present 
period, that he had followed a bad example. If that observation 
could be made as an answer to offences, it might be pleaded as an 
excuse in other cas^s, of a nature wholly different from the case 
which you are at this time trying. The law. Gentlemen, is called 
upon, most imperiously called upon, to put a stop to proceedings 
like those of the defendant, or the time will come, when a stop wili 
be put to all that renmins of the Christian establishment of the 
Church of England — of every thing entitled to reverence. Whatever 
may be the opinion of others, I feel that I should not discharge 'my 
duty to die public — that I should not do my duty to society, as a 
wember of it. Gentlemen of the Jury, if I had not brought tUa 



case of libel before you. I am ready to agree. Gentlemen, that, 
constitutionally, you are not called upon to find a verdict upon the 
simple fact of the printing and publishing ; but, whatever be the 
intentionof a publication attended with a mischievous teiuiency, it 
is no less a libel. This, however, you know, that in a case of libel, 
as well as in all other cases, it is the duty of a Jury to give in : their 
verdict according to the law, and according to evidence. It was 
never the meaning of the statute, that the verdict of a Jury should be 
founded in caprice ; it Is to be given upon evidence, and that is held 
to be the law of the land. No man among you can now say that he 
is mistaken ; and it is te prevent such a mistake that I have made any 
observations of this sort : for he who does not apply his mind to 
jfind a verdict upon the evidence., according to the law of the land, 
is guilty of a misapprehension of duty.' It is not necessary for ne 
at the outset to make any further remarks upon this point ; I will 
not therefore proceed. You will hear ^m my Lord, if I am mis- 
taken in any principle which I have laid down: — if I am wrong, ^ 
shall be most happy and most desirous to receive correction in wjhat 
you will hear stated by the Noble and Learned Judge as to the law; 
It will be your province to apply your minds to the facts of the case, 
as to the nature of the fmper, and to judge of it according to the law 
whkA you will hear laid down. Gentlemen, if such things as this 
are permitted, no parody,* in any terms or in any shape, upon any 
part of the public worship of the Church of England, or of any paft 
of the Scriptiire, will be punishable, nor will.there be any attack updb 
•Christianity which may not be pbblished with impunity^ It is ^not 
enough for a man to say, that he did it for another purpose : that 
cannot be a point for consideration, when -the effect of what he has 
80 published is to scoff at the- public service of the 'Church of Eng- 
land. The question is. Did jlhis parody produce this certain effeefl 
If it is answered in the affirmative, by Uie law of England it is a 
libel, though at that moment the defendant did not consider what 
the ultimate effect might be; If a man publish any thing that is 
obscene and immoral, and say that his object was to ridicule, and 
that he did not mean to be obscene-^that he only meant to ridicule 
such and such a person* -if he did not^ mean it to be obscene, what 
does It signify if it is so 1 He is suilty of producing an efiect which 
is reprehensible. Having stated me case to you. Gentlemen, I shall 
now proceed to prove it ; and if there is any thing like religioi|s 
principles in your minds — if you are in the practice of looking witb 
veneration upon the service of the Church, you cannot look over tbis 
[holding up the publication] without saying that it is a profane and 
impious parody — that it- is calculated, to, and actually does bring 
info contempt, and that it does ridicule, that part of it called the 
Litany/' 

The alleged libel was then put in by the Attorn&7-G£NEBA&> 
aid r^d by the Ckrk of the Court. 
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TiiE POLITICAL LITANr; diligently revised; to be aaid or sung, until 
the appointed Change come, throughout the Dominion of E^^olanO 
and \VALES, and -the 'town of Berwick-upon-Twe^d. — By Special 
Command. — London : Printed for one of the Candidates for the Office 
of Printer to the King's Most Excellent Majesty, and sold by William 
IJoNE, 55, Fleet Street, aud 67, Old Bailey, three doors from Ludgate 
Hill. 1817. Price Two-ppoce. 

THE LITANY. 

if[ Here follaweth the Jjitany, or General Supplication, to he said or sung af 

all times when thereunto especially moved, 

O Prince, ruler of the people^ have mercy upon U8| thy miserably 
subjects. 

Prince, ruler, SfC. 
■ O House of Lords, hereditary legislators, have mercy upon us, pension- 
paying subjects, 

House of Lords, SfC 
O House of Common^, proceeding from corrupt borough-mongers, havf 
mercy upon us, your should-be constituents. 

O House of Commons, SfC, 
O gracious, noble, right honourable, and learned riilehi of our land, three 
'estates in one state, have mercy upon us, a poverty-stridien people. 
O gracious, noble, SfC, 
Remember not, most gracious, most noble, right honourable, and bonourr 
able gentlemen, onr past; riches, nor the riches of our forefathers ; neither 
continue to tax us according to o^r long-lost ability — spaire ns, good rulers ; 
apare the people who have supported ye witli their labour, an^ ^pilt their 
]most precious blood in your quarrels ; O copsume us not utterly. 
Spare us, good Prince* 
From an unnational debt; from unmerited pensions and sinecure places; 
from an exXravagant civil list; and from utter starvation, 
Good Prince, deliver us. 
From the blind imbecility of ministers; from the pride ^nd vain-glory qf 
warlike establishments in time of peace, 

Good Prince, deliver tt|. 
From all the deadly sins attendant on a corrupt method of election ; from 
all the deceits of the pensioned hirelings of the press, 
Good Prince^ deliver us. 
From taxes levied by distress ; from jails crowded with debtors ; from 
poor-hou^s overflowing with paupers. 

Good Prince, deliver us. 
From a Parliament chosen only by one-tenth of the tax-payers; froin 
taxes: raised to pay wholesale human butchers their subsidies; from, the false 
doctrines, heresy, and schism, which have obscured our once-gloriOus con- 
stitution; from conspiracies against the liberty of the people; and from 
obstacles thrown in the way of the exertion of oar natural and constitntioni^ 
rights, - . 

Good Prince, deliver us. , 
By your feelings a|) men; by your interests as members of pivil ^ciety; 
by your duty as Chrb(ians, 

O Rulers, deliver us. 
By thjB deprivation of millions — ^by.the sighs .of the widpyv-;— by the tears of 
the orphan — by the groans of the aged in distress — by the wants of alt classes 
in the community, except your own-and your dependents, 
O Rulers, deliver us. 
In this time of tribulation — in this time of want of labour to thousands^ 
and of unrequited labour to tens of thousands — in this time of sudden deat)^ 
frpm want of food, 

Rulers, deliver us. 



We ppoplf do beseech ye to hear us, O Rulers; and that it may please ye 
to rule aad govern us constitutionally in the right way* 
We beseech' ye to hear us, O Rulers. 
That It may please ye to keep yourselves in all sobriety^ temperance, and 
fionesty of TnV. — that ye spend not exlravai;antly the money 'rtiisferf from thb 
production of our labours, nor take for yourselves that which ye need not* 
We beseech ye to hear us, O Rulers, 
That it may please ye to keep your hearts in fear of oppression, and in 
ove of justice; and that ye liiay evermore have affiance in our affection* 
]iit her than in the bayonets of an hired soldiery ; ' 

tVe beseech ye to hear us, O Rulers, 
That it may please ye to be our defenders and keepers, giving us the vic- 
tory over all our enemies, and redre8sit)g the grievances und6r which w^ 
labour; 

We beseech ye to hear us, O Rulers, 
Tliat it may please ye to lessen the cares of ilie world unto all Bishops and 
Church Dignitaries; giving their superabundance to the poor clergy, afid n6 
longer taxing us for tjieir support; 

We beseech ye ^o hear us, O Rulers. 
That it may please ye to place within the bounds of economy the expendi- 
ture of all the Royal Family; 

We beseech ye to hear us, Ru,lers. 
That it may please' ye to deprive the Lords of the Council^ atul all the 00^ 
bility, of all money p»»id out c{f the taxes which they have not earned;" ' 
I We bestech ye to hear us, O Rulers. 

That it may please ye to direct all Magistrates to give up theif adrahfc^ 
falari^, whiqh the times no longer render necessary^ aad to content thettil 
idves with their former stipends ; j . : i 

We beseech ye to hear us, O Rulers. ' 

That it may please ye to bless all the people with equal represei^tat^o, 
fmd to keep Uiem safe from borough-mongering factions; 
We beseech ye to hear us, .0 Rulers. 
That it may please ye so to govern us, that unity, peace, and concord, 
may prevail throughout the nation, and the voice of tumult and dissatis- 
faction be no more heard in our streets;. 

We beseech ye to hear us, O Rulers, 
That it may plcnse ye to give unto alt people all their rights as citizens, 
whatever may be the mode in which their consciences may impel them to Wor- 
ship tbefr Creator, and whatever the creed to which their judgments assei^t^ 
We beseech ye to hear us, Rulers. 
That it may please ye to bring into the way of truth those apostates who 
have erred therefrom, and have deceived us; 

We beseech ye to hear us, Jtvlers. 
That it may please ye to strengthen all such as do stand up fQr the legal 
and constitutional rights of the people ; to couifort and help the weak- 
hearted, who want courage in our behalf; to raise up such as. do fall; and, 
finally, to beat down corruption under our feet; 

We beseech ye to hear us, O Rulers. 
That it may please ye not to tax ** until the brow of labour sweats in 
vain ;'* but to succour and comfort all that are in necessit} and tribulation; 
We beseech ye^o hear us, Rulers, 
That it may please ye to shew pity to all who are prisoners and captives 
forthe people's sake, or through the oppressive expences of the laws;,' 
We beseech ye io.hear us, O Rulers, 
That it may please ye to appropriate the ^00,000/. annually. paid to MfOH 
bers of Parliament, contrary to an ancient law, as a provision fOr fatberltH 
children and widows, and all that are desolate and oppressed; ' 
'.■■■■■■ \ We beseech ye.i^Aeaf.UStO Rulers. . 

^iMtt^it'OW/ftltiittv^ to baareioeBcyiiipofi;!!! Jill;. 

We Useeeh ye to hear us, Q Rukrs. 
B 
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That it may pl«aie ye to turn the hearts of our enemiei, penectttors, ati^d 
slandiBrers, by withdrawing their pensions and emoluments, that they may nd 
longer call us a *' rabble/^ the << swinish multitude/* or ** ragamuffins, biit 
may once more style us '< the real strength of the nation^'^-i^' the bod}^ 
without which a head is useless;** 

We hetetchyt to hear «s, O Ruleru 
That it may please ye to give and preserve to our use the kindly fruits of 
the earth, untaxed by men in black, whom those who wish for their instruc- 
tion ought alone to support; 

We beieech ye to hear us, O Rulers, 
That it ma^r please ye to abolish and destroy all sinecure places, and 
worthless pensions; to utterly purge and root out all wrong-doers; to 
thoroughly correct the present mis-representation of the people, by an effec- 
tual Reform in Parliament; and otherwise to do, or cause to be done, such 
further and other acts and deeds, as shall or may conduce to the true in- 
terest and benefit of the whole commonwealth ; 

We beseech ye to hear ui, O Rulers, 
That it may please ye to lead and strengthen GEORGE Prince of Wales, 
•ur present REGENT, in the true fear and knowledge of the principles 
whereon the people of this commonwealth placed their crown on the head 
of his ancestors, and continue.it towards him ; and that it may please ye, at 
much as in ye lie, to keep and defend him from battle and murder^ and 
sodden death, and from fornication, and all other deadly sin ; 
We beseech ye to hear us, O Rulers, 
That it may please ye to put on short allowance all Bishops, Priests, and 
Deacons, that their fleshly appetites being reduced, their spiritual-minded- 
ness may be thereby increased, and so that both by their preaching and living 
they may set it forth, and show it accordingly ; 

We beseech ye to hear us, O Rulers. 
That it may please ye to take to yourselves true repeYitance, inasmuch 
as ye have erred from the way of your forefathers; and amend your method 
«f governing s^ccordins to our free constitution ; 

We beseech ye to hear us, O Rulers, 
Bon of George, we beseech thee to hear us. 

Son of George, we beseech thee, Jfc, 
O House of Lords, that takest away so many tens of thousands of pounds 
itt pensions, 

Have mercy upon us. 
O House of Commons, that votest away the money of the whole nation, 
instead of that of those only who elect you : 

Have mercy upon us. 
O Prince, hear us. 

O Prince, hesar usi, 
George, have mercy upon us. 

George, have mercy upon us, 
O House of Loi'ds, have mercv upon us. ^ 

O House of Lords, have mercy upon us. 
O House of Commons, have mercy upoQ us. 

O House of Commons, hanie mercy upon us, 

[Here endeth the Litany,"] 

T THE COLLECT TO BE USED BY HIS MAJBSTY'S MINiSTKR-t 
Beginneth thuss 
] Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, &e. 

if By whom the following may be uud in ordinary. 
The Grace of our Lord GEORGE the PaiNev Rbciitt, and the Love of 
I^tns the XVIIL and the FeUowahip of (h« Pope» be with hs all evermol^e. 
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IX 

. Mr. Tx>PPIN« rose to call witnesses (o prove the 6ct of the 
alleged libel being publishecl and sold by the defendant. 

Mr. Hone interrupted the learned Counsel^ by saying, that it was 
not his wish to take up the time of the Court by any thing unnecessary; 
he would admit the ract of the publication. 

The Attorney-General (producing the Common-Prayer Book 
under seal.) — Do you admit that this is the Common-Prayer Book 1 

Mr. Hone. — I admit that this is the Common Prayer. 

Lord Ellenborough.— You adipit that it is the Common Prayer 
jof the Church of England 1 

Mr. Hone. — Certainly, my Lord. 

Lord Ellenborough accordingly recorded Mr. Hone's admission, 
that he was the printer and publisher of the parody in question, at 
No. 55, Fleet Street, in the parish of St. Dunstan's in the West. 

Mr. HoN]B. — I trust your Lordship will excuse the interruption ; 
but with respect to the disturbance which has occurred in the Court, 
I beg to observe, that I consider that man to be n^y enemy, who, in 
any way 

Lord Ellenborough. — ^There is not any thing of that kind 
before the Court at present; the time for making your observations is 
|iot arrived. 

Mr. Hone. — I was only desirous, my Lord, to add my feeble assist- 
snce in keeping order in the Court. 

Lord Ellenborough. — A very proper disposition. 

Here Mr. Sheriff Desanges entered the Court, and Lord Ellen^ 
30RQUGH addressed himthus: — "Ihave sent for you and your col- 
league. Sir, as there is an absolute necessity for your presence. 
There was a most unseemly disturbance in the Court yesterday; 
I understand, and there has been another to-da^r. You are th« 
persons who are responsible, and shall be responsible; and there- 
fore you will be good enough to use your utmost activity in ap« 
prehending a^y persons who dare to interrupt the course of the 
proceedings." 

Here Mr. Sheriff Desanges assured the Pourt, that no endeavour 
should be wanting on his p^rt to put a stop to conduct so disgraceful 
and so indecent. 

Lord Ellenborough. — ^You will understand me; my only motive 
jya adiponishing you ^s to your duty is, that you may attetid to it, 

The case for the Craum being closed, 

Mr. HonIE rose. — Before he remarked on the opening speech of 
Mr. Attorney-General, he would addresi hin;{8elf to the persons 
present ; and he must say, he knew of no species of indecency — Jie 
knew of no breach of propriety, thaj more deserved severe reprehen- 
sion and reprobation, than an act which tended to impede the pro* 
ceedings of a Court of Justice. Taking his trial there, on a charge 
which perhaps might consign him to a prison, he felt most solicitoda 
that good order and tranquillity should prevail. Perhaps those iudis* 
creet expressions of feeling might increase his danger — ^^tbey pert^iply 
could not serve any good purpose* The persons who had so loudly 
/expressed themselves onght not, whatever they mjght think or £%el,, 
tp liave givMi loose to wtir feelings in that place, He begged !•■! 



^Ijitte, tWt he W2(s opposed fo ^very srich exfiressi6n in that Ci»urt; 
and he declared that man to be his decided enemy — he cared not 
if^here he came from, or who lie was— who should atte/npt to interrupt 
snteh soleirin proceedings. He did not expect to be so much embar- 
rassed to-day as he was yesterday, but, he confessed, his embarrass- 
ment was not abated. This w^as not suriprising, since yesterday was 
almost the first time that he ever in his life addressed half a dozen 
sentences to ten persons Assembled together. The first time he had 
ever made such an attempt was when he applied to his Lordship and 
the other Judges on the subject of the informations filed against him ; 
and when he stood on the floor of the Court, he doubted, so novel 
i»as his situation, whether he should be able to utter a single word in 
objection to the course adopted against him. He was now, from the 
urgency of the case, thrown into the gap, and he was obliged to fight 
oilt as well as he could. The Attorney-General said the alleged libel 
(for he denied that it was one, and if it were, he would not be standing 
there to defend if) was printed at a cheap rate, in order to be 
disseminated umongst the common people. The fact was, that the 
price of the publication was fully commensurate with its- size. AYhcrc 
pubiibatiotis were likely to have ah extensive circulation, they were sdid 
by the booksellers at four-pence per sheet. The publication for 
which he was now prosecuted consisted of half a sheet, and it was 
sold for two-pence, which Vvas the regular jpricc. He Vvould nbt gay 
that it did not get into the hands of the ignorant and uninformed, for 
he kne\V it necessarily must, since a great proportion of the people, 
eten in this enlightened country, were ignorant : but he knew this 
jsilso, that great numbers of those parodies were sold to persons of a 
very different description. They were sold to persons of high stand- 
ing in that Court — to Magistrates of the City of London — to Members 
of Parliament, and even to his Ms^jesty's Ministers, lliis publication 
had a particular object, which every man, who read it with an unpre- 
judiced mind, must at once perceive. That object wias a political 
one ; no intention existed to bring religion into contempt. Of course 
it did not well become him to. praise his own publication ; but thus 
much he felt caired upon to assert, that the style of it was not the 
worst he had ever seen, nor did it seem best calculated to make ani 
]m)::^ressioh upon the merely vulgar and unlettered. Many men of 
talent arid information were satisfied that the purpose With whlcih it 
had been published was innocent; and he was persuaded, that every 
man capable of judging, and who read it without prejudice, would 
Arrive at the same conclusion. The Attorney-General had regretted 
that certain parodie? had been taken from the shelves on which they 
were placed, and where they might have rotted and been forgotten, 
had they not been produced in Court on yesterday's trial. He meant 
nothing disrespectful to the learned Attorney-General in venturing to 
differ from him on the present occasion; but he must deny the learned 
Gentleman's position, that these parodies were brought forward for 
any improper or irreverent purpose. Tlie production of these books 
was essentially necessary to his defence before a Jury of his country, 
who were irapannelled to try this important issue between the crowrt 
and himself, the defendant. VVithout these works it Was impossible 
for the Jury to come to a sound decision upon tiic allegaliotis of the 



inR)n»atioD, — to which he should afterwards allude more at len^h 
than the Attorney-Genenil had thought it necessary to do. ^ Many of 
the works before hiiu had been placed upon the slielf pnly within the^ 
last ten years; and certainly he should feel it to he his duty to bring 
those, at least, under the notice of the Jury. Amongst them was a 
well-known publication, called The Book of Chronicles of Westminster, 
containing Scriptural Parodies, applicable to the Westminster Elec- 
tion. 

Lord Ellenborough. — I think it necessary thus early to apprise 
you, that ff you wish to shew that as a sample of publications of the 
like tendency which have been written, or for the purpose of pro- 
ving that the sacred Scriptures have been ridiculed and brought inte 
contempt by other subjects of the realm as well as yourself, I shall 
not receive it. The commission of cYimes, by how many soever persons 
they may have been committed, does not qualify the guilt of the indi- 
vidual ceriumltter. It is my decided purpose not to receive this in 
evidence ; and therefore you may use your discretion, whether yo« 
shall dwell' further upon a matter of evidence which I declare, judi- 
cially, to be inadmissible. 

Mr. Hon e. — I would ask your Lordship, if you really mean to send 
me to prison without a fair trial ? If your Lordship does not mean 
to do that, you will let me make my defence to the Jury. 

Lord Ellenborough. — You may state what you know to be of 
service to you in your defence upon this particular issue. You may 
state what you please ; but I tell you, that that shall not be given in 
evidence which falls within the description of evidence I have men- 
tioned. 

Mr. Hone (after a pause,) — I really do not understand your 
Lordship ; I state it seriously, that I am not aware of the exact mewl- 
ing of your Lordship's intimation. 

Lord Ellenborough. — I think what I have stated is intelligible 
enough to every other persoh in Court. 

Mr. Hone. — It certainly i» not intelligible to my humble appre- 
iiension. 

Lord Ellenborough. — I can't help it. 

Mr. Hone. — I really don't clearly understand what your Lordship 
itiealis by the word evidence, I am ighorant of the technical rules of 
evidence, and therefore I apply to your Lordship for a more explicit 
statement of your meaning. 'There are certain allegations in this 
information, which it is necessary for me to explaid awav, by shewing 
that they can have no possible reference to the supposed libel. This 
1 propose to do by culling the attention of the Jury to passages in 
other publications, to shew that this parody has no application what- 
ever to religious uiatters. I don't know, as a man of plain under- 
standing, what may and what may not be given in evidence. But ray 
intetition is to read to the Jury certain other publications that I con- 
sider iabsolutely essential to my defence, and so essential to my de- 
fence that I cannot defend myself unless I do read portions of these 
puHlioations. I state this with ail due deference to your Lordship. 

Lotd £LL£N)soROtJ6H. — You may go on, and exercise your own 
diik^li6n, I tell you v^lM rule I shall adopt in. my direction to the 
jhtfry. ttlob*l wish to talemi]pt you; but I Ihdught it my duty to 
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mcretion, how far you will conform to that rule or oot. 
. Mr. Hone. — If -your Lordship had condescended to explain to me 
your meaninn^, hy sa^^ing that these works are not admissible in 
evidence at all, I should knorw at onjce what I am to expect. If your 
Lordship says, that I am not to read these publications to the Jury — 
if that is your Lordship's decision against me, then I have no defence 
to this information, and I am ready to go with your Lordship's tipstaff 
wherever your Lordship may think proper to send me. 

Mr. Hone paused for a few moments as if waiting for ^ answer, , 
and then continued his address to the Jury : — 

He insisted, that many of the books from which he had read extracts 
were modern : it could not surely have escaped the recollection of the. 
Attorney-General, that the first authority to which he had referred 
yesterday ^?isBl?ickwood'&EdiHhurghMagazijie, published in October 
last, long subsequent to the .date of the alleged libel ; yet that con- 
tained a parody upon a large portion of the Scriptures, against which 
no complaint had been ever made. He (the defendant) did not require 
the Attorney-General to prosecute Mr. Blackwood, a most respect- 
able bookseller ; he should be a scoundrel if he did ; he only brought 
it forward as in point, for the writer, bookseller, and printer, must all. 
have been well aware of its nature. Mr. Blackwood's politics were 
totally different from his (the defendants); but whatever others might 
do, be would be the last to suggest a prosecution on account of ai|. 
bonest dissent upon such points. Mr. Hone then read to the jury the 
extract from the Edinburgh Magazine he producj^d yesterday. 

The Attorney-General had said that the Jury were impan 
Belled to try the intention of the party publishing the parody : thai 
was a fair statement of the question ; the intention constituted the 
offence, or established the innocence of the accused. If the Jury, 
found that the parody was put forth with a criminal purpose, they 
would return a verdict of guilty ; if, on the other h^nd, they thougIi|: 
that no such design existed, they would be bound to giv|? him a^ 
acquittal. In the year 1771 Mr. Burke clearly explained the prin- 
ciple of a bill which he assisted in bringing into the House of Com- 
mons (commonly called Mr. DowdeswelFs Bill), " to explain and 
declare the office and duties of Jurymen in cases of libel/' It ha(|, 
long been held by many eminent Judges, that, in such cases, the Jury 
had only to 6nd the fact of publication, leaving it to the Court to 
decide on the question of libel or not libel. As the law then stood, 
the intervention of a Jury was unnecessary — for the Court might as 
well procure, by a simple affidavit, the fact of the alleged publication 
of libel, and then a summary proceeding could be adopted. The old 
system did, in feet, do away the power of a Jury, by denying their 
right to decide on the question of libel or not libel. Mr. Burke's 
great mind was alive to the folly and injustice of this system, and he 
assisted Mr. Dowdeswell in bringing in his bill ; which did not then pass; 
but in 1790 or 1791 Mr. Fox introduced a bill, nearly similar, *' to 
enlarge and define the power of Juries in cas^ of libel." The autho- 
rity formerly vested in the Judge, to declare what was libel> was, as 
Mr. Justice Blackstoue observed, greatly controverted; and Mr. 
Professor Christian^ in one of hi& notes on Blackstone, stated, that, ii| 
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tonsequenee of tbe opposition manifested agmnst the exercise of thb 
authority, the 32d of George III. <;. 6, was enacted, by which thie 
Jnry were empowered to return a verdict on the whole matter at 
issue, and not on the fact alone of publishing that which was alleged 
to be a libel. The Jury were now to decide on all (he allegations 
contained in this information. If they were of opinion that he in- 
tended to excite impiety and irreligion in the minds of his MajcstyVj 
subjects, they would iind him guilty, and his Lordship wouM, at 
«ome flitnre day, pass sentence on him; but if nostich intention ap- 
peared-^and his Lordship would correct him if he were wrong- 
then they would reture a verdict in his favour. 

Lord Ellenborough. — As you call upon me to give my opinion, 
I say, that if the publication has a tendency to produce that eJfFect 
upon the minds of persons who read it, it is in law and in fact a 
libel. I should not have interrupted you, but you called for mj 
direction. 

Mr. Hone. — ^Then all I can say. Gentlemen, is, that that is hk 
Lordship's opinion. 

Lord Ellenborough. — It is not merely my opinion; it is the 
opinion of all lawyers in all ages : publishers must be answerable for 
the tendency of works they put forth, and they are not to put per- 
verse constructions on their own acts, and thus excuse themselves. If 
the paper have a tendency to inflame, the law says, the party had aa 
intention to inflame ; if to corrupt, that he meant to corrupt. This 
is no new doctrine ; no Judge ever held differently. 

Mr. Hone. — Of course. Gentlemen, it is not for me to reply upoa 
his Lordship ; but I may observe upon what fell from the Attorney- 
General: he said, that by Mr. Fox's bill his Lordship, if he think 
fit, may give his opinion to the Jury upon the question of libel or 
not libel. 

Lord Ellenborough. — The Judge wanted no such power to be 
^yen him by Mr. Fox's bill ; it is incidental to his office ; it is ini 
sworn duty, and was so before Mr. Fox's bill, or before even Mr. F#x 
liimself existed. 

Mr. Hone. — If the Court had that power before, it should seem 
that it was wholly unnecessary to introduce it into Mr. Fox's bill : it 
would be absurd in the legislature to pretend to communicate a 
power which was possessed without it. Recollect, too, that that 
bill was drawn by a most enlightened and acute man, and it was not 
adopted until it had been frequently and patiently debated ; and let 
me ask you, if it is likely that a large body of intelligent men, many 
of them lawyers, would have suffered such unmeaning surplusage to 
remain on the statute-book, if in truth it had been unnecessary 1 His 
Lordship, however, has declared his opinion ; but let me say, said 
Mr. Hone in a triumphant tone of voice, *' that, after all, it is but the 
opioioD of one man, it is but his Lordship's opinion." Of course I 
speak this in no offensive sense. {Loud huzzaing.) 

Lord Ellenborough. — So I understand; but it might be as well 
if a little decency were preserved at the bottom of the Court. If the 
officers take any person into custody who makes a disturbance, ket. 
Mm be brought up to me, and I will reward such conduct. 



u 

Mr. Siieriff I)gsai<^oes. — ^Tbe first man I see lawgli. aher imcn f 
severe notice, shall be brought up. 

Mr. Hone. — In the course of the charge, Gentlemen, you will w> 
doubt listen with due attention to bis Lordship's opinion upon the 
intention; but that, give me leave to say, is not to be iinal. Hw 
Lordship presides in this Court, but not to try mci You are my 
judges ; you are to try roe ; and to you I willingly submit my 
case; you are sworn to decide honestly the issue between me and tbe 
Crown ; you are to determine upon my intention ; you are to settle 
the difference between intention and tendency ; the tendency may be 
bad, but was the intention sol that is the very gist of the case— the 
pinch of the argument. Many acts in themselves criminal may be 
done with no criminal intention : a person m^y fire a gun at another 
by accident, thinking it unloaded, and if the petson is unhappily . 
killed, the individual firing the gun, haviug no intention to kiU, is 
not guilty. 

Lord Ellenborough. — You had better, for your own sake, be 
correct; it is felony — it is man-slaughter, which is felony, i tluo^ 
this out, that you may attend a little to what may be really your 
defence. 

Mr. Hone said, he remembered that it had lately been madf 
felony. 

Lord Ellenborough. — It was never made felony; there is jn^ 
Act of Parliament for it ; but it is the common law of the land. I 
will not interrupt you again : but I advise you, before you come to 
talk of law, you should have thought a little about it. I do not oiean 
it uncivilly. 

Mr. Hone. — ^I thank your Lordship. I must be well aware ^ 
that. He went on to further illustrate Jbis argument regarding iateo*- 
tion, by referring to the case of a man accidentally killed by the faUr 
ing off of the head t»f an axe ; the person using the axe was not 
guilty of murder. He complained »that he liad not been indicted^ 
biit that three ex-officio informations had been filed against hiip 
instead. Mr. Justice Blackstone (4 Coram. 308) said, :that they ^nsegc^ 
intended in their origin to apply to '' offences so high and dangerous, 
in the prevention and punishment of which a moment's delay weuM 
be fatal ;** and that on this account the power of immediate prosocu* 
tion was given to the Crown. The learned Judge who yesterday pre^ 
sided had stated, that ex-officio informations were as ancient as the 
common law, and of this opinion was Blackstone. The oppressiiE0 
use of them, however, previous to the reign of William III. was so 
deeply felt, that, before the revolution of 1688, the House of Com- 
mons, having drawn up by Committee certain conditions on .which the 
Crown was to be intrusted to the Prince of Orange ; the 22d .article 
was, '' that informations in the Court of KingVEench shall be taken 
away.'' Yet what had been done? Not long afterwards, in the Coturl 
of King's-Bench, the question was agitated, when Sir John Holt^md 
the other Judges were of opinion, that they were gcounded upon the 
common law, and could not be shaken. 

Lord Ellenborough. — If they are not taken away, what is.th« 
use of this discussion? It perhaps was discussed in Paslif||nf3n4 
wiiether they ought not to be abolished ; but have they l^en aboUsh« 
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td ? You might as well detail points agitated in some Utopian sys- 
tem as this. Whether informations are right or not, do you not see 
that the law so stands 1 

Mr. Hone. — ^My Lord, I am making my defence as well as I can 
under a thousand disadvantages 

Lord Ellen BOROUGH. — I only warn you of what are not im- 
portant points for you ; but if you think 1 ought to attend to them, I 
will do so. 

Mr. HoN£.-^'-My Lord, I appeal to the Jury upon it. 

Lord Ellen BOROUGH. — But you cannot appeal to the Jury 
tipon matters that are not law. If you object to au information, yo« 
ought to have demurred before, and the Court then could have come 
to some decision; therefore you are now wasting time. I only 
suggest this to you for consideration ; for I will hear you, however 
immaterial and however little good what you have to say can do you. 

Mr. Hone. — Gentlemen, his Lordship may desire you to dismiss 
from your miuds what is immaterial in his charge to the Jury 

Lord Ellen BOROUGH. — My charge cannot follow you through 
the devious v^ays you like to take. I dare say I shall not mention 
any thing you offer ; at least T shall not notice a great many things, 
for indeed they are self-answered. 

Mr. Hon e continued his address, insisting (on the authority of 
llalph's History of England, so frequently quoted by Mr. Fox in hit 
work), that treason had been committed against the People of Eng* 
laud, in not abolishing ej?-o^to informations when King William was 
seated on the throne, and after the 22d article of the Declaration 
drawn up fay .the Commons* The chief argument stated by Black- 
stone was the necessity of a summary and rapid expedient in higk 
and daneerous offences; but how could that necessity be shewn in 
this case ? Had the Attorney-General proceeded with such rapidity ? 
On the contrary, the publication of the alleged libel ended on the 
22d of February, and the information was not filed until just before 
the 3d of May, when the defendant was dragged into court to plead. 
His Lordship had not told him then that he might demur, instead of 
pleading. 

Lord Ellen BOROUGH. — Demurring is a plea; you might have 
demurred to the right of the Attorney-General to bring you into 
court under an ex-afitcfo information, and then the question might 
have been settled, iwas not to advise you what to do. 

Mr. Hone. — ^My Lord, 1 was dragged iiito court by force and 
arms to plead. 

Lord Ellenborough. — And they did- rightly : they were war- 
ranted by law to bring you into court. I was clear that ex-cfficio 
informations are part of the law of the land ; and it would have 
entrapped you, if I had told you to demur. You would have been 
injured by such advice. 

Mr. Hone. — However, be that as it may, I was committed, and 
aftenvards discharged. Tlie defendant next observed, that he had 
hoped that his discharge would have been final ; that the Attorney- 
General had dropped the proceedings entirely, and that, in conse- 
quence of the death of her Royal Highness the Princess Charlotte^ 
a general amnesty would have been parsed upon all offences of the 
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kind« He had hoi^d, that the many unhappy wretches, dfaggecf 
from remote distiicts to plead to informations regarding these 
parodies, would have been forgotten ; that an act of oblivion would 
have passed; that the recollection of a present ^rief would have' 
obliterated the remembrance of past gricvaners : but he found, ta 
his bitter disappointment, not more on his own account than that of 
others, that no visitation of Providence, no national calan>ity, could, 
chasten the resentments, or soften the hearts of ministers. Why had 
not a prosecution, an ex-ojfficio information, been filed agaiiibt one 
individual now high in the state — ^a Cabinet Minibtef, who somef 
years ago had been guilty of the offence charged against him ? Mr. 
Hone said, he was convinced, that had that individual been in tb^ 
bumble situation of him (the defendant) in society, he would thi» 
day, instead of sitting in the cabinet, have been standing before hii 
Lordship and the Jury. Informations were oppressions — they wer« 
a relic of the infamous Court of Star-Chamber, where a person 
accused, if he uttered a word offensive to the Judges, was not only 
subjected to fine and corporal punishment, but even endured the 
torture of having wedges driven ^ ith a mallet into his month to stop 
his utterance* The gag woutd be quite as effectual, if his Lordship 
upon this occasion had laid his solemn injunction upon him (the 
defendant) not to proceed in the line of defence he had adopted. 
He thanked Heaven, he was now before an English jury 130 or 140 
years after the abolition of that tyrannical and execrated court ; he 
fltood face to face before his judges as before his friends ; he talked 
to them as friends, for he could not make speeches; and he relied^ 
not on his talents, but on his innocence; Another objMtion to the 
proceeding by information was, that it was much more expensive ; he 
could not procure copies of the charge, but for a considerable sum < 
and when he was brought up to plead, he was the more anxious to 
obtain them, because he had heard that in Wilkes's case the informst- 
tion had been altered by order of Lord Mansfield, though, he admitted^ 
after notice to the attorney for the defendant, who was unable to leave 
his bed. At the time he (the defendant) was brought up, on the 3d 
ef May, he really had not the money to pay for copies; and he 
ought to have been furnished with them by order of the Court. 

Lord Ellen BOROUGH said, that no subject of the realm was 
furnished with a copy of any indictment ; he gathered the content* 
from the perusal of it by the officer. This was the common every- 
day practice. 

Mr. Hone. — I admit that it is common ; and I say, on behalf of 
the wTiole people of England, that to those who may be placed in 
my situation, it is a great grievance. I assert, that every man accused 
ought to be furnished with a copy of the ex-officio information. 

Lord Ellenborough. — In a common indictment for larceny it 
is not furnished : if it be a grievance, it applies to every case. 

Mr. Hone. — And so it does; but give me leave to say, that there 
is a great difference between an indictment for a larceny, and an in- 
formation for a libel. If I pick a man's pocket, the offence is clearly 
:md specifically stated ; the day,' the circumstances, are mentioned: 
kut libel is an undefined crime ; and who shall say that he can be 
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Master of the matter of. a complicated information^ because It is once 
read over to him 1 

Lord Ellenborough. — The information contained nothing but 
flhe libel, which yon have admitted that you published. 

Mr. Hone protected against this unfair use of his admission; he 
had not sold one after the 22d of Februai^^ If copies had been 
^ven him^ he should have been ready to plead in six hours*. His 
^ase, in this respect, and many others, was not solitary. Some ua- 
Jiappy beings had been compelled to travel 200 miles to plead to 
^ome of these informations. Was there no law in the country to 
punish this offence? Could no indictment at the sessiops have been 
preferred, vyhere the poor wretch might have'taken his trial without an 
information 1 But, forsooth, it was necessary to proceed in a sumDiai|^ 
way, without -any of the ordinary formalities ; and some of the vio- 
lims of this tyrannical proceeding had actually been in solitary cob- 
finement for nine weeks, like felons, in Chester gaol, with 64lbt. 
freight of fetters upon their emaciated limbs. Was this proceeding 
in a summary way 1 was this that speedy justice fyr which tx-cfficio 
^formations were designed ? * 

* The persons alluded to were M ellor and Pillans: they wer^ imprisoned 
in Lancaslfr, not Chester castle, and suffered severely in their persons from 
the cruelty of solitary confinement, and by anxiety of mind for their poor 
helpless families. But there was a person in Chester castle, named Robert 
8wiM9ECLS, whose case is marked with almost ihe extremity of distress,. 
This unfortunate man was charged with publishing the parodies on the lOtli 
pf March last; on which day, at midnight, his humble home was forciblf 
beset and ransacked ; and the puhlisking consisted in lus then having the 
alleged articles in his possession^ of which, amonfsst other things» he wi^ 
robbed by the . persons who entered and deUheratcl/ packed up his books 
and carried them off. This poor tnaa, disabled in the service of his countr|r» 
retired to taste the sweets of domestic life; and, in a season of general calar 
inity, almost, if not entirely, destitute of otlier employ^ he endeavoured to 
obtain bread for his wife and child hy selling a few cheap pamphlets. On a 
sudden, andat night,the sanctity of lu<« little home wasourraged with suchbrutal 
violence, that his wife and infant were driven, in tears, and distress, and 
naked, from their bed ; and every corner of the cottage, and every description 
of property, ransacked and ravaged. Even the unBnished garments which 
the fond mother had beeji providing for her unborn offspring were examined^ 
and scattered amongst the wreck of the household stuff of her unprotected 
family. The poor woman, shivering in the bitter cold of a winter nigh^ 
without covering, tending the sleeping child she escaped with from her bed^ 
and terri6ed to agony by fears for her husband's .safety, and by the sudden 
and causeless devasution committed on her comforts — this hapless wife, on 
the departure of the marauders, declared to her husband, and repeatedly 
afterwards to others, that the affrighting scene of Uiat night would work her 
death : her healtli declined— she sustained a preternatural delivery — and she 
died, leaving her new-br^rn infant, and that which she fondled on the fatal 
night, without a mother ! The unfortunate Swindei^ls, in the midst of this dis* 
tress, was visited by a Government prosecution, and seiVed with process upon 
process'; his lastpborn babe periled for want of maternal care ; and be him- 
self was carried to Chester castle, as a Crown prisoner; w^bilst .all that re- 
mained to him of all that is dear in this life, his little lone child, was depo- 
sited in that grave of hope, a parish poor-house ! Having sustained an uncon- 
^titutioiial iinurisonment, and not merely the separation of his family, but the 
iutru^ticm afil^ he was liberated, without uia],--^and without redress ! 
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Lord Ellenborough. — I take it for granted that you will prort 
all this. 

Mr. Hone. — I will prove it. 

Lord Ellenborough. — Your being able to prove it will be no 
warrant for me to receive the evidence ; but I will allow you to prove 
what you assert, if your witnesses are here. 

Mr. Hone. — They are not here, my Lord. I did not expect to 
be called upon ; but I can prove it. 

Lord Ellenborough. — This is only wasting time: proceed to 
the business of your defence. I will hear very anxiously what relates 
to your defence, but I will not let you be wasting time. 

Mr. Hone. — Wasting time, my Lord ! I feel the grievance of 
which I complain ; I am to be tried, not you ! When I shall have 
been consigned to a dungeon, your Lordship will sit as coolly on 
that seat as ever ; you will not feel the punishment : I feel the griev* 
ance, and I remonstrate against it. I am the injured man. / am 
upon my trial hy those gentlemen^ my jury. 

Af r. Hone, after a pause of a few motnents, objected to the mode 
in wiiich the Attorney-General could suspend ex-officio informations 
over the heads of the King's subjects. True it was, the accused 
could demand a trial ; but then it must be at bar, before a special 
jtfrv — a situation an hundred times worse than that in which he (the 
defendant) was now placed. Another evil was, that a man was not 
tried by his peers, and sometimes not by those among whom he livedo 
He complained of the odium and prejudice under which he had long 
laboured, because the late Attorney-Genera! had chosen, in a speech, 
to term these parodies blasphemous publications. He was about to 
detail some of the facts relating to the putting of his plea, when 

Lord Ellenborough interposed, and observfsd, that every in- 
dulgence had been shewn him on that occasion. Do you remember, 
.said his Lordship, that you were committed until a future day, that 
you might have time to plead 1 

Mr. Hone. — Oh, yes, my Lord, I well remember that; you com- 
mitted me to the King's Bench prison. I well remember the many 
t»tter nights and days I there passed. 

'.!' Mr. Topping (for the Crown) observed, that the defendant hac} 
l^h committed until the next term, that he might have time to 
plead. 

Lord Ellenborough. — ^Then, you see, you state false g^avU" 
mina. The Court was extremely studious to give you every indul- 
gence, and means of understanding the information. 

Mr. Hone. — I could not plead guilty, when 1 knew 1 was not 
fi'^i^ty. 

Lord Ellenborough. — Why, you have just admitted the pub- 
lication* 

Mr. Hone. — But have I admitted that it is a libel? ] 

Lord Ellenborough.-— But you yourself had the libel in your 
possession; yon published it, and you might have read it till you 
were tired of it, as I am. 

Mr. Hone further entreated the Jury to dismiss the unfair pre^ 
jttdice which fflig)it have been excited against him from the highest 
authority: for by one of the Secretaries of State— by Lord Sid* 
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mouHiy night after nSglit, he had been denounced as a blasphemer 
^nd a wretch. Many of the newspapers had re-echoed the false and 
scandalous charge ; even after the verdict of acquittal from the charge 
of a profane libel yesterday, some of them had ventured to repeat 
jt. He held in his hand the Day newspaper*, published a few houn 
ago. In which he ^vas designated a blasphemer 

Lord Ellenborough. — Really, you are getting so far out of 
the case: what have I to do with the libels published against you? 
we are not trying that newspaper. 

• Mr. Hone. — ^I hope, and firmly believe, that I have an impartial 
Jury, who will be unprejudiced by every thing they may have heard 
or seen in or out of court. 

Lord Ellenbokough. — Why, nobody can have read that news- 
paper you speak of; what have I or the Jury do do with 

Mr. Hone. — My Lord! my Lord ! it is 7 who am upon my trial, 
not your Lordship. I have to defend myself, not your Lordship. 

Long-continued acclamations here interrupted the proceedings of 
the Court. Lord Ellenborotigh directed one of the Sheriffs to leave 
the bench, and to go to the bottom of the Court to quell the distur- 
bance. When order was in some degree restored, his Lordship said, 

* An obscure Newspaper, called The T>ay^ was set up as a trading specu1»- 
don by some puffing auctioneers, and became a little notorious by a prosecu* 
tion against it for libel. The editors of this Paper are now 

** Two single gentlemen rolFd into oneJ^ 

The unhappy Doctor Slop's imagination is so extravagantly at varianot 
with truth and memory, that he can neither remedy unto himself, nor b« 
eontrouled by moral management. He runs a-muck at all he meets, with a 
#oft goose-quill, cursing and swearing in the same fashion as Peter in the 
Tale of a Tub; and, unless brought to his senses for a moment by an anta- 
gonist who knocks him down, he outstrips pursuit, and bays the moon till 
he is exhausted. In two respects, however^ he is honest to himself: — a rene* 
gade in politics, he secretly admires the Reformists, whose ranks he left for 
(he Treasury Clerks that crowd his office, and toss him sops ; — a high-flier in 
religion, he really despises the bigotry and fanaticism which he puts forth in 
his tawdry journal. Hence it is not surprising that the poor man is almost 
constantly furious or cataleptic; or that, in his lucid intervals, he wears a 
red night-cap with a lily in it, as emblems of his loyalty to the houses of 
Bourbon and Brunswick, and struts in his turned coat as unblushingly as a 
fifly-times-lashed incorrigible deserfer, when he is drummed to a condemned 
regiment to the tune of the Rogue's March, Mr. Hone, on his third trial, 
^ve the lie direct to Dr. Slop's aspersions. The crazy charlatan took ad- 
vantage of Mr. Hone's declaration in court, that he would only rebut the 
|»rttsi by the press; and the hypocrite, finding the trials ended, and that Mr. * 
■Hqvs ha4 no meaiit of reply to him, like a ballj and a cowardi fell to his 
dirty work agian. Let him ptrisb In hii own filth ! 
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bring any man before me, and I will soon put an end to this." 

The Sheriff, remaining on the bench, asked Mr. Under-Sheriff 
Smith if he had succeeded in taking any of the o^enders, and was 
answered in the negative* 

Lord £ll£n'boroi]GH. — Open your eyes, and sec; and stretch 
out your hands, and seize. — You must have observed somebody. 
Mark where the noise comes from, and note the man. 

Mr. Hon E continued. — ^The interruption could b^ occasioned by 
BO friend of his : whoever disturbed the Court was bis bitter enemy : 
bis friends could not so conduct themselves; and the noise could 
only proceed from some designing emissaries, who were anxious that 
lie should be taken from the court to a prison.-r-He held in hi^ 
band two newspapers published this morning— r— 

Lord Ellen BOROUGH. — I must not have the trash of the news- 
papers produced here, unless you can apply it in some way. If you 
thought there was any thing in them that would prejudice the Jury 
on your trial, you ought to have applied at the sitting of the Court 
upon affidavit, and it might probably have been postponed. 
' Mr. Hone. — But this attack was much better timed: it was intro- 
duced after I had been acquitted by one Jury last night, and beforJK 
Ihetimeof my being tried now — to be acquitted, as I hope, by another. 

Lord Ellenborough.— Still, if you thought that the minds of 
the Jury had been in any way poisoned, the Court ifould have given 
you an opportunity of being tried at a more impartial momept. 

Mr. Hon e. — 'It did not occur to me that that mode of proceeding 
was necessary. In fact, both the newspapers who have thus accused 
mt of blasphemy well knew the contrary, for they contain reports of 
the trial of yesterday, when i was acquitted even of profaneness. One 
of them begins thus : " It will be seen by our Law Report" 

Lord Ellenborough. — We cannot enter upon that, after 1 
bave said that you might have stated the fact in a way to deserve 
attention. 

: Mr. Hone. — I trust that I, being a publisher, shall never apply to 
A Court of Justice to restrict a publication. 

Lord Ellenborox3GH. — But you will do well to complain if the 
publication be intended to corrupt the sources of justice. At a proper 
time I shall be glad to hear you ; but do not introduce it as a basb 
into your speech. 

Mr. Hone replied, that he had only beard of it five minutes beforo 
he came into court. 

The Attorney-General formally objected. 

Lord Ellenborough. — If the defendant has been libelled, he 
may either bring an action for damages, or put the criminal law ii| 
motion ; that is the proper mode : but he cannot do it now here. 
: Mr, Hone. — God forbid that I should force the bitterest eneoly I 
have into the Crown-Office f . I have suffered too, much there already 
myselfi No, my Lord, I would suffer the foulest imputations befor^ 
i would take that step even against the man who had most deeply 
iiyurcd me. — The defendant then said, he should now proceed to- 
riiew, that for years parodies had existed unquestion^, and fives 
be particular species . of parody of which be atbod accusedr >H# 
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should also, from this universal practice, and froA examples nvhicl^ 
he should give, establish beyond a doubt, that it was possible to 
parody without ridiculing the thin<v parodied. He asserted that the 
parody on the Litany was written to excite a laugh — not at the pro- 
duction which was parodied, but entirely independent of it. The 
first parody he should produce was on that useful instrument the 
thermometer; by the late Dr. Lettsom ; who, by a scale, graduated 
after tlie manner of the thermometer, attempted to shew that teiii^ 
perance was conducive to health and morals, and that intemperance 
ivas destructive to both. There ^vas an ascending and a dcscendiag 
scale, from strong beer to spirits, and punch occasionally, up to dram* 
drinking at morning, noon and night, against which the effects on the 
morals were ulaced ; these different <legrees of intemperance, ending 
tvith Botany Bay, the hulks, and the galluws. The advantages <^ 
temperance were illustrated in the same manner. Wlio would say, 
that in this publication Dr. Lettsom intended to bring into contempt 
the thermometer? yet it was. a parody on that instrument in every 
tense of the word. There was anotlier, which he held in his hand, 
which was a parody on the barometer; a parody for religious pur- 
poses. It described the progress of a mind from religious indif- 
rerence, through different stages of religious observance, up to hap- 
piness on earth, and salvation hereafter; aud, on the other hand, 
down to death and perdition. Here the thing parodied was secular, 
and the parody Vas for religious purposes ; in his case the parody 
was of a religious work for secular purposes. The intent of this 
parody was not to bring into coutempt the barometer, nor did he 
mean to ridicule the Litany. The practice of parodying religious 
works, even parts of the Holy Scriptures, on different occasions, 
Was adopted by men whose sentiments with regard to those writings 
were above suspicion. The first parodist he should cite was the first 
i^storer of the purity of the Christian religion. Martin Luther, the 
fiither of the Reformation, in 1518, had a controversy with certain 
otiier persons of the Reformed Religion, in the course of which he 
parodied the .first verse of the first Psalm: — '* Blessed is the man 
that hiath not walked in the way of the Sacramentarians, nor sat in 
the seat of the Zuinglians, nor followed the counsel of the Zuricher." 
The next parody he should alliide to was by Dr. John Boys, wba 
ilras Dean of Canterbury in the reign of James L It would have been 
inconvenient to bring a folio volume into court, and therefore be 
quoted from " Buck's Anecdotes" It was there said that Dr. Boys 
had gained great applause by a parody of the Lord's Prayer, in a 
sermon which he preached at Paul's Cross. The parody was to this 
effect : — 

' '' Our Po|)Q, which art. in Rome, cursed be iLy name ; perish may thy 
kiugdom; hindered may thy will he, as it is in heatcn, so in earlli. Give us 
this day our cup in the Loras Supper; and remit our moneys which we have 
P^en for thy indulgencies, as we send thcni back unto thee; and lead us not 
into heresy; but free us from misery ; fur thine is the infernal pitch and sul- 
phur, for ever and ever. Amen." 

Lord £i.LBN|tOBOU6U asked. Do you contend that the parody 
l^y Dr..B9j[S ii w inaocent publication; or that, if he uow stood, 
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where you do, he might uot have been prosecuted for it) though it i$ 
against the Pope ? 

Mr. Hone. — My Lord, he was a dignified clergyman. 

Lord Ellen BOROUGH. — But that would not warrant the impiety 
of others. A dignified clergyman has committed forgery » but does 
that fact render it less a crime 1 

Mr. Hon e added, that Martin Luther and tlie Dean of Cantei'- 
bury were grave and high autliorities in his favour. 

Lord Ellenborotjgh. — I will tell you now the observation I 
shall make regarding the existence of parodies at other times, how* 
ever numerous ; unless there be something advanced to prove thenai 
to be perfectly innocent — unless something be shewn as a standard 
of their innocence^ I shall not attend to them^ for they do not at all 
mitigate your ofifence. 

Mr. Hon B. — I perfectly understand yoiir Lordship's intention. 

Lord Ellen BOROUGH.—-1 do not know whether these were or 
were not produced yesterday, but they ought not to be our fiire 
every day. 

Mr. Hone. — They were produced yesterday. 

Lord Ellen BOROUGH. — I am sorry for it; that is al(. 

Mr. Hone said, that his defence rendered their production india^ 
pensable. 

Lord Ellenborough. — I told you early, to save trouble, thai 
if you tendered it in evidence, I should refuse it ; but in an address to 
the Jury a wider latitude of observation is allowed ; therefore I shall 
not check you. 

Mr. Hone said he did not want to put it in as evidence. Hf 
merely wished to shew that parodies had at all times been permitted, 
and that they had been published without any improper intention^ 
If there had been any thing criminal in Dr. Boys*s parody, would it 
not have been noticed ? At that time the Ecclesiastical Courts. were 
qiost severe in censures on those who they conceived deserved them; 
and no man, however high, who offended tliose tribunals could, 
hope to escape with impunity. There were also grave and learned 
judges and law officers — there was Lord Coke among others; and- 
was it supposed, if this was an offence against the law, notorious as 
the act was, that it would not have been taken notice of, or that 
these great lawyers were ignorant of their dutv ? It was impossible 
that the sermon should not have been well known, as it was 
preached at Paul's Cross, the place where the commonalty of the 
city of London were usually addressed by popular preachers of that 
day. The audiences on such occasions were most numerous. 

The next parody he should mention was in the Harleian Mis*, 
cellany, or the Tracts of Robert Harley, Earl of Oxford. This was 
peculiarly apposite, because it parodied a part of the Book Of* 
Common Prayer, for parodying another part of which he was now* 
tried. The part parodied in the tract printed in that Collection was 
the Service for the Visitation of the Sick. It was originally printed 
in 1647, and entitled " The Plague at Westminster;, or an Order for 
the Visitation of a Sick Parliament, grievously troubled with a new 
disease, called a Consumption of their Members; with a form of 
pray«r, and other rites aad ceremonies, to- be used for tketr recovery : 
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gregations, throughout his Majesty's three kingdoms of England;- 
Scotland, and Ireland, &c. i^e." Mr. Hone read this parody, as^ he 
did on the First Trial (p. 21) ; and said that this was precisely a simiJar 
case* to^ his oi;^n : it was a parody on a part of the Common Prayer ; 
it was directed also against supposed abuses in the Commons' House 
of .Parliament and other branches of the state \ and it was also^ <hd- 
culated to circulate among the common people, and to excite laughter, 
not at the thing parodied, but at the Parliament at Westiifiinster. It 
was to be remembered that this was written by one of a high-church 
party, a party which made sacrilice of wealth and life to maintain 
the rites and ceremonies of the Churchy which were attacked by the 
Republicans and Puritans of that day. So £Eir were these men from 
supposing that this sort of parody would bring the productions 
parodied into contempt, that to ridicule their enemies they parodied 
one of the forms of- the Church which they v^ere in the act of main- 
taining with all their strength. 

The next parody which he should mention was fr6m the Collection 
of the Tracts of Lord Somers, a great lawyer and statesman, who 
contributed more perhaps than any other individual to the expulsioti of 
James the Second, and the settlement under which the present dynasty 
was seated on the throne. In his Collection there was a parody, not 
on the Common Prayer, but on the New Testament. (It closely 
followed the first Chapter of Matthew and was the same that he 
read yesterday ; see First Trial, p. 22.) This parody, it was also 
very evident, was written by a zealous partisan of tlie high-church 
party, as it was composed iii 1648, in behalf of King Charles. 

Mr. Hone said, the next article he should mention was contained 
in the Reverend Mark Noble's Continuation of the Ret>. Mr. Granger's 
Biographical Histoti/ of England, which, though it was not a 
parody on Scripture, shewed that it was never apprehended by thf^ 
most pious men, that a casual association of ludicrous images with 
matters of the Christian religion tended to weaken the respect due 
to that faith. Mr. Noble, i» his work, said, that there was a song 
respecting Dr. Burnett, the autlior of The Theory of the Earth, and 
Master of the Chartcr-Houee, beginning :— • 

A dean and prebendary 
'Had once a new vagary ; 
And were at doleful strife. Sir, 
Who led the better life, Sir, 

A nd was the better man, 

And was the better man. 

When Mr. Hone had quoted to the end of the last verse but two, fsee 
First Trial, p. 23.) . ^ 

Lord Ellenborough interrupted him. That is such mis- 
chievous matter that I shall prohibit its beino: read. No person^ 
under pretence of explaining one libel, shall offcud the ears of publiG 
decency by the recital of such profanations. I took down two iiD« 
That all the bouks of Moses 
Were nothing but supposes. 

..^JjprcMJi(itth«nwuiM]er. ^ . . . 



•>Mr. Ih>Nt.— I pledge myaetf that the few Bats af tht toag I kave 
^t rea<l have a perfectly moral tendencY. 

Lord Ellemborough. — I nvill not hear theai. It w^ald deaerfe 
leyene punishmeot ii it were a Boodem piiblicatioo. 

Mr. HoN£. — My Lord, it has been publiffaed over and over tiffom 
9tUtt years, and no notice taken of it. 

. Lord Ellenborovoh. — I am. sorry for it: mbchie? oua pcoj^ 
are to be found at all times. 

Mr. Hone.— :The Kev. Mark Noble, the author, is a benefioei 
flergyman of the Church of England, and. I venture to say, has m^ 
sense of the impropriety; and if a man so well instructed could f«r*^ 
get himself, and publish what was of a mischievous tendency, no man 
will charge that be did it with a. view to bring religion bto eoBtempt. 

Lord Ellbnborough. — ^Under pretence of defending yourself 
from one crime, you are not to comrnit. another. 

Mr. Hon E.--4f yottr Lordship will but allow me to finish the so^g^ 
I will consent to be called a liar, 1 had almost said a bla^bemer, or 
any other epithet however opprobrious, if your Lordship do not pro- 
nounce it perfectly innocent. 

Lord Ellenborough.— Yon seem to attach an extraordinary 
vai^e to the remainder: let it be read, in deferenoe to your opinion* 

Mr. HoNB. — 1 am sure I shall have, your Lordship's assent to my 
IMsertioin, when I have finished. 

Loyd ELitENBORouGH. — ^No: kt it be read. 

Mr. Hon B read as follows— - 

Thus, in this battle roval. 
As none wouki taka denial. 
The daiue for whom they stroT.e^ Sir, 
Could neither of them love. Sir, 

Since all had given offence, ^ 

Since all had given offence. 

She tlierefore slily waiting, 
Left air three fools a-prating,. 
And being in m frieht, Sir, . 
Religion took her flight, Sir, 

And ne!er was heard of sioce^ 

And ne'er was heard of since. 

Mr. Honk then continued, in nearly the same order as on his first 
trial yesterday, to refer to various parodies. There was one, also, 
called Old England's Te Denm m the Humourists' Magazine ; and 
there Mas a parody of the Te Deum published against Buonaparte in 
six languages. (Mr. Hone here read again Mr. Richardson's Te Deum 
against Buonaparte;. for which see the First Trial, p. ^.) There 

'was also in a work of the well-known Captain Grose^ the author of 
the Antiquities of £ngland, &c. called Grase*$ Olio^ a parody on the 
ChnHjficles, called The ChronieleM of Coxheath Camp* — He now came 

' to a book which abounded in parodies; it was The HUtartf of the 
Westminster Election, which contained, among many others, a parody 

~ on the Chronicles, called The Chronicles of nestminsteri This was 

r published in a quarto volume by Debrett, by Beckett, bookseller to 
the Queen, by Faulder, the publisher of PaleVs works, and other 
^bookacUera.~j&fen Bdmnad Bmke wm « pir oJ iit ht m ^peedi of 



Ws in tbe Hmise of ComfiiOBs, on the dissolatidB of tlie Rockinglkiinl 
«dministrationy at a time wl^n it vras expected that the House ol 
Commons atso was to be dissolved^ he thus parodied that most solemn 
part of the Common Prayer, the Burial Service : — Speaking of the 
House of Commons, he said, << And now I hereb]^ commit their bod; 
to the grave, ashes to ashes, dust to dust, in certain hope and expec- 
tation of the glorious resurrection, which by its good deeds it shall 
anrely ste" &c. The enlightened mind of Mr. Burke saw in this no 
tendency to irreligion, and he delivered it in the House of Commons 
itself; and yet Mr. Burke would now be told, perhapfT; were he livings 
that he had been guilty of an impious libel. 

He would now call their attention to a parody which was published 
hy Mr. Reeves, some years ago« when he was at the head of a society 
ibr supporting loyalty and property against Jacobins and levellers* 
(See the parody, First Trials {r/i25.) The Attorney-General had 
«poken of the small sum for which his (the defendant's) publications 
were sold : but Mr. Reeves's parody was publishted f#r a penny. 
Mr. Reeves, however — ^he knew not how — had greatly improved hai 
condition since that time, and his name stood in .the title-page of the 
Book of Common Prayer in most general use, as patentee. In that 
Prayer-Book he had inserted a preface, dedicated to her Majesty^ in 
which he paid her many compliments. The gentlemen would oh- 
;Mrve also, that Mr. Reeves was a laWyer-^he was a barrister, and 
had been a commissioner of bankrupts ; but he (the defendant) did 
«ot believe that when Mr^ Reeves published his fMirody, he Lad any 
conception that he was reviling religion. His intention merely was 
to convey an instruction by parrying the Catechism ; and if he were 
now standing where the defendant did, he, as a lawyer, would tell 
them they could not convict him : but he had never been prosecuted; 
and those two books, Mr. Reeves's Common Prayer, and the Parody 
Mr. Reeves published on the Catechism, would now go together. 
His Lordship would doubtless recollect, that one of his sons was a 
viember of that Association at the Crown and Anchor; but so ardeiit 
was the zeal of Mr. Reeves to put down levellers and reformers, that 
Mr. Law withdrew himself from the society. Mr. Reeves was now 
in a very different situation from the defendant: Mr. Reeves was a 
rich man, and held a situation under goivernment ; the defendant was 
n poor humble shopkeeper. Would his Majesty's Attorney-General 
bring Mr. Reeves before the Court 1 No : and be out;Nt not to bring 
Irim there; for his Lordship would tell them, that Mr. Reeves had no 
intention to ridicule the Catechism. Neither had the defemlaul: any 
ittdi inteotion when he published his parody. Mr. Reeves thought 
that the publication of his little Tract would serve his side in poKf 
tics; and the defendant had merely done the same thing with the 
same view. Both had aiade use of the press ; and it was not proper 
that the press should be shackled, or those who availed the^nselves 
of its power oppressed and persecuted under false pretences. The 
fjfrels was common property- ; it was a great security wtwch every 
4aan in England felt he had against injii$*iue. Even he, a<4 iie stood 
there, feh that there was no one in that Court, even if disposed 
(wbioh he hoped there was not) to do him an injustice, who ^vottld 
j|br»do9o; v^ivii^f Secaoee the «ot «oi)Ul not te liidfc» in « 
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comer; it would be made known by hieans of a free pre9Si ind' ex^ 
(iite a public opinion which would be terrible to the most powerful of 
evil-doers. Let then this prosecution, which aimed at so valuable « 
privilege as the liberty of the press» be put on its true ground, and 
be stripped of its hypocritical pretext. 

Mr. Hone then quoted the Sermon of Bishop Latimer, as in bif 
First Trial, p. 20. In that sermon the learned prelate had spoken 
of the affeclions and passions of men ; and the defendant might turn 
to the. Attorney-General, and ask him, when those passions arose id 
the breast, whether, he might not have considered to what encUhis 
little productions tended. Did none of us sin without forgiveness? 
As men standing together in society, as Christians, there should be a 
feeling of mercy. This prosecution was instituted against him by • 
administration, -and those men should have the feelings of CiiristiAns. 
The Attorney-General, he thought, had done him an injustice, atid 
yet he did not think him an unjust man. The poor unhappy men who 
.were to come up to plead here after him, what had they <ione ] Tbc 
publication of his work might have done an injury, but he was. not 
sure that it had done so. The secret committees of both Houses, in 
their reports, had spoken of blasphemous publications: but when he 
read hose passages, it never entered into bis mind that they alluded 
.to his publications; he thought they referred to some productions 
which had really reviled the Scriptures, and brought religion into 
contempt. As soon as he found that his parodies were meant, when 
I^e heard that they produced impressions on the minds of some which 
they conceived injurious to religion, and they thought it was wrong, 
he immediately, though he had not published them with a wrong 
intention, withdrew them from circulation. He did this without any 
intimation whatever, either from the Attorney-General or any person 
conqected with the government. 

His Lordship had, perhaps, heard that Divines of the Established 

.Church made, as he before said, occasional allusions to Scripture,, 

which were not of the most reverential kind. It might, perhaps, be 

within hU Lordship's memoFy, that Archdeacon Paley, who, he 

believed, was his Lordship's tutor, preached a sermon at Cauibridge, 

:at a time wht^n Mr. Pitt, then a young man and a Minister, happened 

to be on a visit at the Upiver;5ity. The text of this sermon was — and, 

no doubt, wijii ^ view to the Minister, whom he knew to be present — 

'^ Lo I ' here is a lad that hath tive loaves and two small iishes to 

.divide; but what are they among so many of usV* Dr. Ps^ley was not 

a man of impiety — but one actively employed in inculcating sound 

morals into the minds of the first youth in the country. He was tlie 

. author of ** T/ie ElemenU of Mortal Philosophy ," and yet he preached 

)his sermon — 

Lord Ellenborough. — No, he did not. I'll correctyour fact^ — 
there was never any such sermon preached. 

Mr. Hone. — My Lord, was there no such text mentioned? 
Lord EjLLENBQROUGH. — I capft enter into controversy. It was 
hardly worth interrupting you to giv(B this denial of your fact. . 

Mr. HoNE.^ — It really is generally understood that such a sermon 
was preached. I am glad to hear it was not. I had it only from the 
fiiirrent anecdotie^ which bithfuto hath passed trith belief.: 
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Lord CLL'ENtiOBOUGd.'-^You are <5oDfouDding two' things; there 
•was DO such sermon preached. You have heard some story, and that 
'has misled you. 

Mr. Hone. — ^The anecdote misled me. Your Lordship must have 
heard it talked of. 

Lord£LL£NBOROUGH. — ^There was some such anecdote, and I am 
■very sorry for it ; but there was no sermon preached. 

Mr. Hone. — I will not persist, my Lord, because I feel much 
obliged to your Lordship for stating that there had been a story of the 
kind. — Gentlemen of the Jury, with a view still further to ahew that an 
article may .be humourously parodied, in order lo excite ridicule, 
without either the humour or the ridicule being directed towards 
the article parodied, I shall read a parody on Hamlet's soliloquy, 
which appeared iu the Morning Herald, in 1808. 

Lord Ellenbqrougu. — ^>iow, what has that to do with your c^se? 

■ It is a parody, as you say, on some part of the. play of //am/ef, and 
,not on the Scriptures. It is obvious enough that it can have no refer- 
.4fRce to your case; and the Jury, as sensible men, must see that it has 

not. They should not have their time taken up in this manner. 
Mr. Hone. — My Lord, I understand your Lordship's notion of 

.sensible men in a jury-box very well. What your Lordship means 
by calling the Jury sensible men, is, that they will find me guilty; but 

.my notion of their being sensible men, is, that they will acquit me. 
He (Mr. Hone) wished, by any thing he said or read, to shew the Jury 
that in his publication he had no intention to ridicule the Scripture 
ior the Common Prayer. If lie had not, then there was no cj-ime. 
The parody on Hamlet* 8 Soliloquy commenced this way : — 

To stand, or not to stand — that isthe question. 
Whether 'tis nobler fur us to losetli' Election, 
. And tiil tiie honours that attend upon it; 
Or to demand a poll, and risk th* expense, &c. &c. 

Mr. Hone, proceeding with the parodies, said, there was a parody 
from the True Briton, in the Spirit of the Public Journals, of 1807, 

■ on the Lord's Prayer. The proprietor of the paper at that time was 
Mr. John Heriott, who had a place or pension from his Majesty's 
Government.. Was it honourable, or manly, to make such a distiNc- 
tion between parodists? He was quite sure that, if he had the files 
in Court of the Morning Chronicle, Morning Herald, the Morning 

I Post, and of The Times some years ago, he could have produced hun- 
dreds of parodies on the Scriptures. After a lapse, however, of more 
than three hundred years, during \\l)ich such parodies had been pub- 
lished, he was now first selected as the subject of prosecution ; and he 
was persuaded that he was so selected merely because he entertained 
pertain political opinions. He would now produce to them a parody, 
written by a gentleman who was virtually, thongh not ostensibly, one of 
his prosecutors, inasmuch as he was a Minister and a Member of the 
Cabinet Council --he meant the Right Hon. George Canning. Why 

. was he to be prosecuted by that gentleman for doing that which he 
had done himself, and for the doing of which he had not been prose- 

. cuted? Nine days after he was sent to the Kings Bench Prison on 
the present charge, he had read this celebrated Parody by the Right 

,fioo. GeofTge CaiuuDgi ooe of the IVfemben of 4be C^bioet, un^er 
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yiAM% tnthoYitj thSi prMMntiDti prde«eded. Was it fair thai M!bis« 
ten, to etcite a pnsjudica a^inU a man who had only been in tb« 
habit of doing what they themselres had tlone, should charge him 
trith blasphemy — a erime which they knew he had never committed. 
He would advise the Noble Lord (Sidmouth), and his friends around 
him, to consider well befortc they marked out any individuai for 
punishment on account of such publications. He should reatf 
that parody from the Parliamentary Reports lately published by 
lir» Robert Harding Evans. There Irere other reports of the pro« 
ceedingft in Parliaakent, but he gave the preference to this, because it 
appeared to be got up with a great deal of care, and bore the cha;* 
tacter of an authentic book, ^he parody was cited by £arl Grey» 
firom the Anti-Jacobin, and is the same as in the First Trial, p. 2d.) 
The Courier newspaper, mentioned in the first line of the parody, was 
then an opposition paper^ but it was hot so now ; thai is, it was not 
now in opposition to any thing except the rights and liberties of the 
people of England. Mr. Southey , who was mentioned in the parody, 
was now Poet-Laureate ; but some years ago he published a poem, 
^sailed, " Joan of Arc," to which were affixed •* The Visions of tlie 
Maid of Arc ;" and among the persons who, in the early editions, were 
there consigned to the place of perdition was that only person in this 
kingdom who, by a maxim of law, ** can do no wrong." What wonM 
the Jury think of this, and yet the poet wqs now the Court Laureate, 
On the 14th of May last, when Earl Grey introduced Mr. Cannine^s 
parody into his speech, he recomm^ided that Its author should ok 
prosecuted for Buch a blasphemous production, if it really were such. 
But he (the defendant) did not find that the Attorney-General had 
prosecuted Mr.Canniny. If, therefore, they were to punish him, 
and did not punish Mr. Canning, great injustice would be done. 
Justice to him must be justice to Mr. Canning, and so the people of 
England would determine. Tlie English government was founded 
pn public opinion ; without that it could not exist — that is, it could 
. »ot exist as a free government— it would be an arbitrary despotism. 

Mr. Hone then exhibited Gilray's Print, illustrative of Mr. Can- 
ning's parody;. The poem itself, he said, appeared originally in the 
Anii' Jacobin newspaper, which was supported by Mr. Canning, Mr, 
fiookham Frere, and other gentlemen of Pitt principles, and paid for 
by a subscription raised among the Pitt school. And now, forsooth, 
these very men, affecting peculiar regard for religion, attacked him 
on that ground on which they themselves had in the same way for- 
merly taken a stand. This 2eal for religion was false. They were 
f nraged against him for his political opinions ; and in their madness 
they cared not what they did. He smiled at their malice; he despised 
than for thus abusing their power; and he would say, as it is fkbled one 
of old said to Jupiter, who thundered instead of answering the man 
^ho was arguing with liim, *f Ah, Jupiter, 1 know thon canst kill 
me ; but if thou wilt argue, why dotit thou not answer me : instead 
of using thy reason, thon art flashing thy thunder. Ah, Jupiter, thou 
dost it in a passion, because thou art in the wrong V 

Mr. Hone then requested the Jury to examine the print to Mr. 
Canniog*s parody. One Lepaux, kt Frenchman, was represented as the 
i^poftte or prieii of Atheism, sfuroundcd by a grosp at the aUar^ 
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amQiigst wbom were 1%€ AiamiMg Pod and 71b Ccufief. fa tfarc 
pocket of the latter was a French paper. The Jury, perh^M^ might 
not have heard of the matter to which thisaHudedL There wm, at thcf 
time alluded to, an evening paper called The Telegraph, the circolatiott 
of which prested close upon The Courier, The present proprietor 
9fThe Courier wanted to sink the reputation of The Telegraph ; and|f 
to effect his purpose, he forged a French paper, called I/Eclairg 
und had it sent as from France to The Tele^opA, where it was eagerly 
inserted. The news it contained immediately ajQEiected the funds« 
The reputation of the latter paper of course became injured on ac- 
count of the fkbricatidn ; but at length the present proprietor ^f 
The Courier was discovered to have been the author, and paid da- 
mages to The Telegraph for the abominable fabrication. I( was no' 
libel upon Scripture tor the Pitt School to have published the print 
with the Leviathan (an animal only known in Scripture), representing 
the t)uke of Bedford with a hook in his nose, and Mr. Fox, Mr. 
Tiemey, Mr.Nicholls,and Mr.Thelwall, on his Irack ; Mr. Whitbread 
floating on^a barrel of porter in the yeaeiy tnain behind them; the 
present Lord Erskine, then at the bar, and in his gown and wig, waf 
also in the grouped All this was a libel on the right side* aad there- 
fore passed with impunity. Mr, Godwin and the lale excellent Gil- 
bert Wakefield were in the print, preceded by Messrs. Coleridge and 
Southey as asses supporting a eornueepia of Ignaronee, without any 
Other difference between them that he could perceive than that the 
ears of the latter were longer than those of the former. AH this waa 
in illustration and furtherance ctf Mr. Canning's parody. 

Mr. Hone then produced the Religioue Play- BUI, entitled 7%r 
Great Assize: and the Reiigioue Recruiting Bill, for volunteers to 
serve in the regiment rabing by the Lor$^^ Jehovah. He likewise 
alluded to the letter of Jesus Christ, in possession of the Lady Cubft 
at Mesopotamia, ail of which are detailed ih the report of the first 
trial. He also alluded to the manner in which the different sacred 
hymns had been applied by the Dissenters to lay tuites, with the most 
laudable intent; a practice, however, which would be reprehensible 
en the same grounds on which parodies were reprehended ; he re- 
peated the instances of this practice, which he had adduced on hia 
former trial. But these proved that persons who had the moit 
decided religious feelings might make use of secular means for the 
jmrpose, not of bringing religion into contempt, but of- support- 
Mgiti . 

Mr. Hone then proceeded to produce instances of mfQ^W 
en that part of the Common Prayer which he wa^ chargeo, b^ the 
present information, with* having parodied. The first he mentioned 
was from " The Rump; or, an exact Collection of the choicest Poems 
and Songs relating to tlie late times ; by the most eminent Wits ; 
from Anno 1G39 to Anno 1601 : London, 1662, octavo." These, 
were all written by the Cavaliers in support of ptcfrogative and arbi- 
trary power in Church and State against the Comnienwealthmea» 
and the Puritans and Dissentfers. He cited the foHowiag^ entitled, 
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A LETANY FOR TUB N»W YEAR. 

From all and moreihaii I hnre written here, 
I wish you wpll protected this New Year; 
From Civil War, and such uncivil things, 
As ruine Law and Goiipcl, Priests and Kings; 
From those who for self-ends would all hetray> 
From such new Saints that pistol when they pray, 
From flattering Faces with infernal Souls, • 
' From new fLeformers, such as puil down Paufs^ 
From iinscy-wolsey Lords, from Town-betrayers, 
^rom Aprqn-preacliers and Extempore Prayers/ 
, From Pulpit Blasphemy, and bold Rebellion, 

From Bloud and — somethings else that I could- tell ye on, 
From new False Teachers whicTi destroy the old, 
■ From those that turn the Gospel into Gold, 
From that black Pack where Clubs are always Tromp, 
From Bodies Politique and from the Rump, 
From those that ruine when. they should repair, 
From such as cujt ofT Heads instead of Hair, 
From twelve-months Taxes and Abortive Votes, 
From chargeable NurserChildren in red Coats, 
^ From such as sell their Souls to save their Sums, 

From City Charters that make heads for Drums, 
From Magistrates which have no truth or knowledge. 
From the Red Students now in Gresham College, 
From Gcfvernments erected by the Rabble, 
From sweet Sir Arthur's Knights of the round Table. 

Good Lord, deliver u?. 

Then followed another from the same Book, called " The City pt 
London's Litany," of which he read a short extract ^r— 

From Rumps tliat,do Rule aj^aihst Cu^tomes and Laws, 

From a fardle of Fancies stil'd a Good Old Cause, 

From Wives that have nails which are sharper than claws^ 

Good Jove, 
From Men who seek right where it's not to be had, 
From such who seek good where all things are bad, 
From Wise Men far worse than fools or men mad, 

Good Jove, &c. 
From Soldiers that wrack the poor out of doors, 
From Rumps that stuff Coffers to pleasure their Whores, 
Which they secretly squeeze from Commonwealth scores, 

Good Jove, &c. 

The next was from the ** Collection of the ne\vest and most 
ingenious Poems, &c. against Popery," in quarto, published so«n 
>fter the Revolution :— 

A NEW PROTESTANT LITANY. 

From Cobweb-Lawn Charters, from sham-freedom banters, 

OurXib6rty-kcepers and new Gospel-planters, 

And the trusty kind hands of our great Quo Warrantos, 

Libera Nosy^c* - 
From High-Court Commissions, to Rome to re-join us. 
From a Rliadamanth Chancellor, the Western Judge Minoi, 
Made Head of our Church by new Jure Divino*s, 

Libera Not, 4*c. 
From our great Test Records, cut out into thrums. 
From waste-paper Laws, us*d with pasties and plums, 
Magat Chartfty Magna Farta, made fodder for bums, 

Lilfera Not, Sfc» 
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From a new-found Stone Doublet, to th' old Sleeye of Lawn, . 
^ And ail to make room for the Pope-Lander^Spawn ; 

To see a Babe born, through bed- curtains close drawn, 

. . Libera Not, SfC, 
From resolving o'er night, where to lye-in to-morrow, 
And from cunning back-door to let Midwife thorow, 
Eight months ful-grown man child, horn without pang or sorrow, , 

Libera Not, S^e, 
From a God-father Pope, to the Heir of a Throne ; 
From three Christian names to one Sir>name unknown, 
With a Tyler milch-nurse, now the Mother's milk's gone. 

Libera Noi, dec. 

There was one from the 2d part of the same CoUecfToo^ be- 
ginaing— 

From immoderate fines and defamation, 
From Braddon^s merciless subornation, 
And from a bar of assassination. 

Libera not, Domine, 
From a body that's English, a mind that is French, 
From a Lawyer that scolds like an oyster wench, 
And from tfaie new Bohiier upon the Bench, 

Libera not, Dominej &c. ' 

Mr. Hone read niany others in this. same spirit. There was one 
whi<:h he had omitted to mention in regular order, which he shouUl 
now mention. It was a parody on our Litany, by Ben Jonson, in 
his play called Cynthia*i ReveU. 

Amo. From Spani|b shrugs, French faces, smirks, irps, and all affected • 
humours, 

CuoRus^-Good Mercury, deftind ps, . 
Pha, From secret friends, sweet servants, loves, doveis, and socb phan* ' 
tastique humours. 

Chorus — Good Mercury, defend us. 
AnuK From stabbing of armes, flap-dragpns, healths, whiffes, and ai! such ' 
swaggeriig humours, 

CHOROs-«*Good Mercur^, defend us. 
Fka, From waving fannes, coy glances, ' ghckes, cringes, and all such 
simpring humours. 

Chorus— rGood Mercury, defend us. . 
Amo. From making love by attorney, coyrting of puppets, and paying for 
new acquaintance, ' 

Chorus— Good Mercury, deliver us, &c, 

r ■ • • • 

This, the play said, was *' acted iirst in 1600, by the then children- 
of Queen Elizabeth's chapel, andallowed by the master of the revels ;" ' 
so that in those days, Ben Jonson, who, from his works, was evidently 
a man of rectitude as well as genius; did not think it unbecoming to 
write a parody ; nor did a Queen, who ivasi scrupulous in requiring 
respect to things established, think it unfit to be recited, even before 
herself, by the children "^of hey chapeL .: 

Mr. Hone read other parodies on the Liiany; one ^ of, which he 
produced illustrated by a coloured print of a Nobleman> who wa§ 
represented to have composed it, as follows ;--->. 



34 

. . LITANY- 

O Aristocracy! Gommnent divine!! — liave mercy uppp us voiserablii 
place-men. 

O Aristocracy, Government divine, &c. 
Starii Garters, and Promoitons^ proceeding from - aristocracy, and power> 
have mercy upon us miserable place-uien. 

Stars, Garters, and Promotions, &c. 
Remember not our offences, nor the offences of uur fore-fathers when iq 
office, — neither take from us our places or pensions. Spare us, aristocracy—? 
spare the creatures thou hast raised, and be not angry ivith thy servants. 

Aristocracy, spiire us. 
From all democracy, and new*fangled doctrines, 

Aristocracy, deliver us. 
Jfom fish*womf n,, mobs, and lam{Hposts, 

Aristocracy, deliver ySj.. 
Prom national assemblies, national guards, and national cockades. 

Aristocracy, deliver us. 
From people who judge for themselves, and pretend to the rights o/man, 

Aristocracy, deliver us. 
From Tom Patne's rabble and inflammatory pamphlets, 

Aristocracy, deliver us* 
From the insertion of paragraphs foreigq to thy laws, and the liberty of 
the press jn general, 

Aristocracy, deliver us. 
From all revolution meetings, and Ca Jrg cliibsy 

Aristocn^cy, deliver us. 
From all investigations and r^rms, 

Aristocracy, d<jliver gs. 
We place-men do beseech thee to hear us**0 ^ristoeracyr^and that it may 
please thee to govern the church in thine own way. 

Aristocracy, we beseech thee to hear us. 
Tbaj^it may please thee tO illuminuCe the head of o)ir governfir, and make 
it rich in understanding. 

Aristocracy, we beseech thee to hc^r ns. 
That it may please thee to bless and preserve the governor's wife, and keep 
frpm her all unpharitableness. 

Aristocracy, we beseech thee to h|^ us. 
. That it may please thee to shower down fat livings on all righteous pastors 
of the churchy so ths^t they may enjoy every luxury, and by Uieir preaching 
and living shew it accordingly,^^ 

Aristocracy, we beseech thee to hear us. 



.That it may please thee to preserve for our use, the kindly fruits of the 
earth, and all the game thereof, so that no other may enjoy ihem. 

Aristocracy^ we beseech thee to hear us. 



That it may please thee to protect such as are in power, both in church 
and State; to raise up them that fall; and iinally, to beat down /armeri^ 
puratCiSf and shopkeepen, beneath our feet, 

Aristocracy, we beseech thee to hear us. . 

He produced another, of still later date, printed on a half-sheet^ 
HHd 6€^ ^t three half>pence, entitle^, 

THE POOR MAN'S LITANY. 

From four pounds of.Bread, at $ixteen-pence pricey 
And Butter at Eighteen, though not very nice,' 
And Cheese m ^ Shilling^ though gmiVd by the mice, 

Good Lord; delirer ml 



From stale Clods of Beef, at a Shilling a ponhd^ 
Which, in summer, w.ith fly-blows and maggdts abound, > 
Or drieti by the wind, and scarce fit for a hound, 

Good Lord, deliver w ! 
From the Tax upon Income, invented by Piitt, 
Though the Groat Ones contrive to lose nothing by it, 
Yet we who have little are sure to be bit, 

, Good Lord, deliver us I 

Froni Taxes Assessed, how raised at a nod. 
While Inspectors rule o'er us ^ith their iron rod, 
And.exipect homage paid them like some demi-god^ 

Good Lord,. deliver MS 1 
From Forestallers, Regraters, and all that carsM train, 
Who, to swell out their bags, will hoard up the giraio, 
Ag;ainst which we cry out with our mis^ht and main. 

Good Lord, deliver us! 
From a Workhouse where hunger and poverty rage, 
And distinction's a stranger to birth, sex or age; 
Lame and Blind, all must work, or be coop*d in a catcc. 

Good. Lord, deliver U8 1 
From six in a bed in those mansions of woe, 
Where nothing but beards, nails, and vermin do grow. 
And from picking of Oakum in cellars below. 

Good Lord, deliver us! 
From Stickings of Beef, old, withered, and tough, 
Bread, like Saw-dust and Bran, and of that not enough, 
And scarcely a rag to cover our BuflF, 

. Good Lord, deliver us! 

From the tantalised sight of viewing the Great 
Luxuriously rolling in coaches of stiate, 
While thousands are starving — for something to eat, 

Good Lord; deliver us ! 
From feasts and rejoicings, ye Gluttons, abstain, 
Since the blessings yon boast of hot give the Poor pain^ 
And of which one and all so. loudly complain,, 

Good Lord^ deliver us ! 
But these Burthens removed, then united' we'll pray, 
Both the young and the old, the grave and the gay — 
•* May the Rulers be happy, and liVe to be grey;* 
Rejoice then, ye Britons, that's our Jubileei day, 

We beseech thee to hear us. Good Lord i 

Mh Hone said, that having shewn that parodies were not nec^s* 
sarily disrespectful to the work parodied, and that they had been uni- 
formly allowed, he should now shew that his did not deserve to be mstde 
an exception to the general rule. In doing this," he said; it became 
necessary for hitn to rebut a charge in tbjs information, of seditiously 
libelling the Prince Regent, the House of Lords, arid the House of 
, Commons ; and here be felt a little, and only a little, embarrassed. Mis 
drfHculty proceeded from his conceiting the political opinions of the 
Oentlemen of the Jury might be opposed to his own. But here the 
difficulty was trifling, because he was sure that prejudices were fast 
wearing away ; that men, as they intermixed more kindly, respected the 
conscientious opinions of each other ; and believing, as he did most 
sincerely, that opinions wholly opposed to his views were honestly 
entertained by most respectable and worthy men, he also believed that 
»iich men would gWe him credit for as much hohesty in his persuasions, 
and thus each woidd tolerate the other. He therefore, from a Jerry 
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of ehligbteued merchants of the City of London^* claimed their protect 
tion of his right to express his opinions, opposed, as he imagined they 
might be, to their own ; and he was persuaded, that just and liberal feel- 
ings would rally in the hearts of his Jurymen, and that they would do 
unto him as they would that men should do unto them. 

Mr. Hone then proceeded to remark upon the several passages of 
the Litany which was the subject of prosecution, selecting such as 
appeared to give most offence to the political gentlemen who sought, 
under the guise of religion, to effect a political object in his ruin. His 
Parody prayed our delivery, 1st. from *'an unnational Debt;'' 2d. 
from "unmerited Pensions;" 3d. from " Sinecure Places ;" 4tb. from 
*' an extravagant Civil List;" and 5th. from ** utter starvation.** Now, 
as to the first, how few were they Who doubted that many debts had 
been contracted by our rulers for purposes by no means national. But 
good Ministers could have nothing to fear from the promulgation of 
9uch things. I^o government could, indeed, have so much reason to 
fear any thing as the effects of such a prosecution as he had been sub- 
jected to in 'this instance, in consequence of the frank expression of his 
mind. Then as to unmerited pensions, that was not to be understood 
as applying to the reward of public servants ; such, for instance, as 
really performed their duty, upon the bench or elsewhere, but to those 
who derived fortunes from the public purse, without any public service 
whatever ; and how many such men were to be found in England ! Of 
the "extravagant Civil List,'' he did not think it necessary to -say any 
thing ; nor of " utter starvation" either ; for no one acquainted with 
London, or any of the great towns in the country, for the last twelve 
months, could require any information upon that point. He had hini* 
self, indeed, seen two human beings who had actually expired in the 
streets from absolqte want. But similar ' scenes must have been wit- 
nessed by nunabers of those who heard him, as well as by the members 
of the Jury. In every direction the ravages of distress were visible, 
and most sensibly felt. Next, our delivery was prayed from the blind 
imbecility of ministers, as well as from the pride and vain-glory of 
warlike establishments in time of pieace. This prayer might.be found 
^ fault with by his political prosecutors ; but yet, who could doubt the 
imbecility of Migisters? He, for one, confessed that he could not. 
There were, he believed, some noen of honest purpose among- the 
Ministers, while they evinced the want of wisdom; but there were 
others connected with that body, who, while they had reputation for 
. talent, bad equal reputation for the want of principle. What then was 
to be expected froni such a combination of integrity without talent, and 
talent without integrity ? Nothing, surely* but imbecility. In assert- 
ing that implicitly, however, he did not mean to reflect upon the private 
life of any man ; for, correctly speaking, the private, life of a mail had 
. no connection with his fitness or capability for the performance of the 
. great duties of a Statesman. A man might be very amiable towards 
his family and friends, and exemplary in the performance of all the 
moral duties, while his mind was not large enough to conceive the 
obligations which attach to the character of a Statesman. The mind 
. of a good private man might indeed be quite incompetent to embrace 
a Statesman's views, or to understand hia duties. A very good maa 
jnight Uierefoxei from such iocapacitjr, grope at Uiepreseot Mioittert 
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lb, like, a mole in the dark. Such a m^a might, notwithytandlog the 
lionesty of bis intentions, or the purity of his principles, be wholly in- 
capable of devising means to maintain the lustre, the dignity, and the 
honour of the country. Every little thing would be to them of a dis- 
torted importance, as to an animalcule a grain of granite was an 
universe. He could mean no reflection, therefore, upon the personal 
character of the Members of the Administration, when he charged them 
with imbecility. Now, as to the warlike establishments in time of peace, 
he put it to the Jury, whether such establishments did not at this moment 
notoriously exist. There was an Act of Parliament, no doubt, to sanc- 
tion their establishments ; but this country had often witnessed Acts of 
Parliament which were not entitled to. public respect— which were, in- 
deed, in direct contradiction to the principles of the British constitution. 
This he said, because he thought so; and was it not better that he and 
others should be encouraged to express their miud, than to conceal if, 
and reserve the expression for secret conspiracies? Ever^ rational 
man would answer in the affirmative. It was always more desirable to 
any considerate man to be told when and where be was wrong, than to 
have the advantage of such information withheld from him. Such 
must be the case with every man who was not deaf to his own interest. 
For himself, he could have no hesitation in saying, that he should 
esteem tbe friend who frankly told him that he was wrong, because he 
should thus learn how to correct himself; and the Ministers who did 
not so feel towards any man who informed them of their errors, must be 
insensible to their interest, as well as indifferent to their character. A 
government which would not hear the truth must be a despotism. He 
did not mean that calumny should be tolerated, but that the expression of 
truth should be encouraged. No honest men could have any thing to 
fear even from misrepresentation ; for honesty was always sure to 
defeat that, whether it applied to guvernment or to individuals. Wliy 
should government be afraid of truth or falsehood in any case ? Nothidg 
but weakness could produce such fear, and that weakness must be pitiable* 
Another prayer appeared in the Litany, that the country should he 
delivered from all the deadly sins attendant upon a corrupt method of 
elect ion:~from all the deceits of the pensioned hirelings of the press. 
But who could deny that the most flagitious corruption prevailed in 
the prevalent system of election for Members of Parliament. Such 
corruption was indeed as notorious as the sun at noon-day ; and there" 
fore this prayer could not be condemned, unless upon tbe ground that 
truth was a libel; and this was a doctrine never recognized by any 
Jury (who were entitled to judge of the law), aUhougb generally as- 
terted by the Judges. But for himself, he could not conceive how truth, 
with respect to any public act or public officer, could be deemed a 
libel ; and he hoped the Jury whom he had the honour, to address would 
not give up their right of decision upon this material point to the 
dkium of any individual. Another prayer appeared in this Litany, 
for our deliverance. from taxes levied by distress — from gaols crowded 
with debtors — from poor-houses overflowing with paupers. As to the 
first, it was universally known that the greater part of the taxes were 
levied by distress at the time this Litany was published. One tdJU- 
. gatherer, indeed, employed in the vicinity of Fleet Street, had ^old 
Xim, that he had .levied Juore dieuess for the payment of taxes 



ti^it&in tbe preceding liine montfas than he had ' done mthih 
tbe sixteen preceding years: When, then, such calamity existed — 
when all things were going wrong, where was the harm t?f saying so ? 
of was it not rather desirable to make it known? Were an individual 
told that his affairs were going wrong, his first object would be to cWt 
tip his accounts, in order to see the magnitude of bis danger, and to 

Srovide some remedy, while he would thank the person who roused 
im to a sense of his danger. And why should not the government 
be equally grateful for similar information and excitement to inquiry ? 
It would be so, if its members were not imbecile, self-conceited, and 

lupine. Then as to prisons crowded with debtors, was there a quartefr 
df England, or a man in the country, that could not testify to this 

■ftict? He himself had seen the condition of the King's Bench prisori* 
The day upon which he was committed to the King's Blench prison in 

•consequence of this prosecution, he was put inside the gate, and found 
himself, within the walls — at liberty to go where he liked for an abi- 

' ding pkce. At length he applied at the door for the tipstaff by whom 
he was taken into custody, and brought in, requesting to know where 
he was to get a lodging? In consequence of this application he was 
conducted to the coffee-room, where alone he could, from the crowded 
state of the prison, find any sort of decent accommodation. Such was 
the statement to him at the time, and such he afterwards found to be 
the facts' At the coffee-room he took up his abode as a hoarder; for he 
was under the necessity of paying three shillings a night for sleeping 
in a room, in another part of the jJrison, with three other persons. 
This inconvenience, which he most sensibly felt, both in perscm and in 
pocket, was inevitable, from the extremely crowded state of the 
prison. Another proof of the crowded state of our prisons he had 
lately seen at Maidstone, where a prison, to occupy fourteen acres of 
ground, was nearly completed, avowedly with a view to provide accom- 
modation for the miserable prisoners of the county of Kent, in addition 

• to that afforded by the county-gaol. With respect to the overflow of 
poor-houses, he did not think it necessary to say any thing upon that 

•'point, as every Gentleman of the Jury must, no doubt, be competent, 
from his own experience and information, fully to decide the truth of 
that allegation. The next prayer of this publication was as to " a 
Parliament chosen only by one- tenth of the people — taxes raised to 
pay wholesale butchers their subsidies — false doctrines, heresy, and 
schism — conspiracies against the liberty of the people, and obstacles 
thrown in the way of our natural and constitutional rights." That 
Pajrliamenls were not chosen by more than one-tenth of the people 
was, he apprehended, an indisputable fact. He himself had been lbr~ 
the most part of his life a housekeeper, and yet he had never enjoyed 
the right of voting for a member of the House of Commons. This he 
must and ever should consider a great grievance. He, and others 
similarly circunistanced, were no doubt told that they were represented 
'OirtuaUi/ as some class. But this i^as a mere delusion, only aggra^^ 
vating the unjust privation of his right by an insult to his understand- 
ing. Then, as to human butchers, in what other light'were those t» 
be regarded who let out their subjects to be shot at, or to shoot at 
•thers for hire? False doctrines, were surely chargeable upon those 
W&X) jaoctiotied ihxM ndtions of ** legifhmte right,'' which weteiti* 
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such doctrines were to be expected from those ■ ministers who WjBr^^ 
inattentive to the- wants of the people, who disregarded the example 
of the noble Sully, the great minister of that truly great sovereigo , 
Henry IV. who said, in the spirit of real benevolence and princely 
duty, that his utmost ambition was that every peasant in his domi<* ; 
nions should have each day a pullet in his pot. The existence of con- 
spiracies against the liberties of the people was, he observed, sufficiently • 
obvious from the suspension and re-su$pension of the Habeas Corpus . 
Act. The next prayer to the government was, " that ye spend m% 
extravagantly the money raised from the production of our labours, nor 
take for yourselves that which ye need not.'' This was surely not to be ; 
condemned, especially after government had sanctioned the scandalo\i^ 
ILiisbon job, in which Mr. Canning took from the public purse no legf 
than ^14,000 fordoing nothing, in asituation in which his predecesspx^ ; 
wjbo had something to do, received only ^6000, Yet this deduction 
from the public purse, at a period of dire distress, Ministers made for « 
this most improper purpose, and Mr. Canning accepted the bril^o- 
without the excuse of necessity, for his means were aniple. Did not. 
.such a transaction, an^idst a thousand others, justify an allusion tA 
public- n^onev spent extravagantly, and given to iffxose who needed .it - 
not? 

Mr. Hone then adverted to the mode of prosecution by information, 
which was adopted against him, and sak), that the Statesmen who 
effected the Revolution had expressly stipulated for the abolitioa* 
of this practice, though the stipuli^tion appeared not to have been su;b- = 
sequently fblfilled. The whole of the recent proceedings of the Ad-, 
ministration had his total disapprobation, and therefore he commented 
upon them through the medium of parodies. Their measures wecei: 
tWe of little men of little minds; their measures were the objects 
of his contempt, and the men themselves, as ministers, were the ob- 
jects of bis pity. It was with pleasure, therefore, that he ever frota 
that quarter , heard any thing accidentally advantageous to the coun-' 
try, and thence he was gratified by the declaration of the Attorney- 
General on the preceding day, that he held in equal estimation all 
classes of Christiaps, no matter what were their particular forms of 
worship. 

Mr. Hone said, he was by no means exhausted, but he was afraid 
of tiring the Jury, whom he most respectfully and sincertly thanked 
for their patience. If they required it, he ^;vould go through every sup- 
plication to our Rulers in the parody, to shew that what'he said he was' 
justified in saying — that it was true, and not libellous — that if there 
Was ridicule, those who rendered themselves ridiculous, however high 
their station, had no right to cry out because they were ridiculed. He 
intended io laugh at them. They were his vindictive prosecutors, ancj 
his hypocritical persecutors ; and laugh at them he would, till they 
cieased to be the objects of his laughter by ceasing to be Ministers. He 
expressed a willingness to expound the whole of the parody, in order 
to remove the imputation of libel, if the Jury thought it necessary ;" 
bnt-perhaps the 'specimen of his remarks on the parts be had read 
would be sufficient. The/Gentlenien of the Jury would take the- parody ' 
nfith-lheini^ fH>idsi4ie]c iVeooll^at tttcir l^is^reittd'^ •#n* 
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cbnrlusions, whether he proceeded throagh the whole or not; Mr. 
Hone was resuming, when he was stayed by ' 

■ A Juryman. — It is not necessary for you to read any further; we 
n.tt satisfied, 

Mr. Hone said. Gentlemen, I thank ye.— He was glad on many 
Atcounts to hear the Jury were satisfied, and would trouble the Jury but 
a' short time longer. He never intended, by these parodies, to excite 
ridicule against the Christian religion, and none but the weakest nien 
cbiild honestly suppose so, and even they did it without consideration. 
His intention was merely political. It was done to excite a laugh* 
Was a laugh treason ? Surely not. " The lean-face Cassms never 
linghs." The learned Judge who tried the cause yesterday (Mr. Justice 
Abbott) had said, that to take the name of the Lord in vain was pro- 
fiiination. Let Mr. Attorney-General look to this; for he found that 
he had made a free use of this hallowed name at the late trial of Mr. 
Wooler. When he made this allusion, he begged to assure the learned 
Gentleman that nothing was further from his mind than any notion 
that in the extracts from the Attorney-Generars speech, which be 
was about to read, the name of God was introduced in any other way 
than that which might be done in an earnest and rapid delivery. Bnt 
the Attorney-General had made, in his speech On Mr. Wooler's trial, the 
following expressions : — 

^ There arc some persons who suppose, or choose to state they suppose, 
that persons filling the situation which I fill {fiod knows unworthily) ar« 
servants of the Crown." 

<^The prosecution is not instituted oo my own judgment (for God knows 
that is weak), but in coocurrence with that of my learned friends." 

<< If any man can doubt that the defendant meant this as a libel upoti 
Ministers, Ged defend my understanding." 

* ** If he did not mean to, violate the law of the country, in God^i name let 
him. shew it." 

. ^'If he can shew, by a preceding or following sentence, that this is not the 
meaning intended to be expressed, in the name of Heftven let him do it." 

** God knows a great deal of my life has been spent in public." 

'* God forbid that it should be said the highest and lowest man are not 
equal in the eye of the law." 

*' Thank God, the richest and the poorest man are equally protected." 

Mr. Hone begged to remind the Attorney^General of what he had 
stated yesterday respecting the Ten Commandments, and the reveren-* , 
tial awe which ought to be entertained for them. One of these com.* 
mands was, ** Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain f but it appeared that the learned Gentleman himself had broken 
this commandment. He was sure that the learned Gentleman had no * 
intention of breaking the commandments, or degrading sacred subjects, 
and therefore be was morally absolved from the consequences of the . 
impression which such irreverent appeals to the Deity might producjB*; 
The defendant absolved him froni any intention of taking God's name » 
in vain, and i^e wished the same construction to be put on the parodies , 
which he had written. . . : 

He concluded by imploring the Jury, if they thought him ca», 
pable of sending forth the publication with the intent attributed tci^ 
hm tp.%d. bim guilty 2 bjit.ifi.a^ 1^« wtici|^d|.Mvejr ^t^U«3n^ 
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that h§ fiad pdblished with socli'an iiitentioh, then lie reliecl'on a v^N 
dict ojf Not Guilty. His politics was his crime ; an<i if he were guilty, 
the real libellers were those who instituted the prosecution against 
him, for their punishment should precede his. Why did Mr, Canning' 
escape, if he, Wm. Hone, were guiUy t The ministers knew they had 
airidrig them those who Had gone " unwhipped of justice." The Right 
Hon. George Canning was the man represented in Gilray's graphic 
parody on the t^^cent of Elijah, which he had in'his'hand, ais holding 
forth his arms to catch the mantle falling from Mr. Pitt, who was, 
like Elijah, mounting in his chariot to the skies. He thanked the 
Jury for their patience; every thing he valued in life was in their 
hand§ — his character, his reputation, his subsistence. He asked from 
tiiem no mercy; he wanted pnly justice. If they thonglA he published 
the parody' with the intent attnbuted to him, then kt him be • ' 

1i ■'.'.' . *^ l4*sh*d;fof a rascal naked through tho world.^ 

If^-* its ITis co^Atrience told him, they thought otherwile,. th^n they' 
i^uld send him dotne' to his family instead of the King's Bench> 
priseto; ' . • 

' Mr. Hone's .address laated from a (juarter to eleven o'clock to aquar-: 
terpast five o'clock. He was 'about to call evidence to prove that he. 
stopped this circulation of the parodies when he found they wek-e con- 
sidered (^(^nsive; when ' :» ' .!i 
' The ATTo&NET-GE^EnAi rose', and 9ubdaitted tliat- evidence: 06 
ytdpplng the publical^cki cbold not be received in a case where the mer^ 
fact and intent of that publication were to be considered.- 
• Lord ELLiEK6o»iot;oii.— Yon are right as to the rule of evidence* 
It has' nothing to d6 withf the' issoe on the verdict of Guilty or Not 
Guilty. At the 6ame time t shall take this evidefnce as a circxnnstaDC# 
to he ^nsidened in miHgationof puniihmmt, if the defendant should b4' 
<Sionvicted. This may; be a convenient way of taking the evidence for 
hitn, als'h^ might be put td the expence of affidavits on a future occa^ 
sion, if it were' now reiected. 

-Mr;-H<):Syte.— I merely adduce it to shew how soon I stopped ihtt 
^blication. 

' Lord ELtENiiORouGtr. — That will n^ot do away the otfende, thougb 
it inay be a. very considerable mitigation of the punishment. 

Tiie ATTOttKEY-GfeVERAi; — ^lu that light lean have no possible 
objection to its being received. 

BbitjaMtn Grimsek deposed, that be was the defendant's shop^ 
mab at the time the sale of the parodies- was stopped* by order of de^ 
ifendkift.' ' Witness entered into defendant's service at the beginning o£ 
Jdhintty last, at which time the sale of the parodies was very consi- 
derable. They were indeed in the highest sale at the time they were 
Stopped.' There was a great deal of apl>iication for them both by |xri- 
vate individuals and by booksellers, after the sale was stopped. It 
was 'is topped on the 22d of February. There were about 3000 sold 
altogether. 

The ATTOR'NEY-GsycaAL. — ^We admit the defendant stopped his 
eWti isale on thef 2!id of Febraary. 
- Mir.'HoN4;V-4 am obliged to the Attorney-General, but I wodld 
flitWr 'ibe JurjrdMNfld Uk%ii from the mouth of the witness. 
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Wm. M^okkell deposed, that he was the shopman, of Mf. 
and had immediately succeeded Benjamin Grimsen ; that he was q«yi^- 
aliowed to sell JVilkess Catechism^ although several persons applied yit\. 
him for it ; some of those applicants having tendered half-a-crown andi 
more for a copy of it, while one offered a pound note. To a questiooi 
from the Judge^ witness answered that he entered into the defendaniV 
service about the beginning of April last. He was cautioned agai^afi. 
selling any of these parodies. 

Lord Ellen BoaovGii. — Then you had them in^the shopi 
• Witness. — No, my Lord. 

Lord Ellenborougu. — What do you mean by being eaotioDed.?r*r' 
a caution would be superfluous, if the parodies were not there. 

. The Witness.^ — Large sums were offered. I could have got ^1 Ifii^ 
one ; and the caution was^ lest a stray one should be picked uj^ ioriiQif' 
maging the shelves. 

George Butler, of Castle Street^ in the Bovoagb^ deposed, that 
he called' at the defendant's house about April last, with a yiew^ tm, 
purchase some copies of WUkes^s Political Catechism, but that the |b(9|Hr 
man, as well as the defendant himself, refused to let him have a^y* 
that this refusal'served'to interrupt a friendship of twenty yeani||y|d» 
ing, which he had had with the defendant. j 

Mr.HiTCHiKGs deposed, that be applied ia vain at the deieadaiilSi^ 
shop, about the beginning of March last, for copies of the parodi0% 
including Wiikea^a Geteckiim: that he did not know aay thipg 4i^bfiit 
those parodies, until be heard of their having beea prosecuted^ and tim^ 
from curiosity, he became anxious to see them. 

The Attorney-General rose to reply. Hesaid^that the coqbi- 
deration of this case had occupied so- mucb time, that he would 'OadwH 
Tour to compress what he had to say into as Uttle compass as ppssibla.. 
The defendant had alluded to some expressions which he supposed had 
fallen from him on a former occasion. In speaking of teleratioD, the 
defendant had supposed that he held in equal esteem and veneratiaa 
men of all professions of religion. This was a mistake ^ what he hadt 
said was, that if a man was a Christian, though his mode and form of 
worship might differ from the forms of the Established Church, to 
which he himself belonged, yet if he performed his duty towards his 
God, and believed in the essentia) articles of the Christiaa faith, h«| 
held that man in estimation andj-egardyr— not in equal e8timatio^»<i Ai to 
the allusion to his having taken the name of God in vaip on a f^4n^; 
trial ; all he had to' say was, that he knew nothing of the accuracy of 
the report; but if Mr. Hone could derive any advantage from his ad-* 
inission, he was free to say, that he had much blame to^ take t«^ hiqat- 
self for making too free an use of the name of his Maker in attest20|^ 
the sincerity of the opinions he was then delivering. This he cofl€egse4 
was wroiig ; for he hoped that all persons would remember th^t the^ 
great Mr. Boyle never uttered the name of God without a pause, %% 
the same time shewing his reverence by the obeisance of hia bq^y* 
But this really had nothing to do with the question. The ioipjiO'; 
priety of one man could not be an excuse for that of %BOther. As to 
the filing of an information ex officio^ it was part of the law of the land ; 
It had been^art-:of the common law from- the e^li^slt tuiies^ %i|d.9mii 
recognized by tht eUtttte Iw. Th« iabJQCi 4iA «»t fmk-mu.f6fiinli 
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*gt«at consideration at the time of tbe revolution. The grAit men of 
that day redressed such abases as they thought required redr^sk. 
There having been a right to fiJe informations by the Master of tbt 

• King's Bench, and private persons iiavrng made use of him to create 
vexatious proceedings, a law was passed in the 4th of William III. 
reciting those facts, and transferring and confining the power to tUe 
Attorney-General. He denied that' the defendant had any ground of 
complaint on account of the delay, which had, in fact, arisen from "a 
desire to shew all reasonable indulgence. It was for them to consider 
whether this were a libel, and whether the intention of the publisher 

• -was to produce those consequences whidi must result from it. The 
defendant had occupied a considerable portran of their time in statirig 

' that, at-diflfercnt periods of our history, parodies had been published 
oiHlie Scriptures. Thi^ fact, however to be lamented, afforded no jus* 

' t(fication ; many of those parodies which he had read to-day were prD- 
fsfntf vvere impious, were libellous. Without meaning to detract jfrohi 

- the debt of gratitude owing to Martin Luther, he must say, that he 
iiad profaned the Holy Writ. The same might be said of Dr. Boys. 
And as to the other parodies of later times, by whomsoever writteti, 

' they were profane, and, being profane, were the subject of prosecutioto. 

The Scriptures should be looked upon with a sacred eye, and never be 
-"nfsed for secular purposes. Equally objectionable would it be to apply 

6bscene tunes to the Psalms of David, or even the Hymns of Dr. Watts. 
'B6t these points had as little to. do with the case, as the prints which 
' tiie defendant had exhibited. He (tbe Attorney-General) bad selected 

the defendant for prosecution because he had taken the lead in these 

recent pavodies. The defendant asserted, that he did not mean to do 
^'lirrong ; but we must judge by the actions of men ; and what he charged 

ivas, that no man could read this work without seeing that it mliit 
' lessen that sacred regard and reverence which every Christian owed 

to the public service of the Church. If any man were to parody the 

ptayers of any of the sectaries of the Church, supposing them to be 

consistent with Christian worship, he would commit an offence against 
' religion. If the doctrines urged by the defendant to-day were to (e^ 

' established in a court of justice, it would produce such an inundatiba 
' of blasphemois publications as nothing perhaps could. check.' He saw 
' from the title-page that the defendant had published several tracts of 
' a sinfflar nature, which were to be had at his shop, in order, no dodbtf 
'that there might be a collection of parodies like those which he tad 

read to-day. He should, to the last hour of his life, declare, that Be 

• Bhonld not have been fit, nor ought he to have been suffered to ha^e 
retained his situation a moment longer^ as the law-oflicer of the public, 

- if he had not followed up these prosecutions. He called himself the 
'"law-officer of the public, because he stood there as counsel and prose- 
' cotor for the sake of preserving reverence and awe for religion and the 

nacred service of the Church of England. Take, said the Attorney- 

■Q^eral to the Jury, this Prayer Book- and this pamphlet, compare 

\i^s€m together, and I have no doubt you will say that the latter was 

'intended to bring the former into conjtempt. I have done niy duty; I 

"•4eitye you to do your's. 

'- 'lord -Bllbkborough then pn^Miftded to charge the jury. They 
«^w<NU -vuMM Ike eivHMiice Ikejr'lMd-'lkMrd- on fbe piirt of the iliN 
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fepdant, tbat be bad stopped tbe circulation of ibis ^ork on the 2rtt| 
of February ; but wben be told them ibis, it wa> nq matter of consir 

.deration on tbe question of Guilty, or Not Guilty j. Every mfui 

'niigbt eudeavour to do away bis offence by a sort of reparatioo ; 

^£e bad, however, bad ^be painful duty of sitting, wben tbe cringe 
of forgery was brougbt before bina, in cases where tbe money had 
]been sent back ; but so Uttle had this been attended to, ibat the 

'severest penalities of the law had been enforced. Tbe fact which the 
defendant had proved could only have effect in mitigation of puniaii- 

. ment. The information charged tbat this was an impious and profane 
libel: it was a libel on one of the most beautiful compositions that 
ever came from tbe bands of niien : it was a part of the ritual ev«n 
before ih^ Protestant form of worship was established; and to bripg 

. Ibis into ridicule, to endeavour to write down tbe Litany, was impious 
find profane. It was said tbat there was no such intention ; but the 
law considered that every man intends tbat which be has dope. Tbe 
snaallness of tbe price for which these works were sold oujy accelerate 
ihesalej and increased the danger. Qne offence c^ould.net be ju8tifie4 
by another : on tbe contrary, i.t-was an aggravation to say, that persons 

* i>ad done so before, and thjE^ce to add to tbe number of o&ndeis* 
. Amongst all th.e .parodies wbic}i the defendant bad read, be could net 
. £nd any that bor^ any proportion to the enormity of tbe prf s^i^* 

frhe Litany, and all tbe forms^:ftL^rayer, were in our statute-books, ^ 
', much as the ,law of inheritance, which gives to a s^n the estate, of 
I Jbis father. l^xi Hale, venerable as well for ^be sanctity qf lys 
« pbaracter, as for the profundity of bis learning, bad declared, as t^t 
,,^ttorney-Gpofral had told tbepa, that Christiapity .was part of |h6 
{ (pommpn law of tbe land. If this publication vftxt not to ridiciUe 
;: .Religion, let them take it lyitb them, and see Mfbat other purpose it could 

* answer. To raise a laugh— ra laugh at whom, if it were not at. religion f 
. The last passage in the work seemed to be tbe worst ; for there, instead 
. pf the solemn and impressive words, ^ May tbe grace of our Lofd 

Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the ^o)y 
. Gbost, be with you all evermore f it said, '^ May tbe grace of our Lord 

George, and tl^e love of l^uis l^VIII. and tbe fellowship of tl^e 
., I^ope, be with you all evermore.'^ The d^iehdant bad advjBit^d to maqy 
^ grievaiices that did not exist. The right of filing informations e^, ofiidq 

was expressly, saved to the Attorney-General by the statute of William. 
^ And jas to granting copies of the information, in what instance Uad- 
.^sucb copies ever been gi;anted to any subject of tbe rea)ni? Did the 
..defendant wish a particular law for hiQiSielf? He said be was. ignorant 

pf tbe charge to which be had to. pli^ad. What! did be not publish 

* this work; and bow cojald be no^ know what tbe charge (^outaiued ^ 
. Then what other grijevancje bjBid be to com|)lain of? Vyas it that he 
. was discharged upon bis own reppgnizance ? It was now for tbeox tQ 
. (Consider whether tbe defend.aot w^s gjuilty. Different persons, it was 

said, bad published si.if)ilar. tbingjs. As to going up to tbe tin^e pf 

^ Jdartiu Luther, Boys, aqd so on,, tbe habits of tl^ose tinges wer;e t.ptaMy 

i^iflferent; the first; scenic .perfonpAnce^ ^yer.e my&teries or repre?en|t^- 

tions of incidents in Sacred Writ. Lutbcr himself was npt very ^4^- 

per/ite n^l^en bo was engaged, ip contr<^ve.r^y. Tbi^re were maqy t^l^tngs 

•» 4p .f¥f^n v^9kJmp; i§m ir^ Mt. jniM )v.,c9tt»^«#./^ 
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profane and impious ; but this of the defendant transcended them all 
in magnitude. Me would deliver them bis solemn opinion, as be 
was required by Act of Parliament to do ; .aiid under the authorit}' of 
that act, and still more in obedience to his conscience and his God, he 
pronounced this to be a most impious and profane libeK Believing 
j»nd hoping that they (the Jury) were Christians, he had not any doubt 
but that they would be of the same opinion. 

(His Lordship, who appeared much oppressed with indisposition 
during the latter part of the trial, delivered his charge in so faint 
^ tone, that it, was scarcely audible beyond the Bench.) 

,The Jury then, at a quartf r past six, retired ; at eight they returned; 
and their names having been called oyer, the foreman, in a steady 
voice, pronounced a verdict of — Not Guilty.. 

The Court was exceedingly crowded; and as soon as the decisiom 
was beard, loud and reiterated shouts of applause ensued. His Lord- 
ship, called upon the Sheriffs to preserve 4)rder; but the expression of 
ieeling was-8o universal, that all interposition was impossible, l^e 
orowd then left the Court, and, mixing with the multitude in the hall 
and in the passages, communicated their feelings with their news, and 
the loudest acclamations of applause filled the avenues, and were echoed 
through Guildhall and King-street, which were extremely crowded. 
Never, indeed, was a greater degree of public interest excited upon any 
trie}. The Court was crowded throughout the day; and for several 
faonrs before the Jury retired, Guildhall was as full as upon the assem- 
blage of a Common Hall. The sensation produced by the result of 
this impartial trial cannot be described. Before his Lordship left the 
Court, be asked the Attorney-General what case he would take next. 
The Attorney-General replied, that he should take next that wbick 
stood next in order. 

Mr. Hoke endeavoured to leave the Court privately ; but be was 
recognized by some persons in the Court, who, in their exultation, were 
forgetful of the griat &itigue be Jiad undergone during his trials on this 
^nd the preceding ()ay. He was pressed upon by innumerable greetings, 
ao<i hands shaking, and W9s. desired on all ^ides to. get into a, coach; but 
this he positively declined^ and, almost overpowered by the eagerness of 
salutation, escaped into the Baptist-Head Coffee House, Aldermanbury; 
vbere.be was joined by a few friends. After having taken some slight 
refreshment, he walked home, unrecognized, to his anxious family. Ou 
bis arrival he was much indisposed, and apparently too much exhaust- 
ed to undergo t,he fatigue of defending himself on the third Trial, 
which ^as appointed by ithe Attorney-General and Lord Ellenborough 
for the next morning, at half past nine o'clock, on an ex-ofido informa- 
tion for publishing a third Parody, entitled, The Sinecurists* Creed. 

JuatjpubUshed^ uniform wUh thU^Prict Om Shillings 
THE FIRST TRIAL of WILLIAM HONE, l>eforc Mr. JUSTICE ABBOTT, 
for publishing a Parody, called WILKES'S POLITICAL CATLCHISAL 

In tiK Preu^Prke One ^hilUng, 
THE THIRD TRIAL of WILLIAM HONE, on a third Ex-Qffic'o Informa- 
tion, for pablishing the SINECURI^XS' CRfiED, being a Parody on At 
jitkoHOiian CreteU 
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and who wattzed with him — and where. A Poetical Ffigbt, with Notes Variorum^ By 
SYNTAX SIDROPUEL. F.S.A. ('* The Botes are abttBdaatly curious and ivhimsical.) U.GO. 

LINES ON THE DEATH OF . An Ewraordinary Poem,, ascribed to a 

Personage of the aighrst poetical talent 6d. • '•; 

THE MINISTER AND THE MAYOR; or St. Peter rem* St. Paul. APoem. 
3y the Author of The Regent's Bomh Uncovered.-^** I protest, in flie name of the Abhey- 
Caardi of St. Pet«p, Wettinlnster« agaiB<;t such a proceeding heins: drawn- into preredenf ** If. 

ALL LORD BYRON'S POEMS, ON HIS DOMESTIC CIRCUMSTANCES,. 
&c. •' Fare thee Well,"— '*• A Sketch ft-om Private Life," &c. in all Nine Poems; concl ad in'ip 
iHth a Poem of 112 lines by his Lordship in no other Collection, Twentt-Third Edition. Is.. 

♦♦♦ Country Ordus ehottid expressly be given for •• HONE'S Genuine Edition of all Lord 
MurmCe Nem Poens^ Prire )«.** — yill others are spurious, and incomplete copies from thio, 

A SKETCH FROM PUBLIC LIFE, with " Weep not for ii.e r &c. 1%. 

POETICAL ADDRESS TO LORD BYRON, by Mrs. HEN. ROLLS. 6d, 

AN ELABORATE INVESTIGATION into the Case of ELIZABETH FEN- 
NINO; the Extraordinary Facts discovered since her Execution; the Official Report of he* 
ftiogular Trial, With copious Notes; Strictures on the Prosecutor's Apothecary, ^c. Ac. fife 
JOHN WATKINS, LL. D. And SO Original Letters written by her whilst in Prison. 65. 6dL 

ColaureO Car(catttre£l, ^y Mr.o. cruikshank. 

THE ROYAL SHAMBLES; or the PrpKress of Legitimacy, and Re-estabhsb- 
inenf of Religion and Social Order. A New and £laboraie Grajiid Procesiooal Caricature, 
M a Plate Scinches wide, handsomely coloured. THREE SHILLINGS. 

BAGS NODLE'S FEAST; or tlie Partition and Re-union of TURKEY! A 
Nbw Ballad, founded cm Fact— with ZW lUiistrative CARICATURES. ««.. 

LOUIS XVm. CLIMBINQ THE MAT DE COCAGNE, or St»aped poW^ 
te hfar off the Imperial Crows. This celebrated Caricature^ privately circulated at 9ari», 
oontaUw 15 Distinguished Characters, Views of St. Helena, the Massacres at Nismes, fte. ftu 

FAST COLOURS; or, the Royal Laundress washing Boney's Court Diesses. ic 

CnsrateH Iportraitfif. 

LORD BTRONrr-Ao adnnirable Ukencss, tor the Portfolio, for (raiMing. or t« 
fiiiid ap With any EditioB of Lwd Ryrou^t UtotkB. QN^ 8HILLI^G» 

NAPOLEON AS HE NOW IS-After David. Engraved by Kennerly. . 1«. 

NAPOLEON, a Coloured whole lenmh. With his Decree, abohshing the SiiKve 
Trade— and l^xtracts frooi Speeches ia PiM'liiiin^nt. Dedicated to Mr. WILBERFORCE, 
Sects. 

LAVALBTTE, NEY, anb LABEDOYERB, in one Engraving.— Labkdoveiie 
M he appeared fit tbe moment of his Execution— Net ; the supi>licati«iis of whose f»thful 
Consort for his Life were incessant, though in vain — Lavalette's is a most striking Like- • 
■ess ef him when his heroic wife planned and effected his Escauc, the day before his intf nd«d 
Exfcutftoa, an J remnined in Prison in his stead. EngravedbyH, Ri dooK, from the- scarce 
OfigiBat Engraving, of which this is a facsimile, and which was suppressed at Paris as soon 
as published. Sti. Afewjine Proofs or India Paper, 4s, 

SIR ROBERT WILS^ON, \n the Uaifpnn of a British General, with Itis various 
Orders. Fi'om an Original Miniature. Is. 

MiJ>AME LAV ALETTE, in tb« Dress wherein her Husband escaped, (yd. 

TjatE NUPTIAL PORTRAltS-^PRINCESS CIJ ARLOTTE ANJU PJ.INCE 
LBOTOLD. ipArne4 at Garkoo Hojiue. May 2, 18I6» hiM?iMS«^l Jwsycdb ^^ Wmt, 
AwuS'OHgidalBirawiUr^^ permissioii. ^•v^TL'SP'i%S^-^?% ^' 

^jnBpttAir WOgMg,' mrrETTED alive iv. ikoir,id a f^in^fi^mr U. 



LBbTH FfiNNTNCiisiekched fVom tht Lif^^ and cbrrectfCfk^^ia^ur^' 

i9km before she lived in Mr. TuiwrEB*s FamUy* and by her Corpse dfter her sFeconoa. iu 



SUBSCRIPTION FOR MR. HONE. 



At a MEETING of tlie. FRLENOS of the LIBERTY of the PRESSf 
hnd TRIAL by JULIY^ h«)d at the City of London; JTayerii, (Mi Moii- 
day, December 29, 1817, 

Mr. WAITHMAN in ilic Chair, 
ItcfloW(*(l unanimously, 

I. Tiint the Liberty fif the Pres^ is one of the dearest rif^ts and proudest dif- 
linciions of Kn^liKhineu, and is inseparably connected ivith, and wnully depeu* 
dent on the purity of the Trial by Jury. 

8. That the ioestimable importance of the sacred aDi|: constUrtil»nal right of 
Trial by Jury h'ais never been more demonstratively proved thnuby the recent pro*- 
tecutions and honourable acqurttals of Mr. William Hone. ' 

S. That Parodies on Scripture havinor been written and published by Martiji 
Luther, the Father of the Reformation, by Dignituries of the Ghurrh, and by uih'ec 
eminent and learned personages down to the present time, we-iire pt-rsuaded that 
the exception taken to the parodies of Mr. Hone by the present Ministers of the 
Crown was to answer political purposes against the Liberty of the j'rcss. 

4. That a hypocritical prostifntion or Religion j and a pretended zeal for \t^ 
defence, when 4iseil by corrupt Statesmen as a mHiik for political persecution, 
most Of er be held by all sincere Christians as the worst profanation of its socredl 
Mime. 

5. That it is evident, from the manner in which those prosecutions were com* 
menced and conducted, that the real object of Ministers was not to protect 
Relif^ion, but to crush an apparently defcnceleis Individual who bad exposed their 
pr>litical delinquencies, to stifle public discussion, to destroy the Liberty of tbe 
Press, and to uphold extbting abuse. 

6. That the extensive knowledge, the varied .talents, the manly intrepidity, 
the energy of mind, and the unshaken perseverance, which enabled* Mr. Vvilliam 
JIbnc so dauntlessly to resist the reiteratcil assaults of Ministerial persecntiony 
entitle him to the gratitude and support of every friend to constitutionil freedom, 

7. That a svbseriptioa be now opened, and tbat the money which may bS 
sobsicribed be placed in the hands of a Committee, to be used in such wny ar 
shall appear to them best calculated to promote the permanent welfare of 'Air. 
Hone aim hts family. 

8. That tiie following Gentlemen be of the Committee-^Aldermon Geodbe-^ 
here. Alderman Thorp, Robert Waithman, Joseph Xlurcombe, AVilliara Sturch, 
Samuel Brooks, William Willjams^ Williani Tcasdale. 

9. That Robert Waithman, Esq. be the Treasurer. 

10. That the Thanks of this Meeting are due to Sir Francis Burdett, Bart, for his 
spontaneous olfersof co-operation with the Gentlemen originating^ the Subdcription, 
in strict conformity with a life of pure patriotism and love of country. 

II. That the Thanks of this Meeting are hereby cordially given to Mr. Charies 
Pearson, for -bis manly and successful struggle in correctinug^ the corrupt system t>f 
packing Jhuriet: which bas contributed so essentially toward the preseat triumph; 
and especially lor the gratuitous advice and assistance given to Mr. Hone throughout* 
the whole of the prosecutions, affording a rare ex.'implc to his profession of zeal*, 
independence, and disinterestedness. 

hi. That the Thanks of this Meeting be given to Lord Cochrane, for his zealous 
endeavours on the present occasion. 

ROBERT WAlTHMAN, Cliainnan. 
13. That the Thanks of this Meeting be given to Mr. Waithman, for his con- 
. duct in the Chair, and for his exertions upon all occasions to support tlie cant* 
of liberty. 

W. STURCH. 
Subscriptions will be received by Robert Waithman, the Treasurer. Bridge^trect, 
Blackn-iars; Alderman Thorp, Aldgate High-street; Robert Carter, JVlinoriest 
Joseph Hurcombe^ St. Paul's Church-yard | Samue.1 Brooks, Strand ; and Alexaii^ 
der Galloway, High Hoi born. 

\^ The Prppfietart of several Independent COUNTRY NEfFS- 
PAPERS, considering thai ihe Liberty qf the Public Press hat 
been essentially promoted by Mr. Hone's exertions, have most hand* 
somefy opened Books for Subscriptions at their respective Offices, and 
voluntarily in their Journals promoted ihe object which the Committer 
have in view. Sums so subscriUed, as well as those procured by the 
apontaneous kindness of other individuals in ihe country, who are d§m. 
HrouM qf contributing by their exertions to the futnre welfare <f Afr« 
Hone and ki$ Femify, fnay be transmitted, « f(ften ae c^nventeni, to Mr. 
WAiTHMAir, thifreatwrer or to either // (Jr W*«f Oenikmim mUhmMid 

. Hmi^figbfiwtfiwmw London. 
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to THE READER. 

This account of my third Trial has been clelayei 
because I have been so tnucH occniiied by very nnmerdtti 
calls of gentlemen from all parts of the country^ that I 
cotild iiotsii down for a single hour, without interrup-^ 
tioh, to arrange it for the press. 

I take this opportunity of stating, that I have received, 
by the post and otherwise, various marks of attention^ 
whidi, from want of time, I have beea unable to 
acknowledge* I hope that as this is the real grouiul of 
my silence, I may tor the present be pardoned. Aa 
sooti ^po«»ibl6 I Will write to all individually, who 
kindly iK^ce the result^ of my late Trials. 

being suggested that to this account of the Trmb 
should be added the proceedings of the Meeting at the 
City of London Tavern, in my behalf, I haye thought 
fit to print a Report of the Speeches at that Meeting, 
with aLiit of the Subscribers annei|ed« 

W. HONE. 



nONE'S REFORMISTS^ REGISTER } 



This Work^ writterf, condlctfed, rfnA fm>Ms!y[ *r€ckly by WillUM 
Hone, and concluded just before his^ prosecutions were revived, contairis 
mucb information, connected with the history and spirit of the times, to 
be found nowhere else. It has all the proceedings in his ease before his 
three Trials -, and forms ft l^argc 8vo. volume, price Eight $hill^gs> in 
boards. There are only 250-copics rex;na^uing. 

NOTE. 

%* The Proceedings against »W!LLtAut Utmtii before kis Trial, 
being the particulars of his Arrest ; his refusal to Plead in the Court of 
King's Bench ; Commitment to Prison 5 his Motion in Court to be dis- 
charged, which was refused ; his' being brought up,, and^ compelled to 
• plead J and his final discharge from the custody of the Marshal are ex- 
tracted fi-om the Refonnists' Register, and may be had separate, to bind 
np wit'b these Trials, price Ten-pence* ; • - •: 



^' M fiY JtW, AND LIBERTY OF THE 

^-^•■:.- '. • -PRESS; .. : " .: . . :,: ,- 

iw$t Published in 8vo. price Sixpence,. to bi^d up with the three TrUla 

of WlLLIAk tlONfe, '■ ." 

C-ifPbePJlOGEEDINGS at the PUBLIC. MB KTINGi I>ec, 2$, m7^ 

at the City of Londoa Taverp, for the purpose of enabling WILLIAM 
Hone to surihount the difficulties in which he has* becin ' placiEsd tif 
being selected by the Ministers of the Crown as the object of their JPro- 
^ib^ibh v'Mt. WAit^HiOLN in the Chair;: with the Resolutions akid the 
SpEECHJES of Mr. Waithman, Sir F. Burdett, Alderman Thorp, 
jif. PifiBRY, Mr. P! Walker, I^ord Cochbant:, Mr. Char&es Pbar<4 
.«0N, Mr,STUBCH,andMr.WooLER. Also, the SUBSCRIPTIONS 
liDceived from time to time, with all the Names^ Mottoes^ Sec, 



THE THREE TRIALS OF WILLIAM HONEV 

TRtlv tl^e Proceedings at the Public Meeting, may now be had in ot^ 
. Yolome^ complete, price Four Shillings, m txUf^bo^xif* , ^^ > 



TKIRIX TRIAL. 



THE mNa a^nmt WILLIAM JHONE, . 

on: AN BX-OFFtCIO iNFOKMAriON, FOR POBLISHING A PAROb* 
ON q'HE iTHANAglAN CREED, 

BBfTITLEDy 

— THE SINECURlsrs CREEK^ 



At Gmldhall^ London^ onS<ifj»rd(iih December 20, 1817* qt. % 
London Sittings after Michaelmas Term* 



BEFORE LORD ELLENBOROUGH AND A SPfiClALJJW^ 



On the night of Friday, the 19th of Decemhcr, I^|7, imm^mt^ 
after the verthct of Not Gnilty on the trial d? tlie 80ciond (tMMatioh 
agftjiiist Mr. Hoae^ for the Parody on the Litany, it was settle^ hy thtf 
Lord Chief Justice and the Attorney-General, that the trial of the third 
iufbrination, for the parody on the Athanasion Creed, should cOoltiieii^ 
the next mornings yet it was believed on ^ hands, that the third m» 
formation would not be then brought on ^ and, indeed, it was generally 
supposes it Would be abandoned altogether. The mosi obrnTil rea|bn8* 
yeie, th«^t,*s two verdicts had been giv^n for Mr. Hone, by tjw^o difer- 
^nyt ^uri^, th^ ]^inistei> of the Crown could with no good grace juthi^ 
upon^lus'trial a third time; and further, that fatigUM ay'lii^Wd'bcfeii, 
by f4ag' previous anxiety, and the e|:ertions of two successin^ days^MC^ 
^b &rst of which hi^ spoke near six hours, and on the secovdrnc^sev^ 
h(jm;^-rit,>vpuld be indeqent to bring lli^l into Couift a.4ur)d;^^ 
wlthoi^t the lapse of a single day, and calculate upon the pftVjdus^ex- 
h^iistfott of lus bodily strength for that success which 1:hey'd6uld liife 
hotie far while he retained it. . : ' . i 

However, it bci^g understood on the following moming, Satur^t^ 
December 20th, that the third information would really 1^ tried, the 
avenues of the Court were crowded at au earlier hour than on the two 
former days, and public curiosity was at its height. The Sheriflfe, 
City^|arsi]als,:^^an ittcresBed body of peace-officers, w«rc inratleiad- 
ance. At a quarter past nine the Attorney General appeared ifftbftrt, 
5tad'J>boi4|i.jbe.i9ame. lime the youth (Ml". Hone's brother) brought^ jp^^a 
larger quantity of ))ooks than before, which he piacied m drdfef 6h the 
table of tScCoiftt.'' -'Mr. Hone himself did not itrive t111'4»filf an hour 
afterwards. He appeared exceedingly ill and ej^hausted. 

At a quarter before ten o clopk^ Lord Eilenborongb bcinr seated on 

B 
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the bench, Mr. Law stated that the prosecution was the King against 
Hone, on an ex-ifficw ittforpiation; and proceeded to call over the 
names of the Jury. Though the Court was crowded to excess, the 
mos^ profound silence prevailed. 

- Only seven Special Jurymen attending, the Attorxey-Genebal 
prayed a tales, . 

The Attorney-General challenged William Green, one of the 
t^e&men who served on the Jury the day before. 

Mr. Hone immediately rose., evidently labouring under great indis*- 
position, and begged that he might be allowed time to recollect himself- 
A moment after, he said he objected to that peremptory challenge of a 
common juror, and required the cause, of it. 

The Attorney-Genrral observed, that the Crown had a right to 
challenge, without assigning any cause, until the panel was gone 
through. If there did not then appear to be a sufficient number to form 
a Jury, he should, if called upon, state his reasons for challenging any 
individuals. 

Lord Ellenborough said,, the Defendant might in that case call 
upon the Attorney-General, but not before — that he believed was the 
rale of law. 

Mr. Hone was at this time sitting down, and appeared extremely 
agitated. 

Lord Ejllenborough. — 1 believe, Mr. Hone, you have not heard the 
obsei-vation of the Attorney-General. 

Mr. Hone replied, that he did not distinctly hear it. 
/ . His Lordship repeated the words, and assured the Defendant that he 
.should have the benefit of any legal objection that appeared material to 
-tis drfence, 

Mr. Hone. — I am thankful to your Lordship. 

The Attorney-General challenged J. Mattiiews, merchant. . 

Mr. HoNf: agajr^ rose to object to the challenge. 

Lord Ellenborough repeated the assurance he had made, and the 
Defendant sat down evidently seriously indisposed— he was much eon- 
yulsed. 

; A gentleman at the bar, who sat near the Attorney-General, having 
made some remai'k upon the appearance of Mr. Hone, — 

The Attorney-General addressed his Lordship. Wliat he had to 
state, he said, did not arise from a wish on his part to postpone the 
proceedings of the Court -, it arose from a very different source. Mr. 
Hone appeared to be very unwell ; and it had been just suggested, that 
ft delay of the proceedings might be necessary, in consideration of his 
probable inadequacy to enter upon bis defence with the full command 
of those energies which he possessed in a very considerable degree. 
This was a ground of postponement that could by no means be contro- 
verted. 

Mn Hone. — I make no request, my Lord 

The Attorney-General. — The Defendant certainly appeared un- 
able to make any great physical exertion 5 and as it was necessary for 
him to have a fuU control upon so serious an occasion, the postpone- 
ijdent might be desirable. 
.^ Mr. HpNJS said, he was thankful for the offer of indulgence.. .. He 



RrcfiARD Lewis. 
AlI'Red Coles. 
James Pearcc. 

FrtPDRRlCK Sansuu. ^ 

Anthony King Newman^; 



: ur 



ecrlainly felt much agitation, but it Was not agitatioti of mind. He 
was merely exhausted from the effort of^ the day befbre. In a littk 
time, he hoped to be so far recovered as to be able to enter upon hii 
defence. 

Lord Ellexborougii.— Mr. Hone, you will now make a prndent 
and discreet election 5 for if the trial begin, 1 shall not be able to put 11 
stop to it. 

Mr. Hone.— My Lord, 1 make my election to proceed ndw, if ydtir 
Lordship pleases. 

The following most respectable gentlemen were then swom :-*^ ' . r 

THE JURY. . ; '• -i 

George Morewooo, Pancras Lane. 
George Elwall, 'Love Lane. 
Robert Edgar, Feiiciiureh Street. 
Daniel £ckrn8T£In, Ci>lleg:e Hill. 
James Barry, Cateaton Street. 
Jame.s Brockbank, Kucklersbury. .Talesfttem 

William Clerk, Philpot Lane. 

Merchants, 

Lord Ellenborough. — The Jury is now formed; and, lest yoil 
may suppose that you can object to them hereafter, I must state, that 
you will not have such an opportunity. If you have any objectiop^ 
advance it now— there will no£ be an opportunity at" a future time. 
Should you have any objection to the Attorney-Genei*al*s challenge, yoa 
must rely on it now. 

Mr. Hone.- -I thought there' would be a fatiire time to discuss it. . 

Lord Ellenborough. — There will not. I rather think you wjH 
find nothing in the challenge to excite suspicion 3 but don't be advised 
by me. 

Mr. Hone. — The Jury are all strangers to me, I have no doubt 
that they are respectable arid conscientious men, and 1 wave the objec- 
tion altogether. 

Mr. Shepherd then opened the pleadings. This was an information 
filed by the Attorney-General against the Defeujdant, for publishing au 
irreligious and profane libel on that part of the Divine Service of the 
Church of England, denominated Tlie Creed of St. Athanamcs, vnth 
intent to scandalize and bring into contempt the said Creed. , 

The Attorney-General now commenced his address to the Jury* 
observing, that the information which he bad thought it a part of his 
official duty to file against this Defendant, charged him with the pub- 
lication of a profane libel on that part of the service of the Cburch of 
England which was called the Creed of St. Athanasius. The tendency; 
if not the object, of such a libel, appeared to him to be to excite im- 
piety arid irreligion in the minds of those who might read it, andr^to 
oring into ridicule and contempt the mode of celebrating Divine wor- 
ship in this country. That Christianity was a part of the law of Eng- 
land, Was a proposition which no man could deny 5 for it had been so 
heldfroni the earliest periods of our history. At the Reformation, and 
by Several subsequent Acts in the reigns of Edward V^L and pf Eliza- 
beth, the form of the national religion was established. But after Wt 
fest#ration of Charies IL the Act of Uniformity^ aa it was called, ww 
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'passed, and provided that form of pnbKc .prayer which ww inserted in 

• ihe CkMDxnon Prayer Book j' and ordaiined to be* kept iu all parts of the 
<96antryi as & record to he produced, if necessary, in Courts of Justice. 

Whatever relaxation from penalties imposed by this statute might have 
'taken place since that time, the Act, in other respects, remaineduu'' 
touched, the established form of prayer was left sacred, and was to be 
defended against all who sdught to bring it into contempt. Whatever 

• differences of opinion might prevail on the doctrinal points of the Atha* 
liasiao Creed, amongst different religious sects, if was a part of the 
chureh- service, as established by law in J^ngland. And although th« 
law did not forbid the decent discussion of the theological subjects to 
which it referred, it ought not to allow it to be scoffed at, or treated with 
general ridicule. It was for the Jury to decide whether this was not 
the true character of the publication recited on the record, and whether 
this did not amottnt to the offence of libel. There cquid, be appre- 
hended, be no doubt with regard to th6 tendency of the work : but it 

•4Hight:be i^rged in the course of the defence, that such was not the 
object x>f the author in publishing it. But he must take leave to say, 
that if a man advisedly did a wrong act, he was answerable for its na- 

/tuVal consequences, bctause it was his duty to reflect upon its tendency 

•fcnd *riature bfefbre he committed it. Now, writiijg and publishing 
were plainly acts of deliberation, in excuse of vihich, if they were 
wicked or unjustifiable, it was impossible to allege a momentary im- 
•^lilse.w the infirmity of human nature. He was astonished, indeed, 
that such a pretence should be employed, as that the Defendant was 
unconscious of the' tendency of the writing in question. From the 

^^piimber of books which he saw on the table, it might be attempted to 

•show, that similar works' had been circulated • by other persons. But 
jvboeter they were, or whatever their merits in other respects,, he had 

' iio'he^tatibn'td say, that they had befen guilty of the same offence, and 
that such instances could, therefore, constitute no justification of the 
Defendant's conduct. The libel in question must be judged upon its 

'intrinsic contents alone, and not by the authority of parodiea e^ally 
•^offensrite,' The Attorney-General then read several passages from the 

'.paper he held in his hand, which was entitled " The Sinecufist's 

• fJreed'/* ahd pix>ceeded to show that those passages were a parody Upon 

» r many parts of St. Athanasius's Creed, by reading the qorreaponding 

paragraphs. The injuiy likely to arise from the dissemination of this 

ayvful system of impiety would be, the Attorney-General observed, 

;^'fk.rfitii\ktif great in the case of those who were not enlijghtened by 
education^, and who were therefore easily initiated into bod) piio^iples 
by publications of that kind. But that^was' not the only class that 

■ would suffer. When children were brought up in the principles of 

^ ''Cfctistifeniry, the best expectations might be enteVtained ffcrti their 

mature years j but if they were not protected from these inix)ads, tlie 

great bond that linked taan to man would be shaken, and th.eie ;was^ no 

^ ^ vTce that did not afford a »peedy promise of becoming greater and more 

' li'ncoptrotlable. The man whos^. acts led to thib unfortunate event 
Tnpstbe responsible. His fault a^e not ; from oversight or thoughts 

' l^s'n^s;, but itom A cool Artibw»tio«, It would be for tii€.. J«i:y to wy 





whciAier Ihe Defenduit^s ..publicatipn was calculated to .have tbe ira- 
preesiou he described. 

Mr.SvvANSEA, clerk id the OfEce of the Solicitor to tbe Treasmy, 
proved l^at he purchased the pamphlet on the l7th Febniai^, ai Mr. 
Ilone's late shop in Fleet-street, &c. 

Lord Ei«Lfi9(BORou6H.-«-Perhaps it may not be thought neeestiii^ bf 
the Defendant^ that St. Athanaslus*s Creed should be read. 

Mr< HoxB i^isked it to be read^ that he juight have the more lime to 
prepare his defence. 

Lord'£LlJs|9B0RouaH.<"— I had better give you time expressly tihan 
take up the time of the Court unnecessarily. The Creed shall>'hi9w- 
ever, be read, if it is your wish. * 

'Mr.- Law vead St. <AU)aaasiiia*s Creed 3 after which he read the pub* 
lication charged as a libel. 

"T^B SmeCURISTS CREED, orBELfEP; as used throufboitt tt^^KUigjoni. 
Quicunque vult. By Authority. Prom Uone*s Wt^ekly Commentary, No, 11. 
London : Printed for one of the Candidates for the Oifice of Printer to: the 
King^tMoftt E3M:cUttiit J^iyoty, and Sold by Wiluam Uonb^ 55, FleeUStfeet, 
and 67> OU Bailey, three Doors from. Ludf^ate-hil). 1817. PrimTwQ«peac/e. 

THE CREED OR BELIEF. ^ 

f Upttn all suitabU eccasions may he sung^ or said tM following COIfFJB^SfQSf 
'*^^upattmdingt wndunccmertd* 
Quicunque tmU, 
WHOSOEVER will ba a Sinecurist : before aU things it is neeimary t^at Jie- 
. hold a plac« of profict. .... * 

Which place ei(cept every Sioeeurist do receive the salary for, and llo no s^lrvi|« : 
vitbout doubt it is no Sinecure. 

And^a Sinecurist's jduty is this .: that he divido with the Miaittiy and b»,with 
tbe Ministry in a Majority. 

Neither confounding the Persons t nor dividing with the Opp^sitiofu 
For there is One Ministry of Old Bags, another of Derry Dovitn Trijuogle \f. i^d 
• another of 'the Ooetor. 

But the Ministry of Old Bags, of Derry 0owQ triangle, and of the Doctor* is 
. aiJ one i .the.foUy equal, the pt^ifusion coetemal. 

Such as Old l^gs is, such is Derry Down Triangle : and sarh i< the D^tor. 
Old Bags 4. Mountebank, Derry Down Tiiangle a Mountebank :r the, Doctor a 
Alouritebank.' 

Old Bags iqcomprehensible, Derry Down Triangle incomprehensible : tixi D^e-. 
tor ifteoroprehensible. - 
(Old ,Bags. a Humbug, Derry Down Triangle a Upmbug : an4 the Xkittoi; a 
Humbug, 
- And yet they are not three Humbugs :> but one Hwnbug. 
As also they are nut three inoompretiensiblies, nor .three Afouoteh^l&s.; Jbiiit one 
; MoiiutebMik, and oncj incuiai|>ffehen$ible. 

^ likewise Old Bags^ i»t AUi-twattle,t Derry Down Triangle All-twattle : 4md 
•the Doctor AlUTwattle. 

And yet thjey are^ not tbieeiAU'rtwat ties : but one All-twattle. 
"So Old Bags is a Quacks "Derry Down Tnanglc is a$^ck : . ao4 the^Doqtpr is a 
guack. 
' ' And yet they are fiot'tkree Quacks ; but one, Quack. 

■ •-- : -.^ : . 1 . . ,. . . . iM-j 

* Trianfffe, s, a thing' having threo sides s the mfeaiiest and most tinkling; of all 
' i6i\ui'utttlvisti^iMnts; miiicbinery-used in military i«rftir0.-— LMcTMNAar. ' 

t All'twaMei TwafOfi nn*l^ jptate^ |;abl^, chatter, ulk \^y^^Zmp%"^ 

PlfTlONAKY, 



id 



*i5o likewise Old BagsJs a Fool, D^rry T>own Triang^le is a foal' • artif tlie Doctor 
18 a Pool. 

: 'And yet not three Fools k but one Fool. 

.-..For like as>%»e are compeUed bff real verity : to acknowU^dge every Minister bf 
faimself to be Quack and Fool ; 

^ So are wt^ forbidden by state etiquette : to say there be thrffe Quaclcs, or three 
l^ools. ' 

Derry Down Triangle is made of none : neither born nor begotten. 

Old Bkgs is' of himself ^aiooe : a Lawyer bred^. a Ixirdl ereated^ by his Father 
l»esolten. 

The Doctor is of Qlcj Bags, and of Derry Down Trianc;le : neither made, nor 
created, nor begotten, but proceeding. 

. So there is bne'Old Bags, not three Old Bags : one Derry Down Triangle, not 
three Triangles : one Doctor, not three Doctors. ^" • 

"And in this ministry none is afore or aftbr the 6ther : none b greater or lest 
than another. :.. " 

But the \yhole three Ministers are co-Charlatans together, and co-Trijcksters. 

So that, in all things, as is aforesaid : the Majority with the Ministry, and the 
Ministry in the Mnjority, is to be worshipped. 
•* He thereforethat will be a Sinecurist, must thus think of the Ministry. 

Furthermore it is necessary to his Sinecure's preservation : that he aUo l)eUev« 
rightly the- mystification of Derry Down Triangle. 

For the Sinecu list's right faith is, that he believe and confess : that Derry 
Down Triangle, the queue of the Ministry of the great man now no more, is now 
both Minister and Manager. 

Minister, first selling the substance of his own country to this : Manager scat- 
tering the substance of this over all the world ; 

. Perfect Knave aiid perfect Fool : of unsparing despotic views— on overstrained 
ta)iation subsisting ; : .. . , 

Equal to Old Bags as touching prave Trickery : and inferior to the Doctor at 
touching his Mummery. 

Who although he be Knave and Fool, yet he ifruot two, i>ot one ^Minister ; • 
' 'One'; not -by a conversion of the Charratan Into the Minister; but bj^stiooting 
a more showy Juggler, who wanted, and still wants, to he a Minister. • i • 

Qne,altogether; squandering in profusion our substance: by votes* of corrupt 
Majorities. 

For as by power of Dupery, and our Money, he makes whom fee willliis. own ; sot 
bj* Intrigue and Cajolery, heis Minister:-^ 

Who to talk for our Salvation; descended td kiss the Netfaermest End of TaHy* 
hig;h>ho ; and rose again as a giant refreshed ; 

He ascended into a higher place, be sitteth at the right hind of the Chair; from 
whence he shall hear how those who being starved,—* by the Visitation of <5od/— 
bc^c^eDead. 

At whose nodding all Sinecurists shall rise again, and again ; and with thf^ir 
Vbices cry Aye ! Aye ! and the L&ureate in token of Joy, shall mournfully chaunt 
the most doleful Lay in his Works. : . . . - 

And they .that have said Aye! Aye! shall go into place everlasting ;' and they^ 
that hav^ said No ! shall go into everlas^.ing Minorities. 

And Coleridge shall have a Jew's Harp, and a Rabbinical Talmud, vand* a 
Roinan Missal : and Wordsworth shall have a Psalter, and a Primer, and a Read- ' 
ingEnsy: and unto South ey's Sack>but shall be duly added: and with HaVp, 
Sack'but, and Psaltery, they shall make merry, and -discover tbemieives bisifore 
Perry Down Triangle, and Hum his roost gracious Master^- whose Kingdom ihalt: 
have no end. 

This is the Sineeurisfs duty, from doing more than which, except he abstain 
latthfully, he cannot be a iSinecurist. 

^ Glory be to old Bags, and to Derry Down Triangle, and to the Doctor. 

As it was in the fiegiuniug, is now, and ever shall be/if sttch tJtmgtbef without 
end. jimcn, 

\Hereend9ihi1i€ (hteiwB^Utf.'i 
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During tlie Attoi*ney-General*s openings^ aud whilst tke Crce4 and i^ 
alleged libel were being read, Mr. Hone was occasionally occupied iu 
making notes^ but he seemed weak^ and not collected in his mind. He 
was engaged in writing when Mr. Law concluded the reading of the 
Sinecurist's Creed. 

Mr. HoNB rose and stated, that he was not quite prepared 5 he 
craved the indulgence of the Court for a short time, whilst he arrau^ged 
the few thoughts he had been committing to paper 3 his mind had not 
been quite cool ; he should be ready in five minutes, at farthest y he 
would certainly not detain the Court longer than that. 

Lord Ellenborough.— The Attorney-General warned you, and ad- 
monished you, in the situation you were placed as to healths I offered 
you the Indulgence of postponing the trial, but we really cannot, have 
delay interposed from time to time in the coarse of the trial. If yoa 
shall wish even now to have it postponed, I venture to predict that 
you will be suffered to request a delay of the trial 5 but it must be a 
request,.and unless you make it, the trial must go on. Do you make 
such request? 

Mr. Hone (in a determined tone, and with an expression of countenance 
which did not indicate much respect for his Lordship personalhjj . — No ! 
I make no such request ! (His powers seetned renovated by the refusal of 
the Court to give him time, and pausing a few seconds, he said) My Lord 
and Gentlemen of the Jury "(turning from the Jury to Lord Ellenborough, 
he exclaimed with earnest vehemencej, my Lord, I am very glad to see 
your Lordship here to day ; (with increased vehemencej I say, my Lord, 
I am very glad to see your Lordship here to day, because 1 feel I sus^ 
tained an injury from your Lordship yesterday--.an injury which I did 
not expect to sustain. I do not know ho^v very well to measure mv 
words, and yet I know I should do so in any thing 1 have to remark 
upon your Lordship's conduct ; but if the proceedings of a solemn 
trifti, like that of yesterday, and this to day, are to be interrupted — and 
1 say that, because I think the charge your Lordship gavA — — — 

Lord Ellenborough. — I cannot hear any observations in that way 
now, on what passed yesterday. You may make common and ordi- 
nary observations, but 1 cannot sit here to be attacked. 

Mr. HoNB (pausing, and looking sis^nificantly cct Lord Ellenborough) 
I will not attack your Lordship. 

Mr. Hone. — Gentlemen of the Jury, I will not. say what his Lord- 
ship did on the trial last night -, but if his Lordship should think pro- 
per, on this trial to day, to deliver his opinion, I hope that opinion 
will be coolly and dispassionately expressed by his Lordship. J 
say, if his Lordship should think proper to give an opinion, because 
notwithstanding what has been stated, his Lordship is 7iot bound 
to give an opinion ^ I repeat, gentlemen {most vehemently), by Mr. 
Fox*8 Libel Bill, the Judge is not bound to give an opinion :. the Act 
does not make it imperative, but leaves it discretionary with the Judge 
whether he shall give his ©pinion or not. it is true, there may be 
Acts of Parliament or difficulties of law, the explanation of which re- 
quires the opinipn and the ; intervention of the Judge ; but such is not 
the case upon the occasion to which 1 allude. I will not relate 
what passed upon say last ' trial, but I will suppose the ease of a 



%Wireik\»B, manner calculated' ratboctQ cause confasbR' in : luJifxiDkHb* 
tlUMi to dear up tlie ciilfioutty*: andilwiU ask^ wbother sack rodgM 
titriie tSfefr conduct of- a peraoapvesidin^ in a Court of Jn9ttQC>> iAmAe^i 
af Parliament should be so ckar> that he who runs may- read ^ andrtfaiik 
ir« that he who Tend itniay'^irnderstand: its meaning, without tbe iii^^r 
tenrentiortF of' af Judge ; and I take this Act to bo so.. But neyerthelette^. 
if legai opinion be desired; there is the exposition of tbci VineriaB^o*.' 
fiessor of Law'Upon it, Mr; Ghrisdan— «-no moan authority $ iorilhis 
gentleman is. distinguished for his learning and legal kouMKrkilge, aiid; 
i« himself' ar Judge, bdng €biof Ju&tioerof lily.. Tliat learned poraon^ : 
observing OB Mr. Box's £fibel Bill, inhtt«otes on: Biacbstone a iQaoiH 
n^ittax'iei (B. 4; p. Idl/Ed. 1796) says, '< That statute ppovidef ihi^^ 
**^ the Judge niay give his opinion to< the Jury respecting! the matter ia. 

*' isame-," d(^ shall : ji. . •« 

' Iiord BLLBscBoaovGu. — You are mistating the statute. . m • i ••.•.: 
r'Mri *HoNb (u>i^d)— ^I beg your liOKdsbip s p9LTdMk.{teltemaUliik)^ ydm 
ai:e interrupting me, my Lord. I was not quoting the statute; l wait 
reading, as the gentlemen of the Jury kiioiv, to whom I am rnddseaaiBg.- 
mytelif, the Exposition of Processor Christian upon the.woeds o f "mi :?^> 
'. Lord &LSNBOROUoa — The words in the statute afe '^^haJlar alay^ 
give his apinion.'* . i . f» .o*. 

: Mr. HoifB— I shall read the statute presently^ - d -m^r^ 

^ Lord Ei.B!«»0Boi70fi — Well, go on. ■ ..^i^ t/.>' 

r Mr. HoTiB {earnestly and slotvltfy-^-My Lord; I think k neeessHary Tto 
make 8 stand here. I cannot say what your Lordship Bxay oonsidis* 
to be neceisary interruption, but your Lordship interrupted mci a g}-eait' 
many trmes yesterday, and th«n said you would intecrupt: mQHtivece^^ 
ai)d^ yet your Lordship <lid interrupt me afterwards ten timesi asjoui^ at 
ytm b^d'dione before you said you would iutemiptrme nO' miorc. .t9[ 
leei it proper to make this observation upon this interruption. Genthr^j 
nen, it »' you who sat trying me 4o day. His Loodship is n* jadgse 
W'nte: Yoiiaretnjr judges, and 2^oti onij^ are my judges., iiifiiiord^i 
ship fits there to reeeive your verdict. He doesnot eiBenalt thofBaori 
rejndate the trial^^-fot tlie lavy has already regulated it« > He-sita ;t^ieiie> 
cmyasthe adminisCrator of that law-*— to take carethptr nothkigfTtaj 
tie regulation of the law prejudice the Pposecutor^ or tl>^ Qefepdawl^j 
liMpe that unloBs 1 transgress the law I shall not be again idtenf^pted- 
to'diiyi-vbllt ?f I ^, r crave interruption, * for it wilLbeixeacssal^u'^:!'- 
hiSfpelSDr tm^ netcsiary inteiTUption, but then it tiMSthtitatix&msf^W' 
terftipt^^ ■ li I transgress the law, \ shall ^o it unwittiUg^J - 1 ;trtte<' 
tbM I sKaH not be allowed* to do it, and then Uke spoor fly in^ea«^' 
of^a l^id«r,'be pounded upon and crushed ! ■ : . > T'^.c \ m; • k- 

*2Mr. Hoi^EyresuiiiinghisarguB^ent, G6ntendedtbatby:MaFox*fe billi 
tihe jtld^^ vra^'Tto^ bound to give any opinioivon the ^luestioa^/wh^tlMr' 
tN t^iDf Under consideration was libel or not, but that itiwasi^ttkia* ^ 
cV;9ti(rt)ary for him to do so or not^ as be thought pfc^er.i :;fiialj^ibM 
silip teem<;d to tbmk otherwise, and that it was a part of hii dulp^^itto' 
gIVe'tbat ojf^inion. His Lordship Would, therefore, no dou^'^alatt^/ 
that voni^e to<rd^—4ie would not «ay What hie Londlthip did'yesteikiaf/^ 
bnH he- tHifted hit l^^iMnfXo^ mvM give lOs^ t^nion MK^sod^ 



Vteyflhiiaiiptelyy ^wittumt "tmng either eacpres^on or gesture wbich* e<kiit ' 
be^ODfltrued as iBonvejring an entreaiy to. the Jury to think at hk didl^ 
He;hop«d4he Jui^ would not be b^eched into a vmlidt of guilty. -. iik- . 
Wat udw brought to answiir to & third accusation for a similar aliegiMb 
offeiice> by hit Muett^'s Attomey-Qeuend 3 and he came into Cotitl 
wholly, nnpreparedy unlel^ froih 3uch prtepiEumtion As he. might Imvtf 
collected from the probation of his two fbciher. trials; • The Attorney*} 
Geaeral had behaVed towards him most eourteously^ so fair as he waS 
concenied. ; He had experienced this both on. his. trial and prenow 
to it. He had. no. charge to bring against that gentleman. He did 
not know how 'far the Attorney-General aieted in tMs business from 'bit 
own private Jadgimenty or in what degree he was subject to Minittenu* 
He was unaicquainted with the relation in which. he stood ; but hadJic 
received any intimation h'om Ministjsfs to that efieety he beUevediiie 
would not thd^ have proceeded to bring hikn into Court a thitd timej^ 
he should not have been on(^ mote dragged from his? bed to appear 
before a Juty. Before coming into Conrt^ he was so ill that he thought 
he should not have been able to proceed. He had taken lio irefresh<*t 
ment ainbe ^e^terday> except one gUss of wine> and wah so feebla 
last night> uat-he cOuM not get into bed without help^ Heivasan* 
{nrehensive that notwithstanding he had received medical aid, he should 
not have been able to stand up in Court : but^ had he not been able ta 
Walkj he should have ordered himself to be brou^t in his bed, and 
laid upon the table, for the purpose of making that defence, even in a 
6tate of feebieness, which he unexpectedly found himself now able to 
enter. upon l^ih more strength than he had hoped to possess: indeed/ 
his powers were rest<H^ in an extraordinary measure. He should^ 
even under the most helpless debility, have defended himself againii* 
the charge oiF:i culatlog a publication whidi was called' a libel/ but 
which he knew> and- should prove, to be no such thing. He .should^ 
regret much, if in the coarse of his trial any such expression of feeU' 
iag ahould be manifested as occurred yesterday. They who wers^ 
preseiiit ought to command themselves, and remember that he was ott* 
a trial of life, or death* Such was truly the. ease | for, if found> 
gttikf , be knew he should receive sentence for such a term of imprison^; 
meivtiat.to deprive. him of health, and eventually of life. Those wb#^ 
inteenipted yesteiday did what Was wrongs but it waS not the onl^j 
wnmgto be coiklplained of. He had that morning complained to fthe; 
Sherii^then sitting by his Lordship (Dbsarobs) th%t two of his mit^: 
nesserwerd refuted admbsion into Court on the trial: ^esteiday, 4hottg)i< 
they produced their subposniet at the door. That little indulgence < 
might halra been ^granted to those who lived in hit servicei and enter-^ 
iiained some friendship for him, merely because he had not nsed thei4^* 
ilL . It veas attempted to turn the laugh which had been excited yes* 
teaday in Court to. his disadvantage. It was attributed by the Attorneys 
General to an irl^cUgioH$ feeling occasioned by the parodies which Im* 
hadifakblished'i : Tb^ he^ could dot consider Verjf fair ; it had a tendems^ 
tom^kA the Jury .believe that this laugh was one of the irreligio^- 
efiieetajas arising, from the productions he had published ; whereas, if ^ 
was.<^e-^e&c( ^ the ridicuknis aliusions to his; Majesty *4 ridjcuj^tf^r 
Mtmtfteaii without dui Icatt mfereno^ or thoughirfor aja iiula9(:Jretfe«lr 
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iilg the Ath»nati8o Grved. ' Tlie parbdy fbr >hieh ht'\f$i ill ipdMt 
upon trial, b»d been reserved, he bdieved, f or nd olher 'italbiibQt 
beasuse it; was the weakest of tbe three. The Attorney-Gedei^!/ ito 
qoabt^ had selected the parody on the CatechisiA aa the first bB}e<ft of 
accusation, for no other reason but because he looked upon it as thi 
ftirongesjb case $ that on the Litany was the next 3 the last was beyond ' 
eomparison the weakest. It was an old saying, that fckperience made ' 
fools wise. Experience, however, never made ^/^unse. It madi^ 
men of underatanding wiser, but not fools. If there was afty trtlth in th(^ 
pfQverb; he should not then have been a third time in Court, after htihj^ 
twice acquitted upon similar charges. He did not impute folly to the 
Attorney-General. On his part, t^e proceedings arose perhi^ from 'kA 
cxror in judgment y but there were others who, after thci experience of 
the last two day£, were so foolish as to allow hipi to be brought a third 
ti^e to trial, though the chance of being found ^Ity was reduced 
even to Jess than the proportion of 1 to 999. The Attemey-General, 
neither ppon this, nor upon the former trials, had .<j|uoted much by wajP 
of*authority to enforce nis opinion. AH the authority was uppTi his 
(Mr. Hone*s) side. It was contained in the books that lay upon ^'e 
table. He . had. selected many. passages fcom them ^^hich' h<e should 
have occasion to read once more. They all proved that parodteis upoii 
tl^ Scripture Jbad been in frequent use eveh among pious and enlight* 
cnc^ men. The. opinion of oif Matthew Hale had been mentioned 
mad quoted as the highest authority upon the subject of religion as 
ccftmected with die State. He wa9, np doiibt, an hotiest, wise^ upright^ 
and pious Judge^ He could not say he was in error in the particular 
Opinion alluded ^o on a former trial, but he was not infallible, and 
might have been deceived as well as others. That pious and upYigHt 
^dge actually cpndemned to death . some persons for being witchear. 
He might have been a great man, but this was a proof that he Was 
weak at least in one respect. With respect to the a'uthpritics he had 
quoted upon the subject of parody, tbere was a greit difference df 
ppinioa between him and the Attorney-General; He $hbiild» bow€v^t^, 
iqupte them 4gain, and should tell the Jury that Martin Luthef was^a 
parodist as well as William Hone. In thfe tille-rpage of WilkfelS 
Catechism, he bad stated that it was never before published; he aftcfr^ 
Vvards, however, discovered that it had been pnnted and published 
before. This information he had fi-dm a gentlemah of th^ bar' Mr. 
Adolphus, who caiye into his shop to purchase the Cat'echistn, and 
feeing it mentioned in the title-page that if had never befo^ been 
publbhed, informed him that it was printed and published in the li^ 
volume of the Morning Chronicle, remarking at tW same' fSiAt^', that 
the title-page was au imposition. Such was the fact. Wis ^iV. 
Adolphus in Court, he believed that gentlemah would have no h(»nt^* 
tion in admitting it. Truth was always his Icistcriifg prirtciplc,'ns'it 
•hpuld be that of every other man. He defied liby bersqn;<Vilh AtliolSi 
he had thi^j least dealing, to bring a eharge bf falsfenootf SgaiKst fimi. 
JPlth respect to the parody pn Wilkes's Catj^^lijsrnJli^l^^rite'iVIiiflft^lf' 
iippn a inanuscript which h^ b^n put intojki^'hatids by"K ^ehtlei^W, 
whp, told him, at the same tiipe, that it was ^eVfer"'b6forii pubftA^^di 
tbil'giratleiuka-b^abgdr to the pix^iitoiir^ ih€ik\f^^iS4'^^*^ 



reg^V iitt^n^aot upon <^$irch^ and hU-IiOrdship l^eard of him e^ttj 
term he sat. . .Whatever might b^' die cptisequence to himself, no cdb- 
aideiation could Induce, him to disclose the name of the person 'who 
fiuiiished' him wi^jfcbe manuscript o( WUke$*i Catechitm, although ibU 
person hi^d not once, called upon bim^ or in any other way noticed him 
since this prosecution. He was persuaded though, that if he coneeifed 
i% tabe a plasphemous. public^ion, or to have the evil tendency iie<^ 
^«;hed,to it upon the trials the gentleiaan to whom he alluded would 
haye been, the las|^ man, to pUt such a production in a train for cir- 
culation. The Attorney-General, in hisreply pn a previous day, seeflai** 
ed to think that the IMany was not published before. The tmtlu 
however, was, that three weeks previous to his publishing it, it ha4 
heen circulated widely in very populous districts. It was sent to 
him, not by. the authQr,. whom he did not know at the time, hut by 
. anptberp^on. Whose name had been heard by every man in Eng- 
land, Tbe author had calif d on him before the prosecution, and 
#voi^ed it to.b^ his i but it would have been courteous in that person 
tp, visit him in prison, or at least to^ have sent him a line, were it duly 
wUlLa vie^ of cqnscdii^g him in his trouble. It was true he (Qfjr. 
Hone) made some alterations in it. He introduced some additiooil 
syijppUiiatiQnSj the. ", Glory be to Gearg^}* and, the Collect for Mii» 
tei'8^: ^'.Oh,, enlighten qm- darkness.** This last prayer, Lowefer^ hia 
,Uo effect on Ministm ; for otherwise, after beiiig acquitted twice^ bc^ 
.fore, they would have been enlightened to the foUy of putting him 
a^thirdjtime upon trial. . He did not pretend to he well acquainted Wi^ 
^1^ law of ^be] ; but he was far from thinking that all ; truth Was ft 
libel, tbiough there were many things true that shonld not be told oir 
written. Were he, for instance, to give a history of all he knew, tnr 
epnldleacn^ of a certain great personage, from his birth to the presedt 
day, hovjrevier true or scandalo^s it might be^ no person could say t\M 
tbe publication jof it wpjold not be equally scandalous. , Such a pub- 
lication diffisred very much from what might accidentally or carelessl} 
occur in conversation, or slip from a jperson^s pen while writing, llie 
doctrine of libel was qijdtc undefined; but he had no doubt Siat ik6 
day. would come, when nothing would be cons^ered libel until i% wai 
declared so by a Jury. 

. ParQdief, it was said by the. Court, and the Attorney-General, should 
not no>ir be. defended by Uie production of similfur publications by otb^ 
.fiersons^ .fgad at former periods. But why, he would ask, single. 1^ 
put, aftei^ be.hfui been twice before acquitted by two Juries, even afm 
jdl the .pi(d&.ing im4 p%dung of the Crown-office ? Why send bli& 
now a tliiixliiroe bt^pre another Jury, selected in. the same way ? Wi4^ 
xjespect to parody, .it was as ancient even as the time of Homer. Tdijp 
finest prodqctioi^ of. genius were produced in ancient as well as mpdei^ 
.jtimes. Tbey were pinpdied, because they were generally knpwn> aidjp 
■wexein themselves original and beautiful, obtaining for that reason. fU 
extensive populerity. . The thing was not done from motives of oo^iy* 
J^eimpt*— quit^.ihe coi^traiy. If parodies on Scripture weve crimiB^ 
tiiiey must have bc^.ip a$. ^^^mef» whoever loight have been.t^ 
Author^ .lin4 wboeff^, mi^^ hnY* then been Attorney-General. Tk^ 

in to fi^iiw >gi^^ wfRi,,jHf4 l^j #.li^..Atl0niQr7gai«>^ 
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^He WM brougl&t mto Cottrt on the 5th of May lait, and thill itffittf 

\BU William Garrow resigned his situation. He wonld not say the 

'^i^gnation arose from his being ashamed of his conduct, but it waa 

^Wnarkable that the informations filed by him upon that occasion wetfe 

t}ie last acts of his polhical lif)c as Attorney-General. No information 

was filed against otlj^ers who had written parodies. An informatiovi 

^ad npt^ and would not, he believed, be fileci against Mr. Canning, far 

\his parody on Job. The reason was, perhaps, that it was known that 

'IRir. Canning could make, a good defence^ while he (Mr. Hone) wbo 

''^irB$ supposed unable to make one, was brought before a Jury three 

..iimes siiccessiyely. He neyer before in his life spoke in the presence 

vofniore than .ten persons. If Providence ever interfered to protect 

'^^eak and defenceless men> that interference was most surely mani* 

jted in- his case. It had interposed to protect a helpless and defence- 

». man against the. rage and malice of his enemies. He could «t« 

ibute his defence to no other agent, for he was weak and incapaUe,^ 

'^nd was at that momept a wonder unto himself. (Here a mixed nmmwr 

*ff,npplause and p% locts heard from the crowd assemlded.) As the law 

9I! libel stood at present, it was not possible to be understood. It was> 

}in its present stfite, only calculated to entrap and deceive people iiifa 

^iiniiihment^ and reminded him of the conduct of one of those despots, 

^twhoj in slU countries,' frequently get into the possession of power^ and 

'ttse it only for the purpose of punishment and oppression. The person 

'.4o whom he alluded was the tyrant of Syracuse. It was his custom* 

•%.hen laws were promulgated, to have them written in very wnall letter*, 

>nd placed so high that they could not be read; but whoever dare^ 

^ip, transgress thein were punished with all the severity of a despot* 

'^oHgh the wretches who suffered the punishment could not possibly 

^A^e known the law, for the pretended transgression of which they 

iiiSered: Such exactly was the law of libel. In fact, there wai na 

fuch thing as a law of libel; of, if there was, the4aw was written 

'upon a cloml, which suddenly passed away, and was lost in vapour. 

'[Nothing was a libel until a Jury pronounced it such. He was pointed 

'^at, and showed as one guilty of publishing the most blasphemous pro^: 

Ructions. IVhen in the King^-Bench, he was shunned as a pestitenee, 

"icvcn by those who were, or pretended to be, formerly his friends — by 

tkn^. ^hiOm,a^ David saM of Johatban^ bis heart loved. His ac- 

'^ualhiiance, it was: Irue,; recommended him- tb counsel, but some ob* 

^mitimo^ Were urged agaitist all v'l^om they* pointed out to him. Sonfs'^ 

jrpv(\- motives of etiquette, could not attend upon him in prisott. 

^Qtliers, th^ugl^ they might have talent, had not courage to -'unditr- 

iuke his defence. Without courage it would be useless -to attempt it. 

'.The question he pi\t, upon such' recommendatiph of ootiMl^ 'being 

ibade, was, has he coutafse P- Will he be. able to stand up against my 

Xonl Ellenborouj^h I Will he withstand the brow-beatin|» of my Loud' 

KUenborougli > It was necessary that ■ a neraoii nndertlbking hifr de-> 

fptu:t should be a stranger to feaf; fbr if ihe pcrsiated iiH s«yin^ any 

•^hing when once his LonUhiphad niade an* objiectiei^ the conscqventib 

V^d. he to lose what i» called the ev of the €dttf^^ -i. ''^. < r.v 

TbeiAjrroabxY-GBNBBAL.-*! cannot? tit^'here quietly' tmd*he8(raiMi^ 
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• Lord BLtBiNioRorGB.-^Perhaps^ Mr. AUonirj, yon'mSg^i'^Ate 
iDterposed your objection sooner; but you have heard tlie sflXt.ilS 
attack which was made upon me. 1 think the best cours6 will ^ to 
let the iking blow over' us ! 

Mr. UoNfi would, he said^ etitreat pardon, if anything painful to.tEie 
gentlemen of the bar had fidlen from him. Tdlent and courage, lim 
perceived, werte necessary to his defence. As to talent, he pbsse^sei, 
if any, but a very humble share $ but mental fear was & thing to whloi 
he was, and ever had been, an ntter stranger. He did not kiiow whas 
fear was ; and while be conceived himself to have truth and justice oin 
his side, no earthly consideration could decer him from expressing ^ 
opinion, and doing what he' thought right, which he ever did, and eti^ 
should do, without thinking of consequeUces to himself. There was a 
circumstance which occurred previous to his- coming into Court,' tjSJIt 
gave him great pain. Ic proceeded from Dr. Slop, the Editor of .tfkie 
of those publications that were always ready to peform any dirty Work 
which they deemed acceptable to men in power. It 'stated, Atiil^'k 
person who bad been tried and eoimeted, was to risceiye twelve inontnr 
imprisonment im pubRsbing one of those parddid, for' which hie Tlifer^ 
•Hone) had been twice acquitted, and would, he hop^df, be'ai^iiitti^ 
again that day. This man applied to a solicitor, by Wh6tb''lr^w& 
recommended to let judgment go by default, as the best course whiSi 
he could adopt. ' C 

The Attobwby-General. — I am quite suretiobody on my part, or 
by my desire, ever had any communicatiod with' the person alluded' tb^ 
or ever advised him to either plead guilty or not* guilty. 

Mr. Hone observefl, that all he meunt to sdy was, that the man wiia 
•not convicted, was not tried, but suffered ^c^ment to go bv defauHi. 
Thera were, however, communications b6twtfen this man aHJ the W- 
]icitor who conducted the'present'pi^secutlon 5 and yet he re«?e$ved ii 
sentence equal in- extent- to. any thing which might have been expect^, 
even by a man who had -beeh found guilty by a Jury of hisf counAV** 
and, what was very extraordhiaryi on the very morning this persott 
was brought up to receive his sentence, he (Mr. Hone) received the. firft 
notices of his trials.- Jt was equally extrabrdinary that this ptri^ 
clilled on him three or four times previous to his going up to Court^ ft> 
ask hm for bis advice,* although, antecedent to those ocQtaiott, beli^ 
fictually taken advice, and had determined upon the course he shbtkU 
pursue. Williams was what was described as a loyal man j that wis 
to say, a sort of thick and -thin man ; who> if a person in . authoritt 
^re to say go, he goeth ; come, and he coineth.. (Mart^vrj. of ta^ 
probatwn.) He wa» in a corps of yeomanry, ai^ he CbU hrnr '(IMGt 
Honq) thai he had often printed for Government. His ff^ convictiidfii 
was, that if he (Hone) had been found guilty, the man would not 
long have remained in prison. He thought he; had a itronfg rig)|i & 
complain of -^ one or two gross and infamons 'falsehoods inserted in ^.a 
-paper which was published *every morning at six o'clock, and whtc^ 
.sbeie had been time, therefore,- for every one of the Jury to havesrai 
before he entei-ed the box. At six o'clock every morning did the gbtflt 
'^■DT.Slop (a name sconired by Dr. Stoddart^ on . accoutli of thepror 
i^v0MScs^latiifted hy W upon Bm»pai»arla, befim hr'ihar Jama i BI 



. &api The Times Joiiznal) walk forth in Craxie«court^ Ficet«str^et - Bf. 

^yiis ghoif ^it bad been stated (for what purppse, unless to pri^iidife bim 

'iju his tiial^ could not be imagined) that .Williams bad bjeea.fpiuu} 

ffiulty'iy the verdict of a Jury for the same ^publication* This was 4a 

^se )is was another statement^ that be was in the practice qf selling, 

!lobscenity, which he detested and despised as much as. any man. Such 

^alsehoodsj put forth at such a time, when he was standing up in that 

'Courts in the hour of perils to vindicate his iqnocence, could only ba:re 

^pBoceeded from one who was a vilLaia to the hack-hone. As s^ch he 

^!Vrauld proclaim Or. Slop to his face^ whenever and wherever be fthc^uUl 

^eVtbim. 

. rlior^ Ellenborovob. — Do nojt use such expressions, Vpu say you 
ib/sve got through life fr^e from private apd acrimonious bickering i do 
.i^pf say that now which /nay hereafter provoke it. I ^ay tliiji. merely for, 
,JJQXLX own preservation, and n^t with a view to interrupt you. 
v. -Mr. HoXE assured.b'is Lordship that he sincerely aciino^^ledged thie-, 
'mprietvof hisinter/erence^ though it was difficult for him to rfcstrxun 
«j|iis fe^Uigs. It was. nevertheless true that he cherished no batxed 
against this individual ^ be was indeed an object of contempt^ and not 
j^ batredf and was recorded by him in no other light than as a Jost^ 
^u^JfortupfUe, and ^andoned mau. He bad come into Court with 
^troqg feelings of irrit^ion, which he could not well restrain when be 
found that this man*s statements went to impute to him the pubUci^tipn., 
;C^ sedition, blasphemyj» aud o1)scenity. He denied that he Jbad fver 
lutfered any obscene work in bis shop ; and if it could be proved tb||t 
ne bad, be called upoi) the Jury to find him guilty of blasphemy^ ia. 
at^et lha)| under that verdict he might receive the punishment due to 
ob^ceiuty ^ for, next to blasphemy, he considered obscenity the greatest 
ofence which a man could commit. He ha4> however, no hatred iQv 
tucha msm ; and although Dr. Slop had attempted to do him this injury 
in^tl^e moment of peril, if the miserable man were in distress to-morrow^ 
ami it was. in his power to reilievebiru, he would not be^jitate to hold him out 
aj^elping hand. This feeling had been cherished in bis breast ever siuipe 
W.knew right from, wrong. (Murmurs of Applause. J He wished he 
/cqulH have bad it ip his, power to say th^t his trial had not pome^ tb%t 
ji^yf merely for the^ake of being able to say something in favour of hi;i. 
fl^^cutors. Same of those grave personages went to the Chap^ 
j|^|djyal »(idi. tbejr Pr^yerbooks on the Sabbath-day. It was. to be ia^* 
.i^^te^tbat tbcy lost sight of those principles of Cbristiapi^ vvhich be 
)ippe4^they were in ibat place accustomed to hear. He by no^memis 
insbed that Justice should not be done ^ for to neglect to do justice. 
li^i^Jbje inj^i^tic^ 3 but he thought^ in the present. cas,e, they might 
Jt^l^.bQr^w^ a little o^ the character^ tbepreceptj and the exj|^|^ 
cit'9|DJQ.!w|)0$e. name be could not mention without reverencfc 4n4 bu- 
J^Uity^-r bejo^eapt Jef us Cbiist. He woul4 not be so irr^v^rend >s tc^, 
le^ any pasj^uge Ui iliuotiiite the character of. ^at Divjne jpejing}' b^t-.. 
he w^U recolkct£4 that when Jesus was on eiM^tb, he cp^tinuaUy-exr*, 
ported hjs followers to the exercise of m^cy^ d^arit^^ love^ fmd |pod- 
s^ill. Thid was exemplified In many instancj^j but in ^ne more ^V$1y ' 
:FJ^n in all the rest, }|le had h<^ard vaiioi^ s^moiif, qd. this fubjieci^ bsk% 
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rSebpeJ Wtiti ^aing t&e Nation to whicb* lie referred iSfien attrnf itiS , 
iii hUibbmV That to vMth he alluded was the story' of the Wdmatf ' 
taken in iidaltery. The Pharisees went to Chiriist in the temple^ antt'' 
bfovgfat ta him a woman whom 'they had taken in adtiltery^ a crimi# 
t&e latest that it was possible for a wife to be guilty of. SUe &i tuH 
deny her guilt, but Christ, turning to the l^hari^es, said, *' H^ tt^ 
is' without sin let him cast the firftt stone j'* her guilty accusen ilitli^^ 
drew in silence, leaving the woman atone with Jedus, who desired Ik 
t6 '^ Go, and sin no more." If there were nothing but this to ^cSAit 
Veneration in the human mind for that Divine Being, it was suffident'V 
knd he had only to lament that such an admirable example had nttv 
been foUov^d by those who had brought him there ^at dav. By tht 
Jewish laws, the woman who had committed adultery was liable to M 
•toned to death, and yet hone of her accusers could say they theih'^ 
selves were without sins. Were his Prosecutors without sins, he wouMT 
«sk ? Were they not open to impeachment > He would impeach them! 
lliese Pharisees were guilty of the same crime for which they WeiW 
n6w seeking to punish him ! The miserable hypdcritcs ! The wretches 1 
(Murmurs from the Crowd.) That was a strong, a very strong phrase. { 
he did not mean to apply it to any person in particular ; dl he meant 
to urge was, that his accusers had themselves done what they ought' 
not to have done, and ought therefore to look with the greater lehit]^ 
towards him. He had now to ask the Jury, for it was too late to ask 
his accusers, to follow the precept of our Saviour in another jiiirt 6f 
the Testament, viz. — " to do unto others as you wish others to do untd^ 
y6u/* He felt much belter to-day than yesterday. He was animated 
by the couscioiiSDcss of having done no wrong. For any wrong' lit' 
might have unwittingly done, he was exceedingly sorry. He was ^- ' 
cieedingly sorry if any thing lie had written or published had a bad ten-' 
detfcy. His Lordship had misconceived the cause of stopping the sale of. 
his publications. He had not stopt it because he thought thepublica-' 
tibn wrong, but because persons^ whom he respected had been' hurt f|fjr 
them. He esteemed the hearts, though he could not respect the judg-[ 
went of those persons. He would hurt no man's mind; ^9'^^7> *^^1 
sorry, was he, that the proiecution was not stopt. Although' his Pror* 
secutors had thmxght of bringing him to trial at all, and Inid actually^ 
put him on his trial -, although they had done so a second day, sifter u 
J dry of holiest BngUshmen had acquitted him } yet he should hiive beea; 
happy, '{or th^irowh sake, that his Prosecutors had made' some atone*^ 
m'eht by a tivelfth hour repentance. See the odds agaiAst iine, liir 
fxclaiihed, in a ifervid tone; it is one farthing against a ' mllUoh oT 
gold: My Prosecutors have laid a wager with public opinion ; 6tit:\hejr 
willtose it to their irMneVable shame. '' SkiAfo^ skin (Ais excVAtMi^ 
vt1iementty)j all that a man has will he giye for his li£e !*' I aiii'here oni^ 
tirial foi* my life. If y^u, the Jury j, do not protect me, mylifeniusf 
fkU a sacrifice to the confinement that shall follow a verdict of guiltVV 
Ky Prosecutors, my Persecutors, are unrelenting. I fe4!npWas'vr-'J 
Ifcirouf as When I was in the ihiddle of my defence on Thtirsday la^^Vr 



i^lf^denl. ^ne is supposed to be independent without propcarfty. ^ t . 
nave never, had any property. Within the last twelve months ^my chil- 
dien had not beds. At this moment there is not furniture sufficient fW 
t^e necessary enjoyment of life^ For the last two years and a* half I 
hate not haid a complete hour of happiness, because my iamily have 
hleeiL ijn su^h misery that it was impossible for a man of my temperament 
Hii kiiQw any thing of happmess. I have been asked, why I have not 
temploy€i4 counsel ? — I could not fee counsel. I have been asked, when . 
I^should publish my trial ? J could not pay a reporter 3 and at thi» mo* 
)n^t I have no repbrter in Court. Gentlemen, you do not see me in . 
tBat dress which my respect for you, and for myself, would make nic . 
anxious to appear in. I did resolve to get a suit of clothes for these 
trials, but ih^ money I had prc^vided for that purpose 1 was obliged to 
^ve for copies of the informations against me. These things 1 mention . 
to show you what difficulties I had to encountei- in order to appear to 
possess ind^penc&nce of mind, and to let men know how cautious they 
ahoiild be in judging of men. Seven or eight years ago I went into, 
business with a friehd in the Strands I had thep a wi^ and four chil« 
dren, and I was separated from them by evils accumulated froin endea« 
Vourihg to help those who could not help themselves. I attempted, in . 
iponjunction with a friend, who originated the plan, to establish some- 
thing of an institution similar to the saving-banks that are now so ge-» 
n^ral. ^bere was a number associated for this purpose, and I was 
their secretary . Our object was to get the patronage of Ministers for 
our scheme. Mr. Fox was then in powen It Was the Whig Admi- 
nbtration. We hoped to throw a grain into the earth which might be^ 
cq'me a great tree — in other hands \\ has succeeded. It was very Quix- 
btlc---we Wci'e mad 3 mad because we supposed it possible, if an intention 
Were .good, that it would therefore be carii^d into effect; We were not 
immediately discouraged, blit we met with that trifling and delayiug of 
hope whith makes the heart sick. 

. [Here a person fainted among the crotvd, and was carried out. Tht 
Court and Jury took the opportunity to take some refreshment. Mr^ 
Hone withdrew, for a few minutes, from the Court, threw off his coat,, 
washed his arms aud face With cold water, and rinc^d his mouth ^ and 
when the Court was ready resumed.] 

1 find 1 was entering into too iuuch detail. I meant sitnply to state 
that I lost every thing, even the furniture of my house. With that> 
friend I got again into business. We became bankrupts, owing to tiie' 
terms on which wecomtUepced it. But, on the meeting of our. ere-. 
dltors, theSrst tg^uestion veas, ' Where is your certificate?' AU signedi , 
it at onq^, save one, who was unintentibdally the caUse of my fiBiTure, 
two years s^d a half ago, Whvn 1 Weni into prison for debt, and waa. 
ditschaige4 by the insolvent act* Having thqn got some books to sellj 
bjg^ng always^ fond of old books, I took a shop ixx Fleet -street, at>t^e^ 
corqier of llombard-strcet. It was three feet wide in front. .I^hwij^^ 
place there for my wife and my seven children. The shop ws^jn.f^foi^;) 
sequence broken' qpen three times, and all that was worth s^iy ihipg.ia.ij^ 
talf^ away* I w^ now ii^despefatioi^, thrpwn on a wjde^ ocean .wUibiOuj . 
H^hdre^ an4.Wi^u.t uplink of safety. , j tbenacci^ntplly wro^/iqn^r ' 
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^}\ft wfiicti WAS scardely'a direlliDg for liuman t>eipgs% F&^i^ WSf 
anxiety for my family, and the harassed state of my mind^ I ly^ 
attacked \Fith apoplexy^ and my family were Ihrbwu Into the almost 
^larm. T ^fisobhged to remove to save my life. 1 itbeb to<A a.plaj^ 
in, the Otd Bailey. I coald furnish only one rootn. I' would hot le£ 
Ipdgifigs^ because I would not expose my state of destitution, jfus^ t^. 
I vt^as getting my bead a little above water^ this storm assailed me, aiMl, 
blunged me deeper than ever. I am as destitute as any tpaain Londofi* 
I have hot one friend in the world. It has been said that t aill . hackeii 
^p ! friends are got by social intercourse $ and th^ expense of sociaf. 
intercourse 1 liave never been able to afford. I have as true a teli^ 
ioT the comforts, as well as the elegat^cies of life, as inbst men i4« 
much higher ranks 3 but I have ever. been independent in mind, talA 
hence I am a destitute man. t hate never written or printed What V 
4id not think right and true -, and In my most humble station have^ 
always acted for the public good, according to my conception, without- 
regard to what other men did, however exalted their rank. 

The Defendant now apologized to his Lordship, the Attorbey-£eiie« 
ral, and; the Bar, if he badofffended them by any thing he had said}' 
ahd entered upon what was imsiediately connected with his defence. 
Informations by the Attorney-General had been defended, he said, as 
always Inown in the practice of the law. He denied this* To bold 
^6 bail for libel was illegal y and in support of that proposition ^t 
quoted a passage ^om a letter written by Mr. Dunning, afterwar<}t 
Lord Ashbuhoh, in the following words :— "I never heard, till very 
lately, that Attorney-Generals, upon the caption of a man, supposed a 
libel]€r, could insist upon his giving secirrities for his good behaviour* 
Itti a doctrine injinioui ta the freedom of every subject i derogatory from 
this old constitution, and a violent attack, if not an absolute breach, 6f^ 
the liberty of the press. It is not law, and I will not suBiciT to 
tT." — (Mr. Dunning*s Letter concerning Libels, Warrants, &c. p. ^I.) ' 
He next referreil to the information filed against him, and from whi<^ 
he quoted, and submitted that the only question the Jury had to try. 
Wd^,' as to his intention when the publication in question issued from 
his land. That his intention was such as was imputed to him he utteclj 
denied. Nothing was further from his ideas than to excite irreligioh 
ahd fihpiety in the minds of his Majesty's subjects. The Jury werie 
hisjudges. They were to decide both upon the kw addtl&e fact y an|i 
by^t^etr decision his fate would be decided. He stopt the publication j 
not,' as he was a living man, because he thought it criminal, but hfi 
gave way to the wishes of persons not to be argued with. 

^He would now prove this parody to be no Ubel. It Was j^sibk-ta ; 
parody the most sacred work, without bringing the wbik itself iwi ' 
ridicule ahd contempt. The parody might be used as the v&hide 0^ 
iilculcating, by the peculiar buoyage 9f the thing parodied^ an impres-*^ 
sldn 6f a different tendency. Parody Was a ready engine to produce i ' 
ceHain lifrpressiicm on the ndnd, without at all ridiculing the sentiinierita ^ 
cdhtaiaedin tfce original work. Sudi was the object of Martin LutEo^ - 
parody on the first Psalm; and sudi «Lsa'w]88 the ;objectjQf Di^ £^<k - 
soite's Theinponieter of Health, and # number of woiks i^lfii^feS^afi^* 
p t H tf t ^ og^ U>^te a more soleom impiesaon fotbe^&iix^ 



ments inevlcjiteA, . In illustration of this pssition^ he proceeded to sub- 
mit to the Jury the same works of which he availed himself on the pre- 
ceding trials ; amongst which were Dr. Boys*, the Dean of Canterbury's 
pai'ody on the Lord's Prayer. There was no doubt that Dr. Boys had 
written his parody unadvisedly, but certainly without a bad intention. 
Such was his (the Defendant's) parody on St Athanasius's Creed. It 
was not written for a religious, but for a political purpose — to produce a 
laugh against the Ministers. He avowed that such was his object ; nay, 
to laugh his Majesty's Ministers to scorn ) he had laughed at fhem, and, 
ha ! ha ! ha ! he laughed at them now, and he would laugh at them, as 

'long as they were laughing-stocks ! ^Vcre there any poor watless mcR 
less ridiculous than these Ministers., his persecutors -, one of whom him- 

'. self a parodist, sitting now in the tabhiet, winking at, instigating, aid- 
ing and abetting this prosecution. George Canning wais a parodist, 
\vith William Hone and Martin Luther (a/)pZ«M^c.) He had torboms 
subpoenaing that Right Honoural)le pari)dist, becfiuse he wished to spare 
his feelings ; although (said Mr, Hone) had I him now in the box, I 
would twist him inside out. Mr. Canning had parodied the Scriptures, 
but he (Mr. Hone), had only parodied the Common Prayer. He next 
adverted to the caricatiu-e called '^ The Mantle of Elijah." And "who 
was the Elijah personified'? — why, Mr. Pitt ! And who was the mantle* 

.catcher? — why, thLs sanie George Canning, who was now one of his 

* persecutors. Before, he had spoketi of this Right Honourable ^vith for- 
i'bearancifi ; but now he niust speak With contempt of the man who could 

act thus towards the .poor miserable, and supposed to be defenceless 
bookseller of the little .shop in Fleet Street, lliis very caricature was 
published imdet the auspices of Mr. Canning 5 certainly, at least, with 
]ms entire knowledge. Mr. Canning ought, to have been a willing wit- 
ches? for him ofi the present occasion ; he ought to come into the witness 
box, to confess his own sins, and plead the Defendant's cause. It was 

* hoped, he had no' doubt, by certain very grate members of the Cabinet 
' (my Lord Sidmbuth and my Lord Liveijpool), that William Hone could 
not stand the third day— -that he would sink under his fatigues and want 
bf physical power. '* He cati't stand the third trial," said these humane 
and Christian Ministers 3 '' we shall have him how ; he must be crushed/' 
(Great shouts of applause.) Oh^ no ! no ! ' he must wof be crushed 5 you 

'cAnnof crush hmi. ' I have a spark of liberty in my mind, that will glow 
'hnA' bum bnghter, and blaze more, fiercely, as my mortal remains are 
^atssWg to ilc'Qay. Ttiereis nothing cari crtish mt, but my otvn sense of 
doing .wrong 5 the moment I feel it,~i fall down in . self-abasement be- 
fore my^slccuSers : but when I hare donfe rlO Wrong, wheri.l know 1 am 
right, I am as an armed man 3 iirid in this spiHt I wage battle with the 
'^Attomey-Generial, taking h tilt ^vith him hdrc on the floor of this Court. 
The consciousness of my innocence gives tic Ufe, spirits, and strength, to 
go through this third ordeal of persecution and oppression. He should 
order a frame for Elijah's Mantle hi bis way home to his family, and 
he should J)lace it over his mantle-piece,* for his children 10 lau^ at. Ht 
3aid he should do this .to-ilight, because he had no doubt, that the ^ury 
"would apquit hxnl withohfrethring from the box, {great apptause). He 
Yii*)^ ^Wted to liord Sotaers's ti^cts, and calldi in aid the parody of 
itt^' GfsttMogy xK Cbriift^ ttnd »;c(migsaiied it with a pbi^erful appefid to 
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the Jury, upon the iniquity of this last effort to ovenv'hehn him — to 
cend him to Gloucester gaol, to rOt and perish under the weight of his' 
afflictions. The H/dieian Miscellany contained a pacrody on the Lord's 
I^rayer. 

The Attorney -General objected to its being read, as too indecent 
for the ears of any persons in these times. 

Mr. Hone said, in courtesy to the AttomeyrGeneral, he would not 
persist in reading this work. He then went over the s:ame ground 
which he had pursued yesterday, bringing under the attention of the 
Jury a great variety of different parodies, written by churchmen and 
many other persons, considered in their times as most religious and ve- 
nerable men. One of which he had not before read, was by the Rev. 
Mr. Tbplady, a very popular preacher, of gi*eat talent, amongst the CaU 
yinists, who died greatly lamented, at a very early age. Mr. Toplady's 
object was to ridicule Lord Chesterfield's Letters, and the morals therein 
inculcated. It was entitled — 

** Christianity Reversed, &c. 5 or Lord Chesterfield's New Creed, 

'^ I believe, that this world is the object of my hopes and morals -, 
and that the little prettiness's of life will answer all the ends of human 
existence. 

*' I believe, that we are to succeed in all things, by the graces of 
civility and attention 3 that'there is no sin, btit against good manners 3 
and that all religion and virtue consist in outward appearance. 

** I believe, that all women are children, and all nlen fools j except 
a few cunning people, who see through the rest, and make their use of 
them. 

*' I believe, that hypocrisy, fornication, and adultery, are within thp 
lines of morality -, that a woman may be honourable when she has lost 
her honour, and virtuous when she has lost her virtue. 

'' This, and whatever else is necessary to obtain my own ends, and 
bring me into repute, I resolve to follow 3 and to avoid all moral 
jpffences, such as scratching my head before company, spitting upon the 
floor, and omitting to pick up a lady's fan. And in tnis persuasion I 
will persevere, without any regard to the resurrection of the body, or 
the life everlasting. Amen. 

*' Q. Wilt thou be initiated into these principles ? 

''A. That is my inclination. 

•' Q. Wilt thou keep up to the rules of the Chesterfield morality > 

/' A. 1 willj Lord Chesterfield being my admonisher, 

'' Then the Officiate shall say, 

** Name this child. 

^* A. A FINE Gentlebian. 

*' Then he shall say, 
'* I introduce thee to the world, the flesh, and the devil, that thou 
ioaayest triumph over all awkwardness, and grow up in all politenessr, that 
thou may est be acceptable to the ladies, celebrated for refined breeding, 
able to speak French and read Italian, invested with some public super- 
numerary chai-acter in a foreign Courts get into Parliaawnt (perhaps jlnto 
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the Privy CauncU)^ aivd tba(> whea thou wrt dead^ the l^tt^rs vmlten. 
to thy bastards may be published^ in seven editions, for the iustroctioa 
of all sober families. 

<' Ye are to take oare> that this childj when be is of a proper age^ b« 
brought to C— t, to be cQnfirme4:\ 

Of the other works to which he particularly alluded, was Mr. Rceves'a 
penny publication entitled the '^ British Freeholder's Political Cate- 
chism.** That gentleman had himself been prosecuted 5 not, however^ 
for his Catechism, but for having depicted the British Constitution at 
a tree, the branches of which might be lopped off, aiid yet the trunk 
remain. For this libel he was prosecuted under the direction of the 
House of Commons, although it was carried on very unwillingly. Mr* 
Reeves published this parody on the Catechism no doubt with the best 
intentions, because he used the parody as a popular mode of inculcating 
what that gentleman considered wholesome truth. Such was the object 
of the parody now prosecuted. But what was the difference between 
his situation and Mr. Reeves*s? Mr. Reeves was basking under th« 
sunshine of a Court, and was a placeman. If he (Mr. H.) was cQn« 
victed, there was no doubt that he also would become a Government 
placeman ! but where ?— -in Gloucester gaol ! To the Jury, however^ 
he looked for his rescue from this bigotted persecution. He was chaiqged 
with parodying the language and style of sacred works. But what was 
that ^tyle and language ?--rit happened to be translated nearly three 
centuries ago, but the language or that time was not, on that account^ 

Cculiarly sacred. There was no doubt that if the Bible was re-'traos^ 
^d, it must be so altered as hardly to be known, except by its sen8e« 
|f a parody on the style only was the offence, even Mr. Canning him* 
self, as a Uterary man, as a man of taste, and a man of words, would 
acquit him. But whatever might be the motive of this prosecution* 
there could hardly be any doubt that it was an unchristian feeling on the 
part of my Lord Sidmouth, to suffer him to stand here for the third 
fime to take his trial for an offence which two Juries of independent 
Snglishmen had pronounced not to be libels. He would not say thai 
Lord Sidmouth was a bigot 3 but he must say, that the spuit of perse<n 
' cution and unchristian feelings marked this abominable attempt to sacri« 
fice, by all or any means, a defenceless and innocent man, for party 
purposes. Lord Sidmouth himself knew, and every nxan in the country, 
even the most bigotted, must know, that this parody was not written 
for irreligious purposes. The fact was, the hopeful Ministers of the 
Cabinet wanted to make him a scape-goat for their political sins j 
those which were his own particular sins he should glory in, so long s^ 
he lived, because he knew that his objects were truly constitutional, and 
aimed at the happiness of his country. The Juiy must see that the pa- 
rodies which he read were not calculated to injure religion. Most of 
them had political or moral objects. Of the former description was the * 
parody in the Orack newspaper, and the parody on the Te Deum, 
adapted in five languages, to the combined loyal armies, lately employed 
against Buonaparte ; and of the latter was the Religious Play-bill, 
,which he had read on the other trials, which was printed by one of the. | 
6p<?iety of friends. Such also W8» ^c parody on. the Recruiting JgiU», ^| 
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tbe ol^ect of which was to draw the attention, of the idle ailddissolat^. 
to spiritual concerns. Of the like description were the hymn tunes 
played at Rowland HiU*s Chf^el^ althougn they were the popular and < 
national airs performed at theatres and other places of amusement. Dr.. 
John Rippon, an eminent and mosf respectable teacher of religioii. 
amongst the Baptists, had adapted such tunes to the most pious strains 
of psalmody. For instance^ such tunes as '' Drink to me onw with tbiat. 
eyes," ''Rule Britannia/' '* God save the King," &c. The hymns of 
Dr. Collyer, Lady Huntingdon, Dr. Watts, and others, were adapted ta 
operatic and military airs, &c. These tunes, no man could doubt, were 
used as vehicles for religious wor$bip> and exciting moral feelings. 
His parody was adapted exclusively to a similar subject, and was not 
meant, directly or indirectly, to affect the sacredness of reli^us worship* 
Frofaneness and irreligion must be the same at all times and in all 
places ; and if the most venerable and sacred pillars of religion had ra- 
9orted to this mode of inculcating religious sentiments^ the offence 
must have been as culpable in their times, if it was an offence, as in the. 
present. Bishop Latimer, who bad burned at the stake, a maityr for 
religion, had spiritualized the pack of cards, as John Bunyan had the 
fig-tree, for the most moral purposes. He blamed the Attorney-Ge* 
peral for the cnielty of cutting one crime into piecemeal ; for all these 
three informations might have been includea in one. An hundred 
libels might have been embraced in on^ information. But no ; the 
object was to embarrass and entrap him. One chance of catching him 
was not sufficient for the vindictive spirit of his Majesty's Ministers* 
They were determined to have him at aU events $ and therefore thre^ 
hooks were baited ; but he hoped the Jury would save him from the 
third. All these snares were laid for his ruin, by a Ministry reraarkr * 
able alike for bigotry of spirit and hostility to freedom. They were 
laid by that Ministry, who not long since endeavoured to inter '^ 
fere with those principles of religious toleration which were held aa^ 
cred by all good and rational men, by introducing a bill into Parlia- 
ment for restraining the right of preaching among the Dissenters, 
Yes, that odious bill, which was scouted out of Parliament, through 
the firm and manly appeals of the Disseuters themselves, originate!} 
with Lord Sidmouth, oy whom he bad been most unjustly held ou||; 
to the country as a blasphemer, although now pei*secuted by that Mi<* 
nister only for a profane parody. This Minister endeavoured in Fai> 
liament to stigmatize him for an offence which could not be even al-« 
leged against him before a Jury. This Minister of the Crown took 
the advan^tage of abusing him in a place where be (Mr. Hone) coui(t 
make him no answer, and this was a practice too common with his un^ 
manly colleagues. But here he would answer that Minister by 
affirming, that which he would challenge the Attorney-General to con- 
tradict, namely, that to impute to him the crime of blasphemy was a 
foul and unfounded slander. Such slanders, however, were not on< 
common. Mr. Canning was quite in the habit of abusing men in the 
House of Commons, whom he would not venture to meet face to fac<> 
while he was in a rage if any the most indirect allusion was made in 
that House to any member of that confederacy of literary hirelings and 
political apostates^ of which be bad b^enso long the princij)al leader 
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and active patron. Yes, any man who could write in that style, aboai 
which Canning wa6 so peculiarly solicitous, that it seetned, in that 
gentleman's view, more material than thought, was secure of minis- 
terial patronage, if the writer would only follow Mr. Canning in the 
desertion of principle and the sacrifice of real independence. 

But to return to the subject under the consideration of the Court., he 
observed that parodies had been so numerous in this country, that no 
one could suppose them subject to any legal censure. He remembered 
a parody levelled at Lord Grenville, in The Oracle Newspaper, when it 
was a Ministerial print, as indeed, it had always been for several years 
before its death -, for that paper was dead, notwithstanding the support 
it received from Ministers 5 and having mentioned that support, he 
could not help stating the manner in which it was usually afforded to 
newspapers. When the venal journalist could wi-ite what was deemed a 
cood article in favour of the Ministry, 5 or 600 copies of his journal 
were bought by the Treasury, and gratuitously circulated among their 
partisans through the country. Those purchases were made indeed as 
often as the journalist appeared to his patrons to deserve attention ; and 
they were made, too, with the public money. Thus the money wrung 
in taxes from the pocket of the people, was distributed among those 
prostituted writers who were employed in endeavouring to pervert their 
understanding. How much of this money was given to the Oracle for 
abusing every principle and advocate of liberty, he could not pretend to 
say, but its death was a pregnant proof of the integrity, poweo and 
^dgment of the people, among whom it could obtain no currency. For; 
after all, if a paper could not obtain circulation among the people. Minis* 
ters must feel it of no use to them, and therefore withdraw their patron- 
age from a hireling as soon as the people discard his productions j which 
they will always do as soon as they clearly understand his character- 
such had been the fate of many newspapers and other periodical publica- 
tions in this country. Hcrriott's paper, the Tnie Briton, met the fate 
of the Oracle, and for the same reasons. When Herriott was provided 
with a place, which he now held, Cobbett was offered the True Briton, 
but he refused it. The True Briton too, under Mr. Herriott, had its 
share of parodies, which were always of course pointed against the oppo- 
sition. 

He then addressed himself to the particular parody charged as a 
libel, and adduced a parody on the Athanasian Creed from the Found- 
ling Hospital for Wit, as follows ? — 

PROPER RULES AND mSTRUCTIONS, WITHOUT WHICH NO PER. 
SON CAN BE AN EXCISEMAN. 

Quicunque vult. 

Whosoever would be an Exciseman, before all things it is neces- 
sary that he learns the Art of Arithmetic. 

W'hich Art, unless he wholly understand, he without doubt can be 
no Exciseman. 

' Now the Art of Arithmetic is this, we know how to multiply and 
how to divide. D tsunt pauca. 

The 1 is a figure^ the 2 a figure^ and the 3 a figure. 



27 

- Tbe 1 IS a number, the 2 a number^ and the 3 a number ; and yet 
lb ere are Desunt plurima^ 

For like as we are compelled by tbe Rules of Arithmetic, to acknow* 
ledge every figure by itself to have signification and form : 

So wt are forbidden, by the rules of right reason, to say, that each 
•f them have three significations or three powers. 

The 2 is of the I's alone, not abstracted, nor depending, but prodoce^l. 

The 3 is of the 1 and 2, not abstracted, nor depending, nor pro- 
duced, but derived. So there is one figure of 1 , Desunt nonnulla. 

He therefore that will be an Exciseman^, must thus understand his 
igures. 

Furthermore, it i:s necessary to the preservation of his place, that 
he also believe rightly the authority of his Supervisor. 

For his interest is, that he believes and confesses that his Supervisor, 
the sei-vant of the Commissioners, is master and man : Master of the 
Exeiscman, having powei' from the Commissioners to inspect his books : 
and man to the Commissioners, being obliged to return his accounts. 

Perfect master and perfect man, of an unconscionable soul and frail 
flesh subsisting ; equal to the Commissioners, as touching that respedt 
which is shewn him by the Excisemen, and inferior to the Commis- 
sioners as touching their profit and salary. 

.Who, although he be master and man, is not two, but one Supervisor. 

One, not by confusion of place, but by virtue of his authority ; for 
.his seal and sign manual perfect his commission^ his gauging the ves* 
sels, and inspecting the Excisemens* books, is what makes him Super- 
visor 

Who travels through thick and thin, and suffers most from heat or 
cold, to save us from the addition of taxes, or the deficiency in the 
funds, by corruption or inadvertency. 

Wha thrice in seven days goes his rounds, and once in six Weeks 
meets the Collectors, who shall come to judge between the Elxcisemau 
and Victualler. 

. A); whose coming all Excisemen shall bring in their accounts, and 
the Victuallers their money. 

! And they that have done well by prompt payment, shall be wdi 
treated. 

Aad those that have done ill, by being tardy in their payment, shall 
be cast into jail 3 and the. Excisemen whose books are blotted, or ac« 
counts unjustifiable, shall be turned out of their places. 

These are the rules, which except a man jfoUbws, he cannot he ao, 
Exciseman. 

Honour to the Commissioners, fatigue to the Supervisor, and bribery 
to the Exciseman. 

As it was from the beginning, when taxes were first laid upon Malt^ 
is now, and ever will be till the debts of the nation are paid. Amen, 

Mr. Hone then read a Parody on the Athanasian Creed, from the 
Wonderful Magazine,, entitled — ' , 

THE MATRIMONIAL CREEaD. 
: Whbevisr will be married, before all things it:is necessary, fliat he 
hold the conjugal faith^ which is this, Tliat there were two.ralional 
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lle^gs created, both equal* and yet one superior to the othcf j and the 
fpfeqf or. shall bear rule over ^he superior j which faith^ excq)t every one 
'%> keep whole and un^efiled^. without doubt he shall be scolded at ever'* 
jMtingiy. 

The man is superior to the woman, and the woman is mferior tQ the 
inan ; yet bpth are equal, and the woman shall govern the man. 

The wonlaii is commanded to obey the man, and the man ought to 
obay the woman. 

And yet, they are not two obcdients, but one obedient. 

For there is one dominion nominal of the husband, and anothei' 
dominion real of the wife. 

And yet, there are not too dominions, but one dominion. 

For like as we are compelled by the Christian verity to acknowledge 
that wives must submit themselves to their husbands, and be subject to 
^m in all things r 

So are we forbidden by the conjugal faith to say, that they should be 
St all influenced by their wills, or pay any regard to their commands. * 

The man was not created for the woman, but the woman for tl|e 
man. 

< Yet the man shall be the slave of the woman, and the woman the 
.tyrant of the man. 

So that in all things, as is aforesaid, the subjection of the superior to 
fte inferior is to be believed. 

He, therefore, that will be married, must thus think of the woman 
nd the man. 

Furthermore, it is necessary to submissive matrimony, that he alto 
Uieve rightly the infallibility of the wife. 

For the right faith is, that we believe and confess, that the wife Is 
jQ^ble and infallible. 

Perfectly fallible, and perfectly infallible j of an erring sonl, and'un- 
ctrii^ mind subsisting ', fedlihle as touching her human nature, and hi-< 
fallible as touching her fe.male sex. 

Who, although she be iFallible and infallible, yet she is not two, but 
ene woman -, who submitted to lawful marriage, to acquire unlawful 
dominion ; and promised religiously to obey, that she might rule in in- 
justice and folly. 

This is^the conjugid faith 3 which except a man believe faithfully, he 
cannot enter the comfortable state of matnmony. 

There were^others, but the next, and only one he should read, was 
iirom the New Foundling Hospital for Wit ^ it was written against the 
lite Lord Chatham, as follows :-*• 

A NEW POLITICAL CREED, 

Foams VFAR MDCCUIVU 

Quicttmiiie ruU. .1 i 

Whoever will be saved: before all things it is necessary that be 
Aonfd hold the Chatham faith. 

Which faith, except every man keep vrhole and undefied« without 
dottle he shall sink Into obli?ibn. 

And ihe Chatham faith is this : that we worship one Minister ia 
Trinity, and the Trinity m Unity t 

Neither eonfouBding the personsi nor dividing the substance* 
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For the Privy Seal is a Minister^ tha Secretary is a Miiii$t^f> aad 
the Treasurer is a Minister. ' 

Yet there are not. three Ministers, hut one Minister 5 for the Frivy- 
Seal, the Secretary, and the Treasurer are all one. 

Such* as the Privy Seal is, such is the Secretary, and such is the 
Treasurer. • - 

The Piivy Seal is self-create, the Secretary is self-create, and the- 
Treasurer is self-create. 

The Privy Seal is incomprehensihle, the Secretary is incomprehen't, 
sible, and the Treasurer is incomprehensible. 

The Privy Seal is unresponsible, the Secretary is unfesponsibley 
and the Treasurer is unresponsible. 

And yet there are not three incomprehensibles, three self-created/ 
or three unresponsibles : but one incomprehensible, one self-ereato^ 
and one unresponsible. 

For like as we are compelled by the Christian verity, to «ckHow« 
ledge every person by himself to be God and Lord 5 

So are we forbidden by the articles of the Chatham alliance^ tQ 
say there are three Ministers : 

• 80 that in all things, the Unity in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity, 
arc to be worshipped -, and he who would be saved, must thus thinlL' 
of the Ministry. 

Furthermore it is necessary to elevation, that he also believe rightly 
of the qualities of our Minister. 

For the right faith is, that we believe and confess, that this son 
of man is something more than man; as tx)tal perfection, though- of 
an unreasonable soul, and gouty flesh consisting. • , 

Who suffered for our salvation, descended into opposition^ rose 
again the third time, and ascended into the House of Peers. : ^ - 

He sitteth on the right hand of the , from whence he shal^ 

come to judge the good and the bad. . , : 

And th^y that have done good, shall go into patent places, and they 
that have done bad, shall go into everlasting opposition. 

This is the Chatham faith ^ which' except a man believe faitlifuUy, 
he cannot be promoted. 

As he was in the beginning> he is now, and ever will be» 

Then all the people, standing up, shall say, 
O blessed and glorious Trinity, three persons and one Minister, hay^ 
mercy on us miserable subjects. . . 

These parodies were kno\m to almost every reading man, and yet 
Done of them were ever prosecuted, nor was there an instance upon 
record of the prosecution of any purody. How then could he .suppose 
the publicatiou of the parody before the Court an illegal, a guilty, act ? 
But he had no such feeling — he declared most solemnly that he had 

,1^. i^teutipa to commit any offence in this publication, and the Jury 
were to jiKlge of intention. But td dissuade the Jury frotn such a rule 

^^f J^ife'ncnt, a course of delusive observation was addressed to them. 
Tliey were told truly, that rlicy were to judge of a man's intention by 

^S;^to| uf^ not by hii dcclurutioo. Grant(,-d ; but upon wlii^t groxrnd 
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should he think his act an offence^ or that sort of publication criniiDal4 - 
ynhicii had never been so pronpumced? There was no analogy be- 
Vwcth his act and the coinmisssion of any crime defined and forbidden 
by the law, although such analogy had been urged on the other side. 
If he had committjed any act denounced by the law^ or deemed a crime 
by the cdmnlbn sense of mankind, he should not have presumed to' 
c^piBak of the purity of hi3 intentions. No Jury^ indeed, could attend 
to declarations of innocent intention from any man committing an act 
of «ckiM>wiedged criminality. But that was not the nature of the 
wiblication which he had uttered, and for which he was prosecuted, 
^trefore he could conscientiously say that he had no guilty in-, 
tention in sending forth that publication, and he had no doubt that thie 
Jury would beUeve him, and would send him home to his family, in 
•pite of all the expedients used in this extraordinary prosecution ; for 
extraordinary it truly was, the Attorney-General having split into three 
iflldicJItaiidnts matter, which being of the same character, he might hav^ 
compfi^iended in one. But were the matter even different, did it con- 
iiit 4if-twt>*or three different subjects^ he was assured by the most 
eminent banisters, that the Attorney -General could have included theni 
iii:oiie indictment. Why then should so many indictments be pre- 
Jiiriped against him, but for a purpose which he trusted the integrity 
and judgment of the Jury would defeat ? They would not, he Mas 
^Vfye', be persuaded to think his publication a fit subject for punish- ' 
ment; after such parodies had been overlooked as he had just read to the 
Court. 

Lord Eti^RNBORouoH observed, that every one of the parodies the 
Defendant had quoted, were as prosecutable as that with wluch he theii 
ttoiid charged. 

Mr. Hone admitted this ; but why, he asked, were they not prose- 
CiMed? Where were the Attorney-Generals of those days} Why did 
ihcy abandon their duty > The Attornfey-General might any day go 
iotcrthe Crown-office, and file an information against any man who 
wrote any thing in opposition to the Government. A parody wai ^ 
nerer seized before. Why was his parody now ieittacked } Was it be- ^t 
caUse Lord Sidmouth was the only good Secretary of State for the 
Home Department > He charged that noble Secretary with having put 
all the people of England against him as a blasphemer. There were 
prosecutions and persecutions of various kinds for blasphemy. A man"^ 
chlirged with blasphemy had been punished in Poland, in. the begin-." 
iiing of last century. lie believed him to have beeu certainly as honest 
a rtan as the Secretary of State. One of the poor creature's hands 
was cut off with art axe by the executioner, and afterwards the other j, 
was chopped off ; his two bleeding stumps were th^n thrust into boiler ^ 
ing |>ltch, and the miserable man was burned alive, whilst lifting his]., 
eyes and his mutilated arms to heaven he cried, *' Oh God, of Abrah^m^ 
Qh,Gokiof Judah ! haVe mercy upi>n me I Ob God;,of my fathers I hav^j^ t 
pity Up<>ntBC." Who, O who (cried Mr, Hoftej^ raising hi6 wice to a.^ 
toiufof tkeutm&ii vehemence), who were the blasphemers ? WJ'ho. werg^']** 
the Atlidstii ? Were they not the bloody-minded men who called iheif^^ j 
^elyifei'^ Gtiristians; rather than the detcjiceless man >Tht>iJ^ tli^y. pit .if^J^^ 
tieaiiit in tBalilibrrflble wad cruel manner, {tireat applause xniiantdne^ ' 
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miiiy hurst from every part of GuildhaU ;' anA Icrd EllenhorougK d9^ 
dared he would adjourn the Court if greater wrder U)trg not oiaervedj, 
louring; the whole of Pitts admmistration, tbtisre was not one ^o^ 
sccution for libel; and yet party feeling never ran higliei'^ and cliitSLf 
publications were never more numerous. In the volume that con-^ 
tained the parodies on the Westminster election^ he could find 100 
more of them as strong as his, yet for none of them was ever a pro* 
seciition instituted. He on all occasions made fWx^ent use' of the Mn* 
gua^e of Scripture. That proceeded from his intimate acquaintancf* 
with it. He had ever delighted to read its beautiful narrations. Ittl 
had long been employed in preparing a publication on the Bible, and hi 
hoped yet to finish it, and to give it to the world, notwithstanding hai 
had been called a blasphemer. In no age of the world was there beticM 
a prosecution for parody. He had seen a letter pretended to have beeii 
written by Jesus Christ, aid found sixty-four years after his death in 
the grave of 'Lady Cuba, in Mesopotamia. He believed the author -i^aa 
not a blasphemer, but that he ought to be put into a cook'shop,' and ta> 
be fed on beef-steaks. This letter pretended, that a woman in l&bouri 
who' had^ it, should be safely delivered. It gave instructions a» to 
the Sunday and Good Friday. All this was quite absurd 3 but he wbuU^ 
on his knees entreat the Attorney-General not to prosecute the author. 
Indeed, he had seen such letters from a child; and a gentleman haii 
one of them that was 150 years old. Parodies of all kinds used- to be 
circulated in Westminster, and even to be paid for by the Treasury, be- 
fore Westminster became independent. Mr^ Canning, the Right Homrat* 
able parodist, had been a member of Lord Townsend's Committee, 
thougn a secret one, for he was then a trimmer ; and from them issutil 
many parodies. Why did not the Attorney-General prosecute Mr. Walter 
Scott, for the " Tales oi my Landlord," a work which' abounded witb -^ 
Scriptural phrases, set in the most absurd and ridiculous view } He 
would ask whether Sir Samuel Shepherd would prosecute this poetical 
placeman, or would he prosecute him (Mr. Hone,) if he published a 
dozen pages from the work of Mr. Scott, while the original author v^ 
left untouched } Sure he was, that the Attorney-General would not 
prosecute Mr. Walter Scott, for using ecriptural phrases upon similar 
subjects, notwithstanding sil the solicitude which the learned gentle* 
man professed, to hold the language of the Gospel sacred to 'religiouf »• 
purposes. But he would ask the Attorney-General which he thought 
worse, blasphemy or atheism? And did not the learned gentleman 
know, that there were hundreds of atheistical works at present m 
circulation ? Nay, did he not know that many eminent persons in this 
country openly professed atheism? And was no solidtude felt for the 
cause of reli^on, unless its language were employed to expose the cha« 
ractef <tf Mmisters, or to subject them to ridicule ? ' • 

it hsid been observed by the Learned Judge, ih ^is -charge to th^ 
Jury yesterday, that he (Mr. H.> was not entitled to draw ,any argu* 
ment in his defence from the parodies which had b^en heretofore pub* 
lisBed;' because, ^ his Lonlsbip observed, :*' the puUicatioo of parodici 
upon thef S<sripture, or thie use <n smpturaL language for jocular pur* . 
poses/ imd tiered, bad any legal sanction." JKoiiC' he 'held in.^ hand 
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publications^ in which such language appeared; under the direct autho- 
rity of government. ' - * 

. Lord Ellenborough said that he did not recollect having used the 
vrords imputed to him by the Defendant. He might have used some 
such \Yor(is> but he. did not remember the precise words that fell from 
him. : -..: . - • ' 

. Mr; HQ^'B. declared that he quoted the words refcned to with accu- 
racy, and that he had no wish whatever to misrepresent his Lordship* 
He 'was m the recojlection of the short-hand writers in Court. But to 
tilt point. He was surely justified in concluding, that his Lordship's 
Smpressipn was rather erroneous ; the Lord Chamberlain sanctioned, and 
' a $uccession of Crown Lawyers and Judges having seen and cnjoy^ that 
Hrhich be W'4S about to cite. Here Mr. Hone read the following passage 
from the Hypocrite : 

?, ItUdthLamb. Odear; you hurt my hand, sir. 
• ; : Doctor Cantwell. Impute it to my zeal, and want of words for ex- 
pression : precious soul ! 1 would not harm you for the world ; no, it 
^• would be; the whole business 6f my life— 

: And -again. Lady Lamb says, you are above the low momentary viei^-s 
of this world. . 

. Dr. Cant. Why, I should be so ; and yet, alas ! I find this mortal 
elothing oi my ^oul is made like other men's, of sensual flesh and 
blood,, and has its. frailties. 

Lady Lamb. We all have those, but yours are well corrected by 
your divine and virtuous contemplations. 

. > Dr, Cant. Alas ! Madam, my heart is not of stone : . I may resist, 

eoll all my prayers, my fastings, tears, and penance to my aid 5 but 

yet I anx not an angel ) I am still but a man ; and virtue may strive, 

. -butnajturc will be uppermost. I love you, then. Madam. 

: r -■ It was.. well known that the person meant to be represented .and ridi-^ 

/culed in the character of Dr. Cantwell, was that celebrated preacher 

wid philanthropist, Mr. Whitfield j and the sentences he uttered as Dr. 

. Cantwell were from his own Journal. This distinguished man had, 

• -with John Wesley and others, done great good in promoting morality. 

If, indeed, those excellent persons had rendered no other, service to 

humanity than that of civilizing the Kings wood colliers, they were 

V entitled ,to the praise of mankind. Yet Mr. Whitfield and his language 

*' were thus caricatured. upon the stage, with the authority of one of the 

• first officers of the Crown. But again Mr. Whitfield was still. more 

:^ ridieuled . in Foote's Farce of *' The Minor," from, which Mr ^ Hone 

read the following extracts : 

Mrs, Cole, I am worn out, thrown by, and forgotten, like a tattered 

' garment,, as .Ml*. Squintum says. Oh,, he is a dear man \ But. for him 

'.il had been a lost sheep ; neycr known, the comforts of the new bir^h ? 

Ay, I have done with these idle vanities 5 my thoughts are fixed upon a 

better place. What, J suppose, Mr. Loader, you .will Ve for your" old 

.' isiend the black-^y'd girl from Rosemary-lane. ,Ha, . ha ! Well, 'tis a 

•» ^J[nel^ry little- tit; . A thousand pities »he*.s such. a reprobate !-f-rBut she'll 

mend ; her time is not come : all shall jbave their call, as Mr. Squin- 

turn says, spongr or later 3 regen««»tion i» not the, work of a. day. No^ 

r-W), uo»— Oh!f- 



^' Loader, Crop me^ but this Squintum has turned her brauw. 

Sir Geo, Nay, Mr. Loader, I think the gentleman has Wbitfgjit' ift 
4lost haApy reformation. 'V.: 

Afw. Cote. Oh, it was a wonderful work. There had I been tossing 
in a sea of sin, without rudder or bompas's. /And bad not thc^bod 
gentleman piloted me into the harbour qt grace, 1 must have strudc 
_ against^ the rocks of reprobation, and hfivc been quite swallowed up fii 
the whirlpool of despair. He was the precious instrument of *ni]^ spi- 
ritual spnnkling. •".•"..' 

Dr. Squintum was the character in which Mr. Whi^tlicld was hi^e 

- ridiculed, and Mother Cole was meant to represent an infamous wozu^ 

'••f that day, whose name was Douglas. In the preface to this farce, 

the writer says, that " it must be useful, while theiie was a ba-^rd in. t^ 

street, an auctioneer in the rostrum, or a Methodist in the pulpit/' 

All this was tolerated, and no one was heard to complain oi'any dispo* 

sit ion in these dramatic writers to make use irreverently of sc^iptuml 

language, although appUed to the most ludicrous purpose. But it vcas 

not directed against Ministers, nor against the ^tablished ChurdiA.aad 

it seemed that in such cases aloue was the use of scriptural laB^uage 

calculated to bring religion into contempt. To those, . hpwevef , \%ho 

dissented from the Church, or the Ministers, scriptural language could, 

• it would seem, be applied with impunity. So it ^appeared from the .pa< 

rodics which he had quoted, as well as from the foUovyiug passages ia 

*' The Weathercock," which was a farce not long since written;. 

Fariella. Yea, verily, I saw a 'damsel, friend, clad in gaudy appard* 
Tristram Fickle, You say true j very gaudy and fantastical, . unlike 
the modest attire which thy fair form gives grace to. .>^» 

Far. [aside] So ! so ! 

Tris, Zounds ! what a most delectable creature she is ! I was al- 
ways fond of the Quakers. There is something' so neat about them, 
inch a charming modesty. — You did see that person then I . \ 

Far. Yea, the sight of her flaunting attire did offend my eyes*- ^ 
Tris, *Tis a pity such a pair of eyes should be offend^.: J^oorcoa* 
' ifeited little ape ! Why you look a thousand times* better in that siiuple 
dcess, than she did in all her frippery. ■ ■ ■ ■ -^■.. . 

''Vaf,\ I seek not to look well. 

* 3VS. ' And therefore thou art a thousand times more lovely. For Ay 
sake, fair maid, 1 will become a stiff Quaker. Wilt thou introduce «&& 
to thy con-ven-fic/e ? ^ . 

Var, Yea; and it docs rejoice me exceedingly, that the spirit lioth 
^ inove thee towards us— Hum ! .:..-•; 

;^ rri5. Hum! '■ ' ■ : :■.. 

^ ' ' Var. And wilt thou listen to the good things which arc saidrnnto 
"tiiee) Wilt thou learn therefrom ? And wilt thou not sigh fat the 
iam^cl in the cobiirs of vanity ? . . i\ 

Old Fickle. What is here ? May I believe my eyes ? . ^ -:-... 

\ Trist. If they tell thee that thou seest before thee one of the ioith- 
lul, verity thou mayst beheve what they say, for they speak luttothce 
^ iCat which- is- trne. :*.:.-i 

'* ' CK'-f. Aud you «re turned Quaker ? -. - , ^ilv 

TrU, Vea, a damsel hath wrought my convcxsioii^-yeaj a iurimi^. 
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•d. '^I lliau g^ve Ay cwmA that I espouse her^ and nudK luir s 
lM9g]9£.wy owqi ? Verily I do expect the damsel to j<»ii with me in 
ikt request^ that we two may be made one. 

Her^ there was the use of siirtptural language tolerated on the stage, 
fer the very purpose of ridiciilu^g a most amiable and respectable class 
cf Dissenters, the Quakers i ' yst tf Js Farce had the sanction of the 
Lord Chamberlain. But^ wiui Tacts before them, how could the Juiy^ 
whom he had the honour to address, or any body of respectable meu^ 
conclude^ that he, in publishing the parody under prosecution, could sup* 
pose be wa$ committing a criminal or an illegal act ? The parodies, how- 
^wc^ which he had quoted, and in reading which he feared he. had 
trespassed upon the tiUontionof the Jury, formed but a small part of 
those which h^ Imd it in his power to bring forward. He could, in- 
deed, have covered the table with such compositions. How many 
could he have taken from Chalmers* Poets : and was it meant, if ht 
should be convicted, to have an index expurgatori$ applied to this> and 
the numerous oibcr \\C7ks in our language which contained parodies 
upon the Scripttiie". J lie referred to the History of the Westminster 
Election, in wUii*li Lord J. Townshend was a candidate, for a number 
of parodies frou both ddes. Some of those parocBes were probably from 
the peu of Mr. Canning, who had a notorious taste for such compo- 
sition> atid that Gentleman was, in the contest alluded to, a Member of 
the Committee for conducting Lord John Townshend*s election. But 
!» was a secret member j for this Gentleman was then ready to serve the 
Bmdtes, with whom he professed. to concur, while he wished to conceal 
lua operMions from the Minister, whose patronage he was intriguing to 
•btain. Thus Mr. Canning played the same double game many years 
ago which he had lately performed towards his militant friend Lord 
Qiitlereagh. But how would the Jury feel, as honourable men, 
towards, a prosecution instituted against him by the authority of this 
very Minister } Was be to be puni^ed for imitating the example of 
Mr. Canning, in writing parodies, while that Gentleman enjoyed im* . 
pnnityBnd power ) Was it beeaming on the part of Mr. Canning, or of 
tdordSidmonth;, who was abo, he understood, a party in the West* 
minster contest to which he had attoded, to institute this prosecotioii 
against him } JBut, independently of the parodies he could have quoted 
mmih^ history of this contest, he could adduce many others icam the 
fint. periodical publications. Who that had, for uksfm)t*f, been in the 
babit of reading the Morning Chronicle, could forget tfie many mto# 
iJSSling.porodies' which appeared, especially in the early numbers of that 
exctibnt papers— yes> most excellent paper, he must call it; he meant 
for the character of its politics. 

Mr.' Honk here presented several prints which he dad adduced on his , 
pe?nousx.tri^ He exhibited M. Fuseli*s celebrated print of <^7he 
Night MAice ;" and then showed a piurody upon it representing the Lord 
IM^j^yor (Wood) a» the night mayor (mare), unon the breast of a girl. 
Wh^^ his would ask, did this parody ridicule? Was it Fiiseli*s print, or . 
wastfit>41denmm Wood > The Attomey-Generai had not- prosecuted, fof / 
tidicnle upon^A^de^man Wood was not unacceptable to Minbters. DiA / 
the uAlderaan bring an action? That excellent man, and able magi^ 7 
litxf^j^htii^UtBm^ aease to dd^ao^ Tfad print lidioaled his weU-«ieant^ 



UiougK pexiiaps bjudiciotn^ efibrts to cleaf t£e streets froxti proidtQUl. j^jfr 
neglecting it he Biiide it harmless. He was afraid that his Lordship 
would think the introduction of all the prints he had before him u&^ 
soeaning. 
* Lord Ellgnborouor (smiling). I am afraid I may say so. 

Mr. Hone. The object was to show that the design and etect in all 
lliose parodies were to impress something on the mind quite unconnectedt 
with the thing parodied^ and that the thing paro(£icd had suffered 
aothing from such an use of it. 

Lord ELLBNBORouoa. The picture is ground for indictment. 

Mr. Hone granted it ; but what was gained by indicting ? Where wa^ 
m man more ridiculed than Sir William Curtis ? Yet he only bought as 
many sa he saw of them> to laugh at them. Prosecution created af 
4wnapd Sat the thing prosecuted ^ and, in consequence either of pro^- 
CQtkHl or tuppression, curiosity was always excited to a publication sup« 
poaed to be unattainable or scarce. When Mr. Home Tooke's Diversions' 
of Parley (a work which every man who knew the English language 
md and admired) was first published, it was in octavo. A second e£-> 
tioii in quarto was preparing, but, in the mean time, a wdl-known book- 
idler, atill livingi pirated the octavo edition, and sold it fen* one guinea 
the copy. It was thus that a great demand was created, by giving pub* 
fidty to a work. He then read the subject of Mbel, ana comment^ 
with great spirit and force upon the different parts of it. He would ask any^ 
man coolly to lay his hand on his breast, and to say that the Sinecurist'if 
Creed was written with the design and intention to ridicule St. Atha* 
i&asius*s Creed, ifis Lordship was once a member of the Cabinet, and 
iiad difiered on a graat question of state horn the other members. . Hid' 
Lordship was of one opinion, and the rest were of another (pinion y 
yet there were not two Cabinets, but one Cabinet. Was this biaspheidy^ 
or impiety? He had taken that mode of expressing truths idiichhe" 
could not otherwise have declared. If he had attended the Prince Re« 
gent*s levee, and4n his presence called any of his Ministers an iueom<< 
prehensible fool, a humbug, or amnstificator, his Royal Highness might, - 
perhaps, be of a different opinion. At least, his telling his thoughts in that^ 
way would be rather useless and unpleasant. He then exhibited several 
prints by Gilwray, the Prodigal Son, representhig two high personages j 
the Devil addressing the Sun, representing Buonaparte and the Princer^ : 
Regent ; the Hand-writing on the Wall, representing Buonaparte in the • - 
midst of his coundi ', the Ascent of Elijah, respecting General HocheV ■* 
apotheosis; He now recapitulated the principal points of his defence; -• 
Luther had parodied the Bible, and yet no information had been fikdt--^ 
against him. The Attorney-General and his Lordship had excusod Lu^'i^l 
ther as he had done it, in a moment of irritation, against persona ^hbi 
had been troublesome to him. Could not the sam^ pennons find any e3fc«>. : 
cuse for William Hone } He had been attacked as showing a bid ex;^;': - 
ample to his family. He had, indeed, written this parody in twenty? 1 - 
minutes, while he held his infant qn his knee. But let them reoollecti^ '* 
that Martin Luther had a family. He had not always continued :»:r^' 
Monk. Yet he jjarodled the first Psalm. He was as pure as Luther,- ** 
and claimed the same excuse. But no excuse was necessary, for ihetfcr' 
iras no wrong dont,. Gilwray w^b parodist i he Majployedhii traii*'~^'4. 



IKndeot^^ takntft in- parodyxi^ Scripture for. political purpcMSk.- blvi» 

SotbecMis of WiUiam Pitt> Grarge Canning ww repreaentedM eatchuii^ 
edsopping^ mantle. Fox« the most humane, the. best man ^haievw 
iat in an Bngfish Cabinet, was rcpreseuted on a dunghill> with a^ i^^ 
#obin*s red cap on his bead. JEle wished Mr. Fqx> spirit .predpna* 
Bated now iu onr, counseht, and the nation would be in, a -far different 
state. The power of government would not be. made execrable by rtht 
p^secution of an innocent and defenceless men. O the persecutors^ 
the persecutors, the persecutors, that obliged- him now to staad th^ thirfi- 
4ay on his trial I . Why. did they not, to save Mr. Cwming*]} i^arsMStf^, 
libs tain from this prosecution ? Mr. Canning would . have; thaolbed 
them, and said, . '* Hone is a poor fellow; I am a parodist ^ ;. t^^ 
prosecution is a nasty thing -, . I don't like it.'* There wMs l^!^ Sld^- 
mouth, a grave, a good, a religious, and siurcly a charitable man ; J()i4ejr^ 
was Lord Ellenborpugh^ a very grave man fhis Lordship cfmld nsf ri^tU] 
Wiie here) ; why did they not step forward to lielp a ppor^. oppi'^^ad 
man } Q no \ he jcould not stand three days ; their united force jvoiild. 
surely crush the insect ! No, he defied their power. Tb^y QOjiild 0|dy 
immortalize hinu He would at least go down to posterity with tj^eOrge 
fanning.. If this^Ilight Honourable parodist ascended after Mr. Pitt^ 
be would lay hold of his left leg, and ascend along with him. They- 
would perhaps hiiv;e spared him this third trial, if he had implored theip 
mercy. . But no ; he disclaimed, he anathematized their mercy. They: 
^ifere below Wm. Hone, 67, Old Bailey. Walter Scott had edited th#, 
parody of Lord Somers. 'VVhy was he not prosecuted ? O no ! (his 
Mr., Scott, a man of gi'cat talents, was ministerial, and had held a ii^e 
idling for the laureatcship with Robert Southcy, He was plain Robert 
Soutfaey, when he HTotc Wat Tyler, and such publications as disfdeased 
Ministers. He was now a pensioner and Robert Southey, £sq. * Hfl 
(Mr. Hone) had occasion, when he edited the Critical Review, whjch 
he did for six months, to see the Stuart Papers. They were published 
iy the librarian to the Prince Regept. There was jnq prosfcu^on 
against him for publishing a partial and insidious apology fo)^ thc^»e 
tyrants. No ; a great deal of the spirit of ' the bonny king apd ouckle 
wise mon * wtis still to be perceived. The Stuarts must be ei^cused and 
spoken gently of ; they must not be talked of as the tyrants, the hypor* 
.crites, the bloody ^xiainded persecutors they really were. Sudi lainguagd 
ipras uimcceptable to courtly taste. Reeves had parodied the Catechism^ 
but afterwards obtained a pei^ion. But his politics were di^reut- 
Itoyalty had singled him (Mr. Hone) out for jfrosecutiotiy on a^^unt of 
I)is politics. Pie could not pretend to have become known to Royalty, 
^but Ministers yvould make him known. This was entirely a politicnl 
Jrosecution. Lord Sidmoiith liad btfurc tried his hand at persecution^ 
.wheh.b*'' brought In his bill against, the Dissenters. The sair^c- noble 
, liord left him to stand three days iu that .Court, When such a 
"mQn >yak! Secretary of State, there yid< very little chance of the li- 
ci^rty ,of England being protected. The ]\tor«ing Herald, of tbe 
4ibhtof,J\l9,y, ISl^, parodied Seripture to ridicule Lord Grenville, but 
It wiis'for^and on belialf of Miui.-<ters, and there was no prosecution. 
The language of Ministers was, " ]<lvery thing, must be done to keep 
4)^VJ».tii^C0n£Qiuud^d fellows^, the Wiiigs, cur&e . Jthem/\ Xhc.j)eo]|pl» 



iMf Usdtto pajr these cxpensiis. He> poor as he iras> ,c6iii^bitte^ ^ 
jpay Uie secret service money. Every monel of bread thiit went iBt9 
bis children's mouths was taxed for the paltry purposes of his pitifiil 
PtOMCutoirs. He now made a sbleiiih appeal to his cohsdente as to thfl 

Cocence of hb intentions. He would submit to he posted up as m 
, and to bend his heeA whenever he walked in public, if he aaci 
uttered ihere> or any wh^ else, what he did not believe to pe tnie^ 
tjpon his conscience, then, he assured theqi, tnat he had no more in- 
tention to ridicule St. Athanissius^ Creed, than he hacl now of murder^ 
ing his wife and children when he went home \ t(xt he was sure the Jurf 
would send him home to his family. He knew hone of them : but hrn 
hoped, ahd he believed that they were honest-minded and inclepehdwit 
men. The Sinecurist's Creed had an extraordiuary. sale, but not so ex- 
traordinary as the Litany, i However, he stopped it, from the riiotiveii 
he had mentioned. He confidently put himself under their protection. 
As to St. Athanasius^s Creed, Gibbon stated that it was not written by 
Athanasius. Some said that it was in fact a parody upon his creed, and 
Written by Vigilius, four centuries after Athanasius had died. Warbur*- 
Ion cxfn^sly states that it was hot his. Water land mentions that it was 
doubted. Arehbilhop Tillotson on one occasion exclaimed, " I >vish wi 
were well fid of it /' and in recent days, upwards of 200 Clergyineh 
tnet, and solicited the late Dr. Porteus, Bishop of London, to take sbm# 
steps to put ah dud to the obligation at jpresent imposed on them to 
ipead it. Even his Lordship's father, the msliop of Carlisle, he believed 
took a similar view of the creed. , ^ 

Loi^d Ell£,\borouoh. — I do not know what his opinion was oh tnii 
JM>int 5 you> perhaps, have had better opportunity of knowing bis belief. 
Whatever that opmion was, he has gone many yeiafs ago, where he has 
tiad to account for his belief and his opinions. 

Mr. HoNiB was about to make some particular refercUces to the Bishc^ 
of Ciisrlisl^'s opiuibns^ \vbeh 

Lord ElLbnbohough intcirrupted him, ahd said, '* For common ddi^ 
W:yfdrbear** 

Mr. HoNR— (7» a subdued and respectful ioneJ.^O, my Ldrd, I shall 
most certainly. Certain it was, that tkis creed was not geherally be- 
lieved even by churchhieu. ' 

Lord EbcfeN^oROUGH. — It is hot alleg^ed to bo Athanasiu^*s Cireed 
her^. it b said only to be commonly* called the Creed of St. Atha^ 
hasius. - . 

Mr. Hone. — Then it would seeth to t)e tte AttOTney-Geneiral s opi- 
nion, from the forhi of the information to which your Lordship has judb 
referred, that the Athan^sian Creed is dpotryphtil, and cannot oe viewed 
flfs geniiine by my Prosecutors. 

Lord Ellenborough. — Ves 3 but the Act pi Uuifbrihity inade k 
that which it Ls how described to be. . . % 

Mr. Hon*.— The Act of iJniformity ! God forbid that the Act df 
Uniformity cotild hate had tlic effect of making this what it is deemed 
to be, from its import, by ho'me persons. God fol'bid that this Act could 
liiake all men think alike on such a subject as this;. "* 

X Lord Ellenbobocgh. — It is not intended to have tliat effect. It 
Jbterdy Operate* to creatf uuiibrmity amonf^ those who con^iwa tot^* 
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tten i^i^olit dpinioto. ft m hot iiitetiicd ti '(ihmpih%S^'& aiM^Sfl 
|)^uasioQ to beUeve it. .. , ' 

Bc'it so (resumed Mr. Hdne) 5 whether this creed "WcrcirWttcti by Sti. 
Atbanasms or nort^ "he was not himself prejpared to state. Re h^ fti?- 
tifnded to reaJ ii speech made by the Bishop oif Clpgheroit on this eree3, 
ViA it Was lofng, and not essentially maiterial to the case 3 for the qu^if^ 
tibn here ;^s, Whether t!he publication before the Court Was iheant ta 
biing thai creed into contempt, and to that he could give the most cdfi- 
scientious negative. But the Jury wouldi he had no ooubt^ cdnsider, tidt 
the tendency, but the intention. They were ndt bound to follow his 
XiOrdship^s opinion. If his Lbrdship^s opinion were adopted^ he should 
kt once nave to walk to the King*8 Bench. To the Jury he looked, atid 
to them alone, for protection ; for from them alone could he'iKjipect iSA 
oV advice; and he took leave to observe that it would answer the ends of 
Justice to pay more attention to what he said, than to what might be 
lirged by the Judge or the Attorney-General. He had declared thsft hfe 
had no intention to publish a libel, and this declaration was entitled to 
d-edit upon this grouml, which he would tilidertake to affirm was the 
law of the land, namely, that the production before the Court was riot a 
Kbel, unt3 the Jury h^ so pronounced it. With them alone the power 
'6f making that decision rested; and he appealed to them as men, as 
Christians, as men and brethren, to consider what he had said. Fo** 
#hether they differed from him in political or religious opinions, he 
trusted they would, in the spirit of justice and Cliristian charity, exa- 
mine his case, and consider the terrible sentence that awaited him if 
f hey should find a verdict against him. He might happen to diflfef in 
political opinions from many of the Gentlemen of the Jury, but he hoped 
that they would feel that tolerant spirit towards him which he him- 
self had always practised and recommended to others. For he never 
could conceive any man entitled to that infallibility, which, by some 
people, was attributed to the Pope ; and without such arrogance no man 
would attempt to prescribe or censure those who conscientiously differed 
from his opinions. Were such a practice indeed indulged, perpetual dis- 
putes must arise, harmony be destroyed, and men be reduced (o the savage 
Jtate. But the liberality that was cspeciidly of late years so wlddy 
iipreading, promised to guard the world from such a state of discord ahd 
^liscry. Differences on politics and religion were not now found to in- 
Terfere with the charities of social life, or the performance of moral 
xlutics, and therefore he could iiot apprehend that prejudice cotild be 
'touiid to operate in the breast of any Englishman acting under the 
.solemn obligation of an oath. He felt the most unqualified eonfidencc 
hi the principles and judgment of the Jury, whose attention, he feared^ 
he had too long occupied. But he felt that he Was struggling for life^ 
for should he have the misfortune to be pronounced guilty by the Jury, 
the punishment which awaited hira would be equal to the loss of it. In 
. smch a struggle he fancied himself gifted with supernatural ppivers, but 
he feared he had trespajiised too much upon the time of the Coiijrt- 
•He had, however, no disposition to give offence, and this ' he bcggjed 
to be understood. He might have beeft in some instances too eager or 
■peremptory in replying to the Judge and the Attorney-Gettferat, bit he . 
"Ikb^ sincd'ely a^sure^ hit l^rd»hi|> a;nd the heini^e^fiiiiiAyii^ 



||f :h|id PP iotfution, iirh^teYer to offend i but feeliDg t^at hif ^ iy&& || 
stake, he hoped he should be excused for the maiiy materials' he hM 
igx>u^t jforward^ j>crhaps UQDeccssarily. H^ could stfU go tp the £king^9 
Ben^4 and lay bis head 4own there with the greatest coniposure^' bijt 
Sot his family. If the Jury felt doubts^ they wpuld be reigisonablc doubtiL 
apd they knew that he lyas entitled to the benefit of them. }le coj^z 
mitted himself to them. The liberty of the press was attaclvcd thrbugl^ 
him. The prosecution had nothing but a political ground- work. Twj;^ 
Juries of cool honest men had already acquitted him. He had no doubt 
but they, too, would send him home to dine on Sunday with his famiii^ 

- . After a speech of precisely eight hours and five minutes^ b^ conclpd^S 
■mnid the applause of the immense multitude that crowded th^ ^.9Ui> 
gud all the passages to it. 

Mr. Honk declined to adduce the witnesses who proved on the fonheir 
trials that he bad stopped the publication of the parodies as soon' as hp 
understood that they were deemed libellous by Gpvcrniheht, upon tjord 
Ellenborough*s undertaking to read his notes of that evidence to tli^ 
Jury. The notes were reud by his Lordship, and Mr. Hone called 

Thomas Cleary, Esq. who deposed, that on the 21st of Febiiiar^ 
(a day he had reason to remember), he met Mr. Hone in Charing-crps^^ 
'who stated to Witness his intention of stopping the publication of the 
parodies, as they had been c^ed, in the Repji^rt of the House of Jk)rdtiB, 
profane and seditious, gr something to that effect. That Witness r^* 
marked, their being so characterized in the Report, did not make, them 
profane or seditious, and stron^^ly recommencuyi Mr. Hone not to 'take 
what Witness considered ;so ill-advised ft step -, as it would by implicfition 
be an admission that he (Mr. Hone) considered the Parodies' profai^e 
•md seditioii^i while nobody but the Borough-mongers so considered 
them. That notwithstanding thi^ advice, Hone stopped ttie pulj- 
licatioh the following Ojay ^ .for =which Witness told him he wt^s a. fool. 
. The ATTORNEY-GENkRAL rQsc to reply. — He observed upon the' re- 
mark of Mr, Ilone, as to the division of the charges against him into 
three indictments, stating, that such proceeding was a^j^reeable to prs^- 

tice, especially where the publications charged as libellous were %Mite 
di^stlnct ,^ni separate, as was the case in this instance. — Therefore me 
Pefendai^t ,haa no right tg complain, an4 .still less could he warrant the 
ebmpls^t .which he h^d made, of having the present trial brought fra-- 
ward tp.-(^y, after two days pf previojas trials. For it^ust be in me 
rec^jUection of the Court,, thai before the Jury, were sworn^ hq proposed 
\ ip postoone this trial, in consequence of an )inde;rstaudiug £hat Mr. Hojae 

f^ inaisp9fi^4> fi'f ^ tjl^^ fatigue of thctwp preceding days,' and t%fLt 
at gentleman declined to avail himself of the nroposition.— -Wejre 
x^Hope u^qpa} iff m^^e bis defence^ or did he feejf. unable tp prbc^(^id> 
Tii could have ^^ time for x^po)}^ ^d recoy^eiy i .apd theiieforc he coiUd 
,not attribute tpttie^Counfe^'fpr the. prosecution, the ^lig^test disposition 
i^o AUDJect bJm to ^y umijeccsi^ary inconvenience, l^ut the prop^ety^pf 
pcD^ting in this pfbseputipxi, notwithstanding the previous acquitta]^^f 
.]id(r.^yne.ypoQS}fByar. charges would, he hope4j ^j^'^^^J?y.cveryj|^- 
.^epj^^.{pjlpd^ j^Ofp^ u^^.y^ry ppnciple upon w^ph Mj*'Hone ha^ ie^fd 
^l^ai^^nc^ this day j; m. Mr. l9one h|m distinctly asserted lifs iighjyo 
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tiiat ground, tie (the Attorney-General) should hdve fielt himself gniky 
of gross dereliction of duty, tf he had not persevered in thfs profiecution^ 
On the fonnerdays, the Defendant, with a view to induco a belief that fat 
had no intention to pul^h a libel, rested particularly upon his stoppage 
^ the publication of the parodies, but tonday he had openly conteild^ 
for his right to publish tbem. But if this plea of right were admitted, 
what was to prevent the Deiendant from piiblishing those parodies agaii^ 
on Monday ? He would not say, that the Defendant expressed or enter* 
tained any such intention, but: if his claim of right were admitted, what 
Wbs to prevent him or any other person from republishing this parody :! 
IMid to abandon the present prosecution would be tantamount to an ad* 
isiission of that claim. What a serious rcsponsibihfy, then, should he 
incur, if he exposed the cause of religion, and of the country, to the 
Mh' too likely to result from such an admi3sion. What a door would 
be opened for the incursion of profaneness. In his notions of the duty 
4rfa Jqdge upon the trial of libel, he undertook to say that Mr, Honib 
Vas quite mistaken. For the Judge derived no authority from the statute., 
(SOmmooly called Mr. Fox*s, which he did not poasess before. His Lord- 
ship had unquestionably the right of stating his opinion upon the law to 
i^fe Jury, u{>on this as well as upon every other question ; and if he ''did 
not enjoy that right, what would become of the function and o$ce of a 
jFudge } But the Judge was invested with the power of stathig the law 
iippn the subject pf hbel, with a view to guard against inconsistent ded- 
aions, qr the e^tablishnlent of capricious conceptions, i^ to the jwlndples 
pf the law. Besides, by the statute alluded to, provision was made pectH 
liarly favourable to the accused, if any special v^rdipt werie found, or any 
appeal made to 'the Judges upon the'nnding of a v(;rdict against him 
contrary to law. But the Defendant seemed entirely to misunderstand 
the character and oli|ject of the st^t^te.; Now as to the question bcfoiie 
fhe Court, the Defendant had addi^c^d a number of parodies, some of 
■Which ivere even worse than that which *he had himself published, and 
none of which were such as he (the Attorney-General) was disposed to 
defend. Being of opinion that the more becoming course was to rejtcr\re 
toiptyral language Vor appropriate purposes, he could not approve oif its 
application to difi'ercnt obiccts. Then as to the prints, i% might be that ilio 
■<»ricature of Mr. Fuseli's Nighlt-nvart was me^nt merely tq ridicule tie 
' late Lore) Mayor, huf even so it was ah indictable publication. So would 
$nj print ;^ rfiflecUng uptin arf individual. But if any painter were to 
jhake a luilicrous appiic^Lfcitin of the sufferings of our Savioiir, who could 
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indictable for a iprdfane libel ; for no man wotdd he justrfitd in cb^dithig 
nrirth^ or Tklictifet or preliidice, through the medi\ihi of sadrcd subject^. 
., So if certain Obscene ^rk,' which were too fanuhirto'the vulgai^, A^^ 
/Wfeich he was sorry tq'have'ever heard were 'appKied to the ]Psahn8'<>f 
Savid, such an appiicfftidn Would' be profane. ' As to the p9.rodi^s 
,-ipmted'^m i;uth£;j-'aiift othens/ hfr heard thcin 'with rcgret|'hut thjiy 
; wjtfe the iffhsioifs of, e^essive zeat, ^d he^ afjpreh^ded'tiittt' zeal tin 
■'M<JM* whs geneviAl^f'tice. Of the pt^iodies addueed'fcy 'MrV.H 
* ikb^^ht itjtfp^ 10 tothat-irefil USt^ji^ 
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Keeres/U^fts clear tbat it was not thtobject-of tlmt|i4rody tobrin{^rnslH' 
gson iuta contempt; olthoogh Scriptural pbrases- were made nse-of/frci^ 
whidi it would have been better to abstain. The sapie inight be smd oF 
the parody from Mr. Toplady. But there were. Other purodies actduced 
by Mr Hone, which all Christians must condema>-*-must reridw indeed 
\iritli disgust and abhorrence.- With respect to the *' Tales of myLand^ 
Jordi" Mr. Walter Scott had no doubt made use of a great deal of sprip^ 
tnral language, which, however, was put into the mouths of zealots, ^t'k 
time that such language was much more familiar than in modem times:, 
But yet the qbjcct of this language was by no means to bripg ^religioft 
.into contempt. On the contrary, the evident end of the authbi^ was t* 
ridicule fanaticism, and to expose the artifiee of hypocrites, who aoughir 
tb pallii^te vice and knayery by the upe of scriptural language. :Mjr; 
Hone was therefore mistaken in supposing the << Talcs of myLandlodl^^ 
■9ny precedent fpr his system q( parody^ or any excuse !R)r his conduct^ 
He was also mistaken in his conception of the several acts of the legist 
laturc with respect to toleration ; for no act, cither ancient or roodemnr 
tolerated that which was forbidden by the common law, namely, ratling 
or scoffing at the Trinity, or tlic Ritual of the Church. To illustrittt 
th?s, the Learned Gentleman referred to the Acts of James I. Charles i. 
«nd Chro'les II;\ipon-the subject of religious toleration. As to the papet 
before the Court, the tiearued Gentleman read several passages of v£, 
from which he argued that its object was to riiKcule the Creed of St. 
Athanasius, which was a part of the Church Ritual. The wbole, be 
thought, evidently a scoffing at the T^^nlty, in the terms of '' Old Bag9» 
't)erry Down Triangle, and the Doctor.**'' Bat Mr. Hone had said that 
■he did not intend to ridicule the Trinity or the Creed of St. Athanasius 3 
"hut a nian^s intention was to Ik judi;ed hy his acts or tbcir effects, and 
iiot by "wjiat he dcelarcs to be hi j^ intention. For, if the declaration of am 
intention on tlie part of the accused v^re to be taken as evidence, no 
'pne accused would ever be found guilty. ' But so far indeed from that 
being the conception of the law, there was a case in the books where ia 
Itian who hi^d thrown a piece of wood from the top df ^ house into tikb 
Itfeet, was f^nmd guilty of murder, because that wood killed apassengeir- 
lipon whom it had fallen. Therefore, fhe law vi'ould not excuse any one 
"wiiD 'committed a crime, whateyer might be said as to his intention:. Tifo 
"man vAo flung do^vn the wood had most probably no intention *> 
"liill the passenger, bm then he -wils 'bound not to do that from- wMah 
inlschi^f was litdy to accrue. So Mh Hone was answerable for tlife 
eVil hutr too likely to resiqltfTom that publication whi«fa be deliberately 
'jptiblkhed 3 'fm* it could avcdl nothing to any man to make protestations 
6f ihnoQent intention, while he scahercd about his- firebrands knd arnnrs 
of death. The Jury Would recollect^ that the object of Broseeotion was 
to repress ofFences. - Blackstone had very properiy obsemd, that the end 
' of pufiishment was ' not to afflict indivj|duals> bnt to - prevent ofienc^. 
•Such/ and such alone, he declared to be the obj^t and end of the pre- 
ient prosecution; For be had .no'personal animosity whateyer towards 
' Mr- "^^^ 5 ^* ^ ^^^^ H Ws du^y to" the public to institute -this pront* 
cutioh ^^^ a View to prevent the issue of such publications in f^ture^s 
'^g-^-'Alcd'aledJtd und^imihc the religion of the cotmtry, and 80^ to di^ 
'Wfoyihe to^* «^»oraHty;cdmforii happiqew/wad prospovty^ ' •' ^^ 
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• Xord- £LLXN9Ai(0vm9- tW charged the Jiuy. He profiounced ^ 
eompUopt of thepfifeudynt as to his peculiar grievances, in consequeaq; 
of tne conduct of the present prosecution^ to be entu^y groundlesf. 
It wa& the duty of the Attorney-General to institute thL^ proseoutiop,^ 
ftnd although the defendant was light in his opinion, that the Attorne^^T^ 
Cfimaral might include different charges in the same indictment, - y^ 
it was indisputably at his. discretion to do so ; and the course the Lei^Q* 
fd Gentlen^an had taken was agceeable to practice. The Defendamt ap^ 
peared to think that libels upon the Scriptures formed a sort of com- 
position ezempt(sd by law. irom prosecution or punishuient 3 but thfB 
jcases ofWoollarton and Paine should have iofpnuoid hifu that his 4^)pr^« 
jdon was; unfounded } so was his assertion that there was no law cxf 
libel ; for from the carli,e:it recofds that huv l^ad existed, and been well 
imderstood by the Judges. The act of jVlr» Fox^ as it was called, had 
indeed made no change in that law. That was.no dpubt a proper 
If^gislative provision. jQhief Justice Eyre had stated, thi^t if the Jury 
had only the power of d::ciding upon the fact .of publication,, the printer 
of the hbel itself might be liable to conviction ior libel, lie thought 
the oase put by that. Xieamed. Judge quit^ too jstrong, because the^ 
interposition of the Judg9 must in such a case Sjcrye to prevent a yei:- 
dict^ but stiU he approvpd qf the statujte. In fhis statute, hoi«^ever^ 
there was nothing to prevent a libel from being tried like M. other pf^ 
fences, in which the Judge was called. upon to state his opinion upon 
the law to tbe Jury. For according to his construction of the Statute, 
^e Judge was bound to state his opinion upon, such prosecutions^ au^ 
that was also the cqnstc^ictiOn of his leavued predecessor j othcnvis^^ 
indeed, the functions of a Judge would cease lin such a case. Mr. Uone 
had, no doabt, told the Jury, not to attend to the opinion of the Judg^^ 
and he might think himself justified in so saying. Unquestionably 
the Jury were not. bound to adopt the opinion, or follow the advice 
■of' the Judge;- but without wishing to invade, thcijr province, he felt 
himself imperatively called updn to perform his .diity, by staling hi^ 
■Cf>inion upon the paper under prosecution. After that opinion was 
stated^ ;t would be for the Jury, from a calm and capdid review».^ 
.vell<as of that opinion, as of the paper charged as a libel, to dc9laip 
Uheir judgment. Tbe main defence was parodies written by other men 
^Ht ..different times. 'The £xciseman*s Creed was very offensive. In 
.Bishop Latimer's time much greater familarity was used in public -^is- 
.: courses than, at the present period. The parodies .qyoited \fy th^ Dq^ 
•Aiiidaot .appeared to bis mind to ofier i\otlni;ig \x^ d^tence of the papgr 
/before- the .Court, which was ii> fact worse t^an any of those parpdi^, 
,cven ba4: as they were* ]3iut if the mpde of defence pui;sued by (li^e 
. Pe£endi^. we^^ validj >whi(t ^ criminal cpuld be ycpipi yicted ? For the^ 
wa$ not QB9 tOffiuider rpe^aps, who could not quOte 100 instai>c^ Jjp 
which peisona committing, the offence with which he stood chf(n;e(l h^ 
escaped *witb impunity. Mr. Uone . had« he japprehended, . veijy 
truly conceived, that.,. if he ha4 : employed , any JBanist^j:, the 
.course of.idefenpe upoi^, whiph. he; had determinied.. would not lie 
: laUowod up by sMch Bftrri^ter;. farfpm hi^ (Liord.E.|s) ^pfjrience of the 
. yrofe^oD^ he did .not think thajt there was a geptleipan at t^e^bar^ wh^ 
wc|ui4 outn|g^.diectt|GX,^JNropnety sofar/» ^ ^^4|^^ ^W^ ^f^^^M 
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after the Judge had expressed hiis dedded disappcrobtttion tsfthcm.' Goi 
knows that he (liOrdB.) h^ no wish to 'do ^e Defendant or any other 
jban an iiijury, but he feit It dUe'to the ei^s of public justice' atldtili 
{ireservatioii of individwd charact^, to iilte)^8< ooesusionally bi« ad^iat 
to Mr. Hone. Findings that advice, howerftr, «ttfttailing, he haddiiA 
dined W dnterfeire, cmd let the Defendimt pursue his own course. Btft 
yet he called vrndn the Jui^ not to aHow the numerous 4ibeLs whidk 
Mr. Hone had tnought proper to read, or the gross calumnies whieh kt 
had uttered againdt inditidutids, to operate upon their mind in eonsidering 
the' question, whether the paper before thetn was or was not*a pntfaat 
libel. The Defendant had repeatedly declared that he had no intentioA 
to publish a Mbel in Bending forth this paper, but upon that point the 
observations of the Attortiey- General were ^pefieelly just, for the law 
always concludes as to the intent of any man fron-his act ^ andhetethe 
question beuig, 'whether th& Defendant intendecVto bring inte ridicuk 
the Athanasian "Creed, the* Jury were "to* decide that question from » 
review of the paper before them, and not from the declarations of the 
Defendant. Here the learned Lord read the Parody itself, and ex- 
pressing his belief that the terms of " Old Bags, Derry Down Triangle^ 
and the Doctor/' were meant to be applied to some public men, com- 
mented on «ach article as he proceeded. The only question for them 
was, whether this was a libel. Did it force ludicrous and absurd 
images into the mind when the Creed was read } The Father was Old 
Bags," the Son was Derry Down Triangle, the Holy Ghost was th^ 
Doctor. The Defendant asked whom the laugh excited by this was 
against ? But although the laugh might be against the persons re- 
presented under those terms, did not the Father^ the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, form a part of the association in this laugh ? If they found thi^ 
there wa5 a mixed profanity of this kind in the subject of the libel, they 
must find a verdict of guilty ; if both the subject and the object of the 
parody were made ridiculous in the conjunction, they must come to this 
conclusion. He had not a doubt that the parody betbre them was a pro- 
fane and impious libel. This paper was not charged as a political hbcl> and 
therefore it mnst be found as a profane libel, which it was described in 
the record. His Lordship entreated the Jury to consider the importance 
of the case which they were called upon to decide— that the temporal 
Comforts and spiritual interests of their countrymen might defend their 
"verdict. He begged them to recollect, that if such publications as that 
before theiii were not prohibited and punished, the country was too liable 
to be deluged by irreligioH and impiety, which had so lately producCkd 
Such melancholy results in another nation. The Learned Lord, after 
Some comment upon the Defendant's stoppage of this publication, which 
fact would no doubt have due weight upon those who, in the event' of 
a verdict of conviction, would be called upon to pronounce sentence, 
observed that it should have no weight whatever with the Jury, ■ «• 

The Jury retire<l at half-past eight to con<jidcr their verdict. 

Tn twiehty minutes the Jury returned into Court, and the" foremani^ 
after the ustial forms had been observed, pronounced. jMr.'Hdks 
NOT GUILTY. u 



^The intmieiit ttfl %«rdkt wa^ annoiuiced, ft qMQ^CQtu bistst of a|k 
|>laiise umieil from tiitf crowd in the Court. 

Tkis aooa exliendcd to tfao crowd without >. am^ fgr some minutes the 
Hidl aii^ adjoining iiveihies rung with the loudest ^acclamations. The 
crowd fiaited for some time for Mr. Hone, .n ordef.^to greet him as he 
pa88^c^';i^y an intended iiianiBUvre, however, two grbups passed out> 
m (^ irfffFhich.it was ex|5ected he w^, and it w^qheered accordingly. 
U^ ]M<tcrw«(yi»|Mi^3€^.'0ut;.«lbiyHigh the immense <teultitude, alone and 
lianCMi^ed; ... .r ■- ,:•:-';'/- 

J>uring the ^bs^66<f( th?^ui^/sa gentleman jvss hroug^t into Court 
{^ Uk; custody of.4he Ghief and Deputy Marshals of the City, charged 
yiiik, jnotoua coodubt ofi ^, steps leading from Guildhall to thirCourt. 
It^^^lpeared,'! that towaKd|;tli^.do3e of the ev^^ing a prodigious crowd 
of 'I^Ql^Kms, amountiti|(j4i^-„j^; number of not less than 20i000, had. 
f^4^t^ in the H4Mitt^',in the; avenues leading thereto. Many of 
ithr9^)ieB«pils ^^^gw^i^-^ gi^ i N ' of .jj<rfcirtg their tvay into the Court, but 
^ir 0A>rt6 were re^istedf /littfm^ others> the gentleman now brought 
ton^^ard.. . lie i^Bta>ted;to push up the st^ps ^ when Mr. Woutner, th« 
Chief M9AU^'w^ffiMtn he cbuld not pass. He replied that it was an 
open Cpurtralif|[j^6.had a Hght to admission. Tliis obsierVatipn attracted 
ilie attention of the crowds which moved towards the spot. Mr. Wont* 
ner theii said, if he questioiicd his authority to preypnt his en.tnmce, he 
must take him before Lord EUenborough. With -this view, he laid his 
hand on his arm, When a scuffle crisited, and -some disturbance, whicl| 
endtd by two of the officers being siruck, and one of them knocked 
«lowTi, principally> as it was stated, through the conduct of the prisoner. 
TJic**ic facts were piovcd by several Witnesses. The gentleman on 
being called on for his defence, stated his name to be Mr. Thomas We- 
therell j that^ he lUid been five years at King's College, Cambridge, and 
had but recently returned from the We^t Indies. He had certainly at- 
tempted to come up the steps, and did not couccire he was acting im- 
properly by attempting to enter au open Court. The City Marshal had 
laid hold of his arm, and in attempting to extricate himself from his 
grasp, all the subsequent confusion happened.— A gentleman named 
JVlarsh coitoborated this statement. 

Lord EUenborough fined Mr. Wethcrell tnenty pounds, and directed 
that he should be detained in custody till the fine was paid. 

On Thursday, the fivst day s Trial, before Mr. Justice Abbott, Mr^ 
5 lone spoke near six hours. On Friday, the second day's Trial, he 
spoke near seren hours. On Saturday^ the third day, he spoke in hi^ 
•^feace upwards of eight hburs. 
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